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Editorial

Hello everyone. We haven't indulged ourselves vaith
editorial before now, preferring to focus on chessws
rather than the blather you usually get in thesagth
However, after three years of producing the IC8, time
has come for us to step down because of time Gintstr

Relaunching the then defunct Irish Chess Journa
project we felt well worth doing. At the time, it

News

New ICU Free Online Magazine for Juniors

The Irish Chess Union is delighted to announce the
publication of the first issue of its new online &3k
Magazine for our rising stargunior Chess Cornefpdf,
4.5MB].

A free and informative guide to Junior chess inlaine
today, Junior Chess Corneprofiles some of Ireland's

becoming intolerably difficult to find out informan abou |eading juniors ahead of Ireland's hosting of tHer&y
the Irish chess scene, with the demise of theadnal and and Faber this July in DCU. The magazine is alsighed
John HUrIeyIS Chess Ireland website. Since thaE, W he'p chess p|ayers of all ages Starting Out, wbald

matters have improved immensely. Mark Orr under

total redesign of the website, and has producedlegant
and immensely useful site, with tournament reparésys,
ratings, an events calander, club information, ra
membership payment, games and image database

even daily reports from a couple of major evengtantly

available to ICU members. Coupled with the jourtiad&re

is now no shortage of information on events.

As such, we are eager to see the journal carriedwan to
contribute to future issues, but someone else needtep

forward to take over the editing. We also note thatICU

hasn't filled the role of development officer, $@myone's

interested, please step forward.

We hope you enjoy this issue.

John Healy & Kevin Burk

Ireland’s Biggest Chess Store is only one e

mail or phone call away!
Grandmaster Alexander Baburin has a wide selectfo
chess books, software and clocks for sale. We ledest
chess books from all major UK chess publish
(Gambit, Everyman and Batsford), as well as froravN
in Chess’ (Netherlands), ‘Edition Olms’ (Germany)de
‘Siles Press’ (USA). We stock clocks from DGT a
Garde and software from ChessBase and C
Academy. You can order ChessBase 9, Fritz 10, #s
as other engines (Junior 10, Hiarcs 10, etc)
instructional DVDs. Also available are score-boaks
chess sets (plastic, wooden and magnetic).

E-mail us at ababurin@iol.i® request a free catalog
e-mailed to you in PDF format. You can also ordegrg
the phone: (01) 278-2276 or 087-968-2378. If yoad
help with choosing appropriate books, clocks
software, we’'ll be happy to assist!

like to improve their own game, through game
commentaries and articles which are accessibleh&ssc
players of all ages and strengths. Recognisingitaerole

hat parents play in encouraging and facilitatifgpirt
THid¥en to play chessjunior Chess Cornecontains a
special section in which parents discuss their own

experiences of Irish and International chess, amdige
advice for parents whose children are startingroohess.

In Ireland today, there are circa 10,000 childrdayipg
chess on a regular basis in primary and seconddgoss
and it is hoped thalunior Chess Cornewill provide an
outlet for kids to learn more about the sport oéshand
improve their game.

Tom Clarke 1959-2007

Tom Clarke passed away in the early hours of Tue8tda
April after a long illness. Tom won humerous toumeaats
Cthe length and breadth of Ireland over a periocowdr
thirty years. He represented Ireland in the 1988 B892
Olympiads and the 1989 European Team Championahip.
memorial service was held at St. Patrick's Parikhréh,
Drumbeg, Belfast on 19 May. An appreciation
(http://www.ulsterchess.org/Archives/playerbio/tom-
clarke/tom-clarke-1959-2007/vigwby David Houston is
available on the UCU website and a number of Tdhes
games have been put up on the ICU site, includirsgane.

O'Cinneide,M - Clarke, T [A89]
IRL-ch, Drogheda (2), 04.04.1999
'Notes by Mel O'Cinneide

—~

"15d4 5 2.g3 Nf6 3.Bg2 g6 4.Nf3 Bg7 5.0-0 0-0 60@
7.Nc3 Nc6 8.d5 Ne5 9.Nxe5 dxe5 10.Qb3 h6 11.c5 Kh8
2.Rd1 g5 13.Bd2 f4 14.Bel Bg4 15.Qc4 Qc8

om builds up an attacking position here, but White
position is perfectly solid.

.Ne4 Bh3 17.Bhl1 Ng4 18.Racl Qe8 19.Nd2 Qh5

196.Nf3 fxg3 21.hxg3 Bfl 1?

This move, and the subsequent play, are in somevery
typical of Tom's style. Nothing is threatened, andeed
dhe move may not be objectively good, but it ratshep
the tension in the position considerably. | speptnaxt 14
-moves wondering how to exploit this cheeky bishHmfore
dinally imploding:

22.Qe4 Rf7 23.Rc4 Raf8 24.d6 exd6 25.cxd6 cxd6

oD
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26.Rxd6 Nf6 27.Qc2 e4 28.Ne5 Re7 29.g4?!

About here the pressure got to me...

29...Qe8 30.Bc3 Rxe5 31.Bxe5 Qxe5 32.Rxf6 Qxf6 B
exf3 34.Bxf3

And here | dreamed briefly that Tom's bishop wapped
on f1. However

34...Bxe2

and it's all over

35.Bxe2 Qf2+ 36.Kh1l Qel+ 37.Kh2 Rf2+
Thanks for the many fascinating battles, Tom. Ras
Peace0-1

ICU Website Opens Up
Apart from a few exceptions, all parts of the websire
publically accessible from March 2007 until furthmtice.
For ordinary ICU members, this means that loginé na
longer be required to view ratings, articles andstaiher
content. However, website editors and committee bbezg
with access to private data will continue to reguogins
(and PINS).

Current ICU members who have website accounts if
they wish, continue to login to access the sitearffrom
the display of the member's name in the top rigither,
the extra features that logging-in makes availabée

When a member logs-in the site is aware of theantidy
and so can provide a link (under the Ratings cajego
the left) straight to the member's rating data. halit a
login, this link will not appear, but members cdill giew
their rating history (see below).

Edit Preferences is a link that appears under Mesrdfiter
logging-in and allows members to choose between
default dark style of the site or the alternatiight style.
The chosen preference is currently stored with nl
account details and in the absence of a login itheuses
the default style.

Voting is only available to logged-in members.

The My Rating link is convenient but won't appeathaut
a login. So how can a member still view their rgtiristory
without logging in? There are two ways to do thisth are
links under the heading Ratings on the left.

1. Click List Ratings, which lists all the ratings a
given list (by default, the latest list). Scrollvdo
the list for your name or search using the f
provided at the top. When you find your na
click your rating and your whole rating histg

will be displayed.

Click List Members, which lists all players wi
have been an ICU member at some time sinc
website began operation (late 2004). Scroll d
the list for your name or search using the f
provided at the top. When you find it, click ya
name and your rating history will be displayed.

PINs, which are issued to members when they joch

season, are still required for keeping a websiginlactive

or registering a new one. However, if a member dbes
care about the small number of extra features tapgn

dw provides, they don't need to login and theeefion't

need a PIN.

If a member does want to login they will need a PIN
number, so they must be subscribed to the ICUutaré
seasons, members are recommended to subscribe tmlin
avoid any hassle. In practice it has proved a ehg# for
{[he membership officer to consistently acknowlegdgstal
subscriptions with the correct ICU and PIN numbeéns.
contrast, online subscriptions mean less work for a

concerned and are much more reliable and efficient.

You can express your opinion on website accessyoli
this poll. You'll have to login though, as voting ane of
the few remaining features still requiring ICU mearghip.

sMarcel Castricum Memorial Tournament

Three Irish players were among the 28 competitbithe
Marcel Castricum memorial tournament held in the
Netherlands recently. John Cassidy and Rory Quihn o

W nnis chess club and Kieran O'Driscoll made theney

to Marcel's home town of Cuijk in Southern Holland.
During his time in Ireland Marcel played for bothmrits
and Cork chess clubs, as well as winning the North
Munster and Connaught championships.

The tournament was held at Vianen chess club jgstost

distance from Marcel's final resting place in Cuijkhe

pace of play was fast with just 20 minutes per @idgr all

moves. Best of the Irish was Rory Quinn who finishe

6th place on 4% points. Kieran and John both sc@téd
pgigts and finished in 20th and 22nd place respelgti

All in all, the tournament was a very enjoyable amel a

Ofice tribute to Marcel. It even garnered some press

coverage in the local media. It is to be hoped ithatil run
again next year and that some more Irish playdigravel
to play in it. Special thanks must go to Marceksemts
Henk and Elly Castricum for the welcome affordedatb
the Irish players.

Ennis chess club paid its own small tribute to Mhigy
presenting the winner of the U1400 section in tmmi&
tournament with a perpetual trophy, the Marcel Gagh
Cup.

ofp@ry Kasparov Interview

megrmer World Champion Gary Kasparov gave an ingswvi
tp Ryan Tubriday last April in which he talks mairslbout

Russian politics and his bodkow Life Imitates Ches§ o

listen to the interview, click on the following knand

'%{8" down to the show from thé' &f April.

dttp://www.rte.ie/radiol/podcast/podcast tubridy.xm
orm

British Women's Chess Association

Irish players are eligible to play in events runthg British
er\?(omen's Chess Association (BWCA). See
ttp://mwww.bwchess.org.uk/BWCA/index.plipr events.

D
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The Irish Championships

Text: John Healy and Mark Orr
Photos: Mark Orr
For a number of years, the Irish was in need of adg
shakeup. A nine round closed Swiss, it required
much of a committment from many top players
participate, leading to poorly attended tourname
Generous sponsorship from Island Oil & Gas alonth
the vision of the organizers brought a dramatiangleathis
year. The tournament was an open, and was also toy
non-lrish players. Along with increased prize-mgnthys

afforded the top players a chance at a title normast
year's top seeds, FMs Daly, Short and Brady, wareq
by foreign grandmasters Mark Hebdon, Stewart Cosig
Nick Pert and Eduardas Rozentalis, as well as @
domestic players such as Brian Kelly, Gavin Walld
Mark Orr in a field of around 50 (compared withtlgsar's
dozen or so). The Royal Dublin Hotel on O'Connate&t
in Dublin was the venue, as it will be again negay |
believe.

IM Brian Kelly and defending champion FM Stepk
Brady would emerge joint Irish champions, while (
Mark Hebdon won the tournament overall, but nowtuve
to a blow-by-blow account of the tournament (witlarks
to Mark Orr, from whose online daly report some eniaf
has been shamelessly reproduced).

As with any large open, round 1 saw some mismatches

bcd

,,,,,, / //
g /@/@%

%

NN W OO N

//////

—_

il Tz T

b

O'Connell,G - McCabe,D
IRL-ch Dublin (1), 30.06.2007
17.d5! exd5 18.Bxf6 dxc4 19.Qf5 gxf6 20.Bbl 1-0

Gerry McCarthy and | both hung pieces very earlyamd
most games went with seeding. The only dramatiensal
was Gearoidin Ui Laighléis beating former Irish @ipgon
Eamon Keogh.

* A norm is one of the requirements for the title of
International Master (IM) or International Grandteas
(GM). It is essentially a certain level of performea in
a strong enough tournament. Normally, you needeth
of these plus a high enough rating to earn a thieygh
one norm earned in an Olympiad is enough on its. 0

Ui Laighleis,G - Keogh,E
IRL-ch Dublin (1), 30.06.2007

1.d4 Nf6 2.Nf3 c6 3.e3 g6 4.Bd

d5 5.Nbd2 Bg7 6.0-0 0-0 7.Rel |
38-c3 Nbd7 9.e4 dxe4 10.Nxe
Mwd 11.Bxed Qc7 12.Bg5 i
%3.Bh4 f5 14.Bc2 Re8 15.Bg3 fi@
A Bh4 Nf8 17.g3 Bh6 18.Bg
vidxg5 19.Nxg5 fxg3 20.fxg3 cf
21.Ne4 Nd7 22.dxc5 NxcL
@R.-Nf6+ Kf7 24.Nxe8 Kxe8 25.Qd4 Qe? 26.Qh8+ Kd7
27.Radl+ Kc6 28.Qd8 Qc7 29.Qxc7+ Kxc7 30.Rfl a5
31.Rf7+ Nd7 32.Rxh7 Ra6 33.Bxg6 1-0

Round 2 was far more sensational. A trio of strémgh
ysayers earned results against the grandmastetsh Jo
feadmond beat top seed Eduardas Rozentalis, Gerry
an'Connell beat Mark Hebden and Simon Jeffares held
Stuart Conquest.

Redmond,J - Rozentalis,E
IRL-ch Dublin (2), 01.07.2007
Notes by John Healy

en

1.f41?
Bird's Opening isn't seen much at
the top level since Bent Larsson
stopped playing, but it's still
perfectly servicable, with a few
strong players like IM Timothy
Taylor and GM Henrik Danielsen
still using it regularly.
1...d5 2.e3 g6 3.Nf3 Bg7 4.Be2 Nd7
This move, intending a quick e5, is
one of the more topical defences
- against the Bird's.

< 4 5.Nc3 c6 6.d3 e5 7.e4 Ne7 8.fxeb
Nxe5 90 0 d4 10.Nbl Nxf3+ 11.Bxf3 0-0 12.Bf4 c5
13.a4 Nc6 14.Na3 Be6 15.Bg4 a6 16.Bxe6 fxe6 17.Qg4
Qd7 18.Nc4 Rae8 19.a5 Nb4 20.Rf2 Re7 21.Rafl Ref7
22.b3 Rf6 23.Qe2 Na2 24.Bd2 Nc3 25.Qel Nb5 26.Bf4
Qd8 27.Qe2 Nc3 28.Qel R6f7 29.Bd2 Rxf2 30.Rxf2 Nb5
31.Rxf8+ Qxf8 32.Qf2 Qxf2+ 33. Kxf2 Kf7
After all the exchanges,
think White's a bit better
his knight is stronger.
34.Bf4 Ke7 35.g4 Kd7
36.h4 Bfé 37.h5 gxh
38.gxh5 Nc3 39.Kf3 Na2
40.Bd2! Kc6 41.Kg4 Nb4
42.Bxb4!
Taking the game into
knight  versus bishoj
endgame, but also creati
pawn weaknesses whid
he'll later exploit.
42...cxb4 (D)

wn
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43.Kf4 Bg7 44.Kg5 Kc5 45.Kf4 h6 46.e5!
Now the black pawn on d4 is doomed.

46...Kd5 47.Nb6+ Kc6 48.Ked4 Kc5 49.Nc4 Bf8 50.N

Better is 43.Rd8.

43...Rel 44.Nb3 Nd2+ 45.Kh2

Now it's mate in six. Instead, 45.Kf2 Rfl+ 46.Ke3US
47.cxb3 Rxgl would have left Black a clear piece up
45.. .Nfl+

And White resigned in view of 46.Kh3 Re3+ 47.Nf3fBx
48.Nd2 Bh1l+ 49.Nf3 Rxf3+ 50.Kg4 f5# 0-1

Simon Jeffares drew with GM Stewart Conquest adter
rook endgame, and was involved in the last gaméef
round to finish for the second day running!

Play was stopped Wimbledon-style due to rain twite
round three, as the top table was moved to avaj drom
a leaky roof! None of this disturbed top Irish sedd
JBrian Kelly, as he demolished IM Mark Orr in a wild

Be7 51.Nf3 Kc6 52.Nxd4+ Kd7 53.Nf3 Bd8 54.d4 Bxagame.

55.d5 Bb6 56.Nd4 exd5+ 57.Kxd5 Bd8 58.Nf5 B
59.e6+ Kc7 60.Kc5 Bd2 61.Kd5 b6 62.Nd6 Bg5 63.N

Be7 64.Ne5 Bg5 65.Nc6 Bd2 66.Nb8! Kd8

g5
%elly,B - orr,M

. IRL-ch Dublin (3), 02.07.2007
Of course, not 66...Kxb8 67.e7, but if Black trtessave Notes by Mark Ofr IM

the a-pawn, e6-e7 cuts him off from defending e8.
67.Nxa6 Ke8 68.Nb8 Be3 69.Nc6 Bc5 70.Nd4
When the knight goes to f5, one of the pawns il fL-0

-
Gerry O'Connell beat English grandmaster Mark Hebdo

after the latter made an error on move forty.

a b ¢ d e f g h
| ////
old %@76
5%/%1% %
e A
i %®/ 3
: g% WLl
iia / . &

Hebden,M - O ConneII,G
IRL-ch Dublin (2), 01.07.2007
40.Rd1?? Rxh3!

If White recaptures, the knight forks king and rdam 2.

41.Ng1 Rxe3 42.Rxd5 Bc6 43.Rd4?

1.d4 Nfé 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 cb5

4.d5 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.e4 g6
7.Bd3 Bg7 8.h3 0-0 9.Nf3 b5

10.Nxb5 Re8 11.Nc3 Nxe4

. 12.Nxe4 Bf5?!

12...f5 13.Bg5 Qd7 14.Nfd2

Ba6 15.Bxa6 Nxa6 16.0-0 fxe4
17.Nc4 Nb4

s 13.Nfg5! h6

» 13...Bxe4? 14.Bxed4 h6 15.Ne6
fxe6 16.0-0

14.0-0 hng 15.Nxg5 Bxd3 16.Qxd3 Nd7 17.f4?! Qe7
18.Bd2

18.f5 Qe2 19.Qxe2 Rxe2 20.fxg6 fxgb6

18...Bxb2 19.Rael Qf6 20.Kh1 Qf5! 21.Qb5 Bd4 (D)

57_757@78
i /@/x/
7 X 7: 6

% % g %4

U U Al
&/ % A

4

ey
VomA

N W #{0) N
“ﬂ?
D’p a
\ o
!]]E -
&

—_

_..H]:ﬂi
Q&\
s\

22.Reb! Nf6!

22...fxe6 23.Qxd7 exd5 (23...Bg7 24.dxe6) 24.Qh78 K
25.94 Qf6 26.f5 Re7 27.Ne6+ Rxe6 28.Bh6+ Ke8 2998
Ke7 30.Qxa8

23.Rxd6 Rab8 24.Qa6 Rb1?

24...Rb2 25.Qxa7 (25.Bcl Rc2 26.g4 Ned! 27.Qa3 Nf2+
or 25.Bel Qc2 26.Bf2 Nh5 27.Nxf7 Ng3+ 28.Kh2 Nxfl1+)
25...Nh5! 26.Rel Rbl

Page 7




The Irish Chess Journal

25.Kh2 Rxf1 26.Qxf1 Qc2 27.Bcl (D)

abcdefgh

25.Qf1 Qd2+ 26.Khl Rg8 27.Rdl Qxb2 28.Be2 Nc5
29.Rf7 Qe5
Black can no longer ignore White's counterplay,. e.g

8
y Z 29..Qxa2? 30.Rxg7! Kxg7 31.Qf4 Qb2 32.Rgl+ Kh7
7 % / / i/ 7 (32..Kh8?? 33.0xh6#) 33.0f7+ gives White the
6 % H Ak s advantage, pawns be damned.
5| ///8/ @ s 30.Qh3 Qg5 31.Rdfl Na4 32.R7f4 Nc3 33.Rg4 Qe5
%/ ////// > /// J 34.Rg6 Kh7 35.Rff6 Qxf6 36.Rxf6 Bxf6 37.Qf5+ Kg7
4 8 iy 38.Bh5 Bg5 39.Qd7+ (D)
3////%//8 a b ¢ d e f h
Z Z
lamws o [ N W
1 0 é% A@A 1 714 & /
a e f g h 6 7
_
27...Rb8? 5 /
27...Bf2 28.Nf3 (28.Rxf6 Rel) 28...Ne4 29.Rc6 Rb8 e
28.Nf3 Ne4 29.Nxd4 cxd4 30.Rc6 Qxa2 31.f5 Qxd5 7=
32.xg6 5 33.Rc7 d3 34.Qf4 d2 35.Rh7 Qd6 3
35...d1Q 36.Qxb8+ Qd8 37.Qe5 2 87//
36.Qxd6 Nxd6 37.Bxd2 Ne4 38.Be3 a6 39.Ra7 1-0 1 / ¢

GM Mark Hebden must have been less than pleasdd
his form (or luck!) as Peter Cafolla took a drawkdifn. In
truth, Cafolla had him beaten, but | assume heshast of
time (and even if he wasn't, | can't blame himtéking the
draw against such an illustrious opponent.)

Cafolla,P - Hebden,M
IRL-ch Dublin (3), 02.07.2007
Notes by John Healy

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 Bg7 4.e4 d6 5.Be2 0-0 6.KE
7.d5 Na6 8.Bg5 h6 9.Bh4 g5 10.Bg3 Nxe4 11.Nxe4
12.Nfd2 fxe4 13.Nxe4 Bf5 14.f3 g4 15.Bf2 gxf3 16§
Bxe4 17.fxe4 (D)

f h

9

BE/ @/ @/ :
s Tl
| zalan U
N s
188 el Ak
2 0 Wwd O H|
a b ¢c d e f g h

17...Rxf2!?

This attack looks promising. While it's awkward get
more pieces to support the queen, White's kingigoing
to find a haven any time soon.

18.Kxf2 Qh4+ 19.Kg2 Qxed+ 20.Kh3 Qe3+ 21.Kg2 ¢
22.Rf1 Kh8 23.Bh5 Nb4 24.Rf5 Nd3
I haven't explored all the options for Black in thest few
moves, but there are no obvious errors. Here, He
might have liquidated with 24...Bxb2 25.Rb1 Rg8+Kt6l
Nd3 27.Qe2 Bd4 28.Qxe3 Bxe3 29.h3 b6

wit
And here the players agreed a draw, though | think
White can play for the win safely enough, e.g. 3%Kh8
40.Bf7 e3 (40...Rg7 41.Qe8+ Kh7 42.Be6) 41.Bxg8 Bxg
42.h4 Bf6 43.Qe6+ Kg7 44.Qxe3 Y2-Y»

/

With the grandmasters dropping points, the stage sead
for an Irishman taarpe pignusBrian Kelly stormed into
sole lead with a delicate win in a R+P endgame regai
Stephen Jessel. There was no luck for the Irisinagthe
4 GMs who all won their games.

M B,

-JLJ fa

V& w3 ™ -,

Jessel,S - Kelly,B
IRL-ch Dublin (4), 03.07.2007

24 e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nc3 Bb4 4.e5 Ne7 5.a3 Bxc3+ 63bxc
b6 7.Qg4 Ng6 8.h4 h5 9.Qg3 Ba6 10.Bxa6 Nxa6 11.Bg5
b%g7 12.a4 Nb8 13.Ne2 Nc6 14.0-0 Nce7 15.Qd3 Rc8
Jab5 Nc6 17.axb6 cxb6 (D)
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18.Ra2 Rc7 19.Rfal Na5 20.Ncl Ne7 21.Bxe7 Q
22.93 0-0 23.Nb3 Nc4 24.Nd2 a5 25.Rb1 Nxd2 26.Q

Rc6 27.Rb3 Rfc8 28.Raa3 Rc4 (D)
[ d e f g

b

e /é/yﬁﬁ%
| B BN

29.Qcl R8c6 30.Qal g6 31.Ra4 Qc7 32.Rxc4 R
33.Qb2 Rc6 34.Qal Kg7 35.Kg2 Qc8 36.Kgl Q
37.Qf1 Qxfl+ 38.Kxfl f6 39.exf6+ Kxf6 40.Ke2 ¢
41.hxg5+ Kxgb 42.Kf3 a4 43.Ra3 b5 44.Kg2 Rab6 45.Kf3
Ra8 46.Ra2 a3 47.Kg2 Kg4 48.f3+ Kg5 49.Kh3 Ra7

50.Kg2 h4 (D)
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NN
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i a 78/
B a2l & %
BB E N

51.Kh3 hxg3 52.Kxg3 Kf5 53.Kf2 Kf4 54.Ke2
The decisive mistake? 54.Rxa3 looks better. (JH)

defgh

e 22

//////

Y
/%7@7 ’
%W/é/

2 & |

d e f g h

xe7 Redmond, J. - Hebden, M.

d2 IRL-ch, Dublin (5), 04.07.2007

43.Rxf8 Kxf8 44.Qxb4+ Kg7 45.a5 bxa5 46.Qxa5 Qe8
47.Qc7+ Re7 48.Qc3 Qb8 49.Qd4 Qa7 50.Re4 Qxd4+
51.Rxd4 Rf5 52.Kf2 Rf8 53.Ke2 Kg6 54.Kd3 Kif5
55.Rd6 Rb7 56.Rxh6 Rxb2 57.Rh5+ Kg6 58.Rg5+ Kh6
59.Ke4 Rb4+ 60.Kd5 Rd8+ 61.Ke6 Rb6+ 62.Kf5 Rf8+

Yo-Yo

Simon Jeffares got top seed GM
Rozentalis to a rook and knight
endgame, but was tied down and
quickly ran out of ideas. Rozentalis
slowly crushed him.

Rozentalis,E - Jeffares,S
IRL-ch Dublin (5) 04.07.2007

b h

%// % T

a6
5

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

VA vV 2
7
% %8

e f

29.Kd3 Ke7 30.g4 Kd7 31.Rh6 Ke7 32.g5 Nd7 33.f4
Nb6 34.Rh7 Nd7 35.Ke3 Nb6 36.Ke4 Nd7 37.c4 Nb6
38.b3 Nd7 39.c5 Nf8 40.Rh8 Nd7 41.Rxb8 Nxb8
42.Nxb7 Nd7 43.Na5 Nb8 44.Kd3 Kd7 45.Nc4 Ke7
46.Ne5 Kf8 47.Kc3 Ke7 48.Kb2 f6 49.Ng4 Nd7 50.Ka3
1-0

54...Ra8 55.Kf2 Rh8 56.Ke2 Rh2+ 57.Kd3 Rf2 58.Rxa3

Rxf3+ 59.Kd2 b4 0-1

In round 5, Kelly quickly draw with GM Nick Pert. Nb
Stuart Conquest beat FM Phillip Short to shareléhe on
4% points. John Redmond again proved a thorn
grandmaster's side (again using Bird's Openingiidihg

Mark Hebden to a draw.

15 year old Sam Osborne defeated FM Colm Daly in a
marathon 91-move, seven hour game, in which Saonet
point announced checkmate, only to have Daly takein
prise rook. Sam went on to win the resulting QVR

.endgame.
in a

Brian Kelly's win as Black over Stuart Conquestllyea
made it look like his tournament to lose. Not odig he
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retake the sole lead, a half point ahead of Ped 2/ Rb7 f6 55.Kf3 g5 56.Rb5+ Kg6 57.Rb6 Ral 58.Rb8
Rozentalis, but people started talking about thesibdity f5 59.Rg8+ Kf6 60.Rf8+ Ke6 61.Re8+ Kf7 62.Rb8 g4+

of a GM norm.

Conquest,S - Kelly,B
IRL-ch Dublin (6), 05.07.2007

63.Kf2 Ra2+ 64.Kg3 Re2 65.Kf4 Rf2+ 66.Kg5 Rf3
67.Rb6 g3 68.Rf6+ Ke7 69.Rg6 Rfl 70.Kh6 Rhl+
71.Kg7 Rh4 0-1

1.d4 d5 2.c4 ¢6 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.Nf3 a6 5.c5 Nbd7 6.B#45 Mark Hebden won beautifully against Tony Fox intedy-
7.Bd2 Nhf6é 8.Bf4 Nh5 9.9g3 Nxf4 10.gxf4 b6 11.cxblke ending.

Qxb6 12.Qc2 e6 13.e3 c5 14.Be2 cxd4 15.Nxd4 BRh?
16.a3 Rc8 17. Rgl g6 18.Rd1 Be7 (D)

%3/@

/

%7

-
/4%3

efmg/;/h

40.Bf3 Bxf3 41.Kxf3 Rxa3 42.Rbl Bf8 43.Nd4 Kg
44 Ke2 Rc3 45.Ral Bxb4 46.Rxa6 Bc5 47.Rad K
48.Kd2 Bxd4 49.Rxd4 Ra3 (D)

h

b ¢ d e f g
3 3L

8

6 @//191?‘1

> » /// P
B B-B-y
3 BN
2

7
EE R N
a b ¢ d e f g h

50.Ke2 e5 51.Rd6+ Kf5 52.fxe5 Kxe5 53.Rb6 K

ebden,M - Fox,A
IRL-ch Dublin (6), 05.07.2007
Notes by John Healy

7 %‘g_%% ;/; i % i 1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nf3 Nf6é 4.Bg5 Be7 5.Nc3 0-0 6h&3
s 7 Y Y 7.Bh4 b6 8.Bd3 Bb7 9.0-0 Nbd7 (D)
® *7@2% %} %} ® c d e f g h
5 1 ‘/ 0k .
N i )
3 g/ % ,,,,,, %/ ///// % 3 ; / /7/ )
2 M@%g% Al . 7 -~
1 %/E@ ///// =, 5/ /‘///////5
C/ /,,é,/ /,é// - 4 /g//g/ ///% @4
19.Kf1 Rc7 20 de Qd6 21.Nf3 0-0 22.h4 Nb6 23.h5 o DaAH b
. . . . . W 7 %
Qd8 24.hxg6 hxg6 25.Ne5 Bf6 26.Qc2 Bg7 27.Bg4 Qe7 A& /&/ A& £
28.Qe2 Nc4 29.Nxc4 Rxc4 30.Qd2 d4 31.Ne2 dxe3 1= %@’/ﬁ@
32.fxe3 Rfc8 33.Qd7 Qxd7 34.Rxd7 R4c7 35.Rd2 Rc2 2 b c de f g h
36.Rd7 R2c7 37.Rxc7 Rxc7 38.b4 Re2 39.Kf2 Raz (D Queen's Gambit Declined, Tartakower variation. he
database at the moment, and | don't know the ogewéti,
/ / /@ but this all looks fairly normal.
/%g/ Y 10.Bg3 c5 11.Qe2 Ne4 12.cxd5 exd5 13.Racl Nxg3
{y ‘/ ] 14.hxg3 Nf6 15.dxc5 bxc5 16.Rfdl Qb6 17.b3 Rfd8
/% %% 18.e4 dxed4 19.Nxe4 Nxe4 20.Bxed4 Bxed 21.Qxed Bf6
) |5 22.Rel Rac8 23.Re2 Qb5 24.Rec2 Rc7 25.Qc4 Rb8
/ g/g/ 26.Qf4 Rbc8 27.Rc4 a5 28.g4 Qd7 29.Rel Rc6 30.Qd2

Qxd2 31.Nxd2 Rd8 32.Ne4 Bd4 33.Kfl Rd5 34.Rd1 (D)

%%%%%?/
6 %%%%%@7
O;%Q%
%} »
. 3
8 &
a b ¢ d e f
34..Kf8?

Black makes his first serious error. Necessary was

34...Re5. Now, White emerges a clear pawn up iook r

endgame after

35.Nxc5! Rexe5 36.Rxc5 Rxch5 37.Rxd4 Ke7 38.Ke2 f5

39.gxf5 Rxf5 40.Ke3 Ke6 41.Rd8 h5 42.Ra8!

Tying Black's rook to the fifth rank.

rQZ...RbS 43.93 Kf5 44.f3 g5 45.Ra6 Re5+ 46.Kd4 Rb5
7.Kc4 Re5 48.a4 (D)
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a b ¢c d e f g h
o 7 7 7 )
Y U 7 I
B
48%%/2%% %%//%4
3w & T AH Is
2 %%/ %%/ %%/%2
I B B B N

a b ¢c d e f g h

I'll just pause here to marvel at how Hebdon's Bé&tk in
knots here. | suppose you could call this zugswasgyith
rook and king unable to move, Black must make allfa
weakening pawn move.

48...h4

48...g4 49.f4 Re3 50.Rxa5+ Kg6 51.Rg5+ Kh6 52.a8
comfortable win for White.

49.gxh4 gxh4 50.Kd4!

Oh, and by the way, Black has to lose his a-pawn to
50...Rel 51.Rxa5+ Kf4 52.Rh5 Kg3 53.a5 h3 54.b4
55.b5 Ral 56.h6 Rxa5 57.b7 Rxh5 58.b8Q+ K
59.Qb2+ Kg3 60.Qb8+ Kf2 61.Qb2+ Kg3 62.Ke3 (D)

b d f
%
>y
5> %
7. 7 7
V44 /%
gL

A RNN

a

7 7

\

¢
Y,
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\

e 9
g g
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4 4
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62...Rh7
62...n1Q 63.Qg7+ Kh2 64.Kf2 — Mark Orr
63.Qb8+ Kh3 64.Qc8+ Kg2 65.Qg8+ 1-0

Kelly's round seven clash with Rozentalis was avdiand
Glienke held Pert. Conquest and Short both wonoio
Pert and Rozentalis a half point behind Kelly.

f

ity

h

s

€ 9

%

8

V.
%

% .

7,

2%

Jessel,S - Conquest,S
IRL-ch (7), 06.07.2007
27.Qd1??
27.94 hxg4 28.fxg4=
27...Rb3!
Missing 27...Qxa3+!! 28.bxa3 Rxa3#
28.Re2
28.Qcl delays mate for a good number of movesitbu
simple win for Black.
28...Rxa3+ 0-1

In round eight, Kelly drew again, this time with ARAilip
Short. Pert beat Conquest, which left Kelly and Rejoint
first with one round left.

Pert,N - Conquest,S
tIRL-ch Dublin (8), 07.07.2007

1.d4 g6 2.e4 Bg7 3.Nc3 dE
#Be3 c6 5.Nf3 Nfé 6.h3 0-G=
7.Qd2 b5 8.Bd3 Nbd7 9.0-F s
e5 10.dxe5 dxe5 11.Ne2 &
12.a4 Rb8 13.Ng3 Qe!
H2l.Rfdl Re8 15.c3 Nc!
f26.Bc2 bxad4 17.Bxc5 Qxc!
18.Bxa4 Bf8 19.b4 Qb
20.Qg5 Kg7 21.Nh4 Ngd

(D)

NN W OO N

—_

22.Ngf5+ Bxf5 23.Nxf5+ Kh8 24.Nd6 Re7 25.Bb3 Bh6
26.Qg4 Rf8 27.Nc8 5 28.Nxb6 fxg4 29.Bxg8 1-0

Mark Hebden continued his resurgence with a quick

(though complicated) win over Colm Daly. | was gpito
annotate this game until | found the line 12...cxb2

13.Kxb2 e6 14.e5 Rxdl 15.Rxd1l Nbd7 16.Nxe6!!+-. |

give up. Really, | do.

Hebden,M - Daly,C
IRL-ch Dublin (8), 07.07.2007

1.d4 Nf6é 2.Nf3 g6 3.Nc3 d5 4.Bf4 Bg7 5.Qd2 0-0 68Bh
Bxh6 7.Qxh6 c5 8.dxc5 Qa5 9.0-0-0 Rd8 10.Ng5 d4
11.e4 dxc3 12.Bc4 Nc6 13.Bxf7+ Kh8 14.Bb3 Ne5 15.f4
Bg4 16.fxe5 Rxdl+ 17.Rxdl cxb2+ 18.Kxb2 Qxc5
19.exf6 Qe5+ 20.c3 1-0

Gearoidin Ui Laighléis was fighting for a draw agsi

Stephen Short when suddenly a shock pawn move
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unexpectedly finished him off by cutting his bishoff
from an advancing pawn.

QO

%§U
-

o

N
N

//////

//////////////

e

7
g
Ui Laighleis,G - Short,S
IRL-ch Dublin (8), 07.07.2007
51...Kxg4?? 52.e5! ¢5 53.dxc5 Bxe5 54.a6 1-0

h

There was great drama in the last round. Brian y

needing a draw for a GM norm, unfortunately coutt

stop the in-form Mark Hebden. With Pert and Rozén
drawing, that meant Hebden and Pert shared fiestephnd
Brian was joint third and assured of at least aeslod the
title of Irish Champion, depending on the result oofe
other game - Philip Short versus Stephen Bradys Trise

encounter was the last game to finish and involvexde

than one time scramble but eventually Stephen, kdm

the edge in a long bishop and pawn endgame, em
victorious and thus shared the title with Brian.

Hebden,M - Kelly,B
IRL-ch Dublin (9), 08.07.2007

Qc7 7.Bd2 e6 8.Bb5+ Nc6 9.0-0 Bd6 10.Bb4 0-0 11.8
bxc6 12.Nbd2 Nd7 13.Rfcl Rfb8 14.Bxd6 Qxd6 15.Q
a5 16.Nb3 Rb4 17.a3 Rb5 18.a4 Rb4 19.Ne5 N

20.dxe5 Qb8 21.Nd4 Qxe5 22.Qxc6 Rbb8 23.Rc5 E
24.Racl h5 25.R1c3 h4 26.f3 Bg6 27.b3 Qg5 28.Q

Rd8 29.Qf4 Qxf4 30.exf4 Ra6 31.Kf2 (D)

y

| B / /

When | saw the position after Whltes 31st moviolught
that he surely had enough for the draw. Shows Wwkiabw
(JH) - Hebdon made those powerful rooks tell.

31...f6 32.Rc7 Be8 33.Re7 Bf7 34.Rcc7 Rf8 35.Ke36H
36.Kd2 g5 37.fxg5 fxg5 38.Kc3 Rd6 39.Nc6 1-0

this occasion, it's great that

Short,P - Brady,S

12.fxe3 0-0 13.Be2 Ng4

Nc6 25.Kc3 Rc7 26.Nf3

eh7.Bxd1 Bxc8 (D)

While it's a shame that Brian didn't make his GMm®@n

he (and other Ipistyers) had

the possibility to make norms as well as a shossnast) GM
opposition (which several players made the most Aff)
this was made possible by the sponsor (thanks 3gaid
the adoption of a open format which we can all tzedul

. . *
is planned to continue next year

IRL-ch Dublin (9), 08.07.2007

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nf3 b6 4.a3 Ba6 5.Qc2 Bb7 6.Ni3
7.e4 cxd4 8.Nxd4 Bc5 9.Nb3 Nc6 10.Bf4 e5 11.Be3 Bxe

14.Qd2 Qg5 15.Nd5 Nf6

16.Nxf6+ Qxf6 17.0-0-0 Nd8 18.Qxd7 Bxe4 19.Qg4 Qg6
20.0xg6 hxg6 21.Rhgl Rc8 22.Nd2 Bf5 23.b4 a5 24.Kb2

f6 27.Rd6 Kf7 28.b5 Ne7

29.Rgdl Rb8 30.Nd2 Be6 31.Ne4 Nf5 32.Rc6 Rxc6
33.bxc6 Rc8 34.g4 Nxe3 35.Nd6+ Kf8 36.Nxc8 Nxdl+

—_

n f
la 8 /A//%/
(D
o &8 A&
5* % ?/?7
| maE
erged {iB-E B
) 77 7 K

1

€6 43.h4 5 44.95 Ba2 45.

RXc6 57.Ke3 Bd5 58.Kxf2

)d6.Bb3 Kb5 66.Kf3 Bd3

78.Bb3 (D)

o
()

B R
a b ¢c d e f g h

38.c5 b5 39.Be2 Ke7 40.Bxb5 Kd8 41.Be2 Kc7 42.Bf3
1.d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.Nf3 Nf6 4.e3 Bf5 5.cxd5 cxd5 6.y

69.Kd3 Kc5 70.Ba4 Bb7 71.
Bg6+ 74.Ke3 Bf5 75.Bf7 Bc2 76.Kd2 Be4 77.Kc3 Bf5

Kb2 Bc4 46.Kc3 Bb5 47.Bd5

XB8e2 48.Bf7 Bh5 49.Bd5 Bg4 50.Bf7 f4 51.Bxg6 f3
C3» Be4 2 53. Bg2 Be2 54.h5 Bxh5 55.Kd2 Bf3 56.Bf1

Kxc5 59.Ke3 Kd6 60.Ba6

2 61.Bc4 Bh3 62.Ba6 Bf5 63.Be2 Bbl 64.Bc4 Kcb

67.Ke3 Bc4 68.Bdl Bd5
Bb3 Bc6 72.Bc2 Be8 73.Bb3

9

e
N

/

W
7,

\
N
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/

@é
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NN
x.\g N\
\ {‘gx
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o
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| = 5 /
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\
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N WA OO N
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b

*

78...e4 79.Bc4 e3 80.Be2 Bd7 81.Bf3 Bb5 82.a4 Bael

For a dissenting voice, see Letters to the Editor.
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Cork Congress
Michael Bradley

can't castle. By way of compensation, Black has the
bishop-pair and no obvious weaknesses.

160 pl de th to Cork over th "
ver players made the journey to Cork over the 7/ w/// 7Y
8 . 8

Oweekend of the 30 March to $' April in the E/;i} 7 g /Eﬁ
Metropole Hotel. For the masters section, we haal th 7 */‘ // //‘ <
pleasure of welcoming three GM players, namely $tua 6 /*/ / s
Conquest of England who lives in Spain, Alex Babuwof 5 / 7% 5
Russia living in Ireland and Harmen Jonkman, whesdeo . A%A% 8 2///
much travelling we could suggest the airport is nehlee
resides!! In addition, we had some players making t 3 / /@/ 3
journey from Germany, France and England. Localesop > g//&/ g / %g% 2
were on young FM Alex Lopez who plays for Douglas.  ~ pe m / =

Yons P P X 1 @ ///// / E%
The format of the traditional three sections wateratl a c d
slightly to accommodate the more ambitious playtose 9.Nbd2

to the threshold. Players over 1500 could play ahte
masters (1600+) and those over 1150 could playuhe
majors (1200-1600). This was well received by alio
took advantage of it and may become a regular fedtr

the congress. The Masters section had over 60 1glagea

result.

In the masters almost all results went with seedoimd
one. Cork player Paul O'Donovan had nice win

Michael Hansch, over 300 rating points above hiourirl
two produced two great results for Cork playersiB#&ath
and Stephen Short. Both players drew with GMs Ceat
and Jonkman, in slight time trouble David did hadke

9.Nc3 is nearly always played here, e.g.Bal7. 10.b3 h6
11.Bb2 Kc8 12.h3 was game one of that Kasparov-
N ramnik match.

9...h6 10.b3 a5 11.Bb2 a4 12.c¢4?!

With the light squared bishop still on the boaris tis
committal.

12...Be6 13.Rfdl Kc8 14.Nd4 Nxd4 15.Bxd4 b6 16.h3
Bd 17.Ne4 Bf5 18.Bc3 Bxe4 19.Bxb4 Bc2 20.Rdcl axb3
21.axb3 Rxal 22.Rxal Kb7 23.Rc1 Bxb3 24.f4 g6 25.94
Ra8 26.f5 gxf5 27.gxf5 Rg8+ 28.Kh2 Rg5 29.e6 fxe6
180.fxe6 c5 31.e7 Re5 (D)

h
opportunity to convert for a full point but wouldoth 8 7 7 7 7 8
complain about a draw with a GM (I suspect) if offd at . @/ 7 % Y /
the start of the game. Stephen played very well and %w/ " - // _
deservedly got a draw. 6| & //// / X 6
'
Short,S - Jonkman,H [C67] ¢ ;@, g / /
Cork Congress 2007 (2), 2007 3| /?-/ _ / A3
Annotations by John Healy 2 7 / / %)
e

1 i 1
1.e4 €5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 Nf6 (D) - /%/ / /
This is the Berlin Defense, the profile of whichsaaised
when Kramnik used it against Kasparov in their 2@8#Rel?

match.

g h

Missing 32.Bxc5! bxc5 33.Rbl Rxe7 34.Rxb3+ Kc6,
which White can probably hold.

s B 32...Rxel?
8 E/%g@f// /; 8 It looks like 32...Rxe7! 33.Rxe7 cxb4 is winning, iamay
7 /l/ F3 / i %% k| not be possible to stop Black's queenside pawnsrder
6 7@7 m/ s to prevent ...Bc2 and ...b3, White has to give ip t
5 /g/ /*/' 7 5 pawn. After the text, it's very hard to win.
@ @ / /@ 33.Bxel Ba4 34.Bd2 h5 35.Kg3 Kc8 36.Kf2 Kd7 37.Bf4
s\ 8 c6 38.Bc7 b5 39.Bd6 b4 40.Bxc5 b3 41.Ba3 c5 42.Ke2
3 // //%/ ///?3// 3 §7e%j§>2K£§6K4fg égAKM Be8 45.Bxc5 b2 46.Bd4+ Kxe7
2B H AL A A ey '
1BEOAWE 7@. o
a/ 5 /C/ 5 e/
4.0-0 Nxe4 5.d4 Nd6 6.Bxc6 dxc6 7.dxe5 Nf5 8.Qxd8+
Kxd8 (D)
White has an important extra kingside pawn, andciBla
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Path,D (1920) - Conquest,S (2560) [E94]
Cork Congress 2007 Cork (2), 31.03.2007
Annotations by GM Stuart Conquest

1.Nf3 g6 2.c4 Bg7 3.e4 d6 4.d4 Nf6 5.Nc3 0-0 6.8B2
f h

s -
W Hes

7= Vo

o

7

/

e

=8
d

e f

N\
N W > 00 o N oo

={IE >

b g

I almost never play the King's Indian, but in wesders

17.b5!? (D)

White strikes before Black's bishop can reach d7tfis is

also a fairly committal decision, and | wasn't tesised to
see it..

17...Nd8!

Played in the ungainly style of Petrosian - a gtesab of

and quickplays | like to try out different stuffi this gamemine!

this dangerous strategy backfires! Here, for examph
the standard 6...e5 | was worried he might exch
Queens, but a habitual KI player would not be comea
about this.

6...Nbd7 7.0-0 e5 8.Be3 Ng4 9.Bg5 f6

9...Qe8? 10.Nd5 wins. Black needs his knight coning6
to play with ...Qe8.

10.Bcl

| expected 10.Bh4 P.S. I've just discovered | dmae this
as Black against a GM! It was versus |.Farago, ldingive
the next few moves: 10...Nh6 11.Qd2 (not the bgsare!)
11...Nf7 12.Radl c6 13.h3 (why?) 13..a5 14.Qc2
14...Qe7 and now the game became wild: 15.c5
16.dxe5 b5 (best, according to the notes | madeeatime:
White intended Nc3-a4) 17.exf6é Bxfé 18.Bg3 an
eventually blundered a piece and lost, having &t point
not heard a draw offer (!), in Farago-Conquest,tidgs
Masters 1990.

10...Kh8

A rare move here (10...Nh6 is most popular), butanbad
one: there are for example two old games by st
E.German (at the time) GM Knaak.

11.h3 Nh6 12.Be3 Nf7

This didn't feel too bad for me, but of course \Whis
better. 12...f5? 13.Bg5! causes problems.

13.Qc2!

Simple and strong: White prevents ...f5.

13...c6 14.Rfd1 Qe7 15.b4

Black is cramped and has few options. | decidectlease
the tension now, because | didn't like 15...Re&3,6and
then if 16...c5 17.Nb5! [P.S. Having just lookedsaime
games in this line, the move 15...Bh6 suggestH.itsdon't
recall thinking of this at the board.]

15...exd4!? 16.Nxd4 Re8

One idea is ...Nd7-f8-e6.

1 When one of the editors asked GM Conquest for jgsian to
republish these notes, he spoke very highly obtiganizers of the
Cork Congress, saying that they'd treated him wet); It's nice to

dxdfad this one ready: Black threatens

rong

hear positive feedback like this!

18.Bf4 Ne5 19.a4

antrenk | would have chosen Rabl here or on thevipres

move.
19...Be6

At last the bishop gets out! | think | expected NbG6
here. Certainly Dave's move came as a surprise.
20.Na2!? Bg8

Played in the spirit of: "that will teach him nat take my
bishops." | was starting to feel optimistic.

21.Racl Rc8 22.Qd2 Ndf7 23.a5 a6

An undesirable weakness, but a5-a6 was annoying.
24)Nb4 Ng5

...c5 as asll
...Nxe4.

129.Bxg5 fxg5 (D)

QO

,,,,,,

NN W OO N

,,,,,,

>

2Look at my new bishop! | was so pleased that | degpmy

guard.

26.bxc6 bxc6 27.Nf3!

I hadn't seen this. Worse, | was running shortroét and
needed to move quite fast.

27...Nxf3+

Petrosian would have found 27...Nf7! here. Mucterlat
(days, not hours) this move came to me in my he#g -
funny how these things happen.

28.Bxf3

Here | thought: 28...Be5 (obvious) 29.Nd3 (obvioB$%
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(obvious) 30.Nb4 (obvious, but maybe 30.c5 is gdeli8
(obvious) and I'm okay. Then | thought, well, whyt fust

go 28...Red8 first? Then if 29.Nxa6 (obvious) | davQa7

(or perhaps ...c5). So then | just played the mbveadn't
much time, but those were pretty much my tho
processes.

28...Red8?? 29.Bg4

Of course. No sooner had the rook left my hand theaw
Bg4 screaming out at me.

29...Beb

29...Rc7 30.Nxa6

30.Bxe6 Qxe6 31.0Qxg5 Rd7

31...Qxe4 32.Rel Qff32...Qd4? 33.Nxc633.Qxf5 gxf5
34.Nxa6 was also pretty depressing.
objective choices when one's position is fallingrap

32.Qg4 Qxg4 33.hxg4 Rb7 34.Nd3 c5!? 35.Rbl Rc

36.Rxb7 Rxb7 37.e5?

37.Nxc5! won a second pawn. Black would be hopble

lost in that case.
37...Bxe5 38.Nxe5 dxe5 39.Rd5 e4 40.Rxc5 Kg7 41.
Rb4 42.Kh2 Ra4 43.Rxa6 Rxc4 (D)
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A lot more happened. It's a bit pomtless to araltlss
rook ending (we were both in time-trouble by nogijice
White had an easy win a few moves back. | was

—_

1

fortunate not to lose this game. | didn't play baally up to
27.Nf3, but | played too slowly. Dave played wefide

never stood worse: he kept the pressure up wh
mattered. %2-%2

GM Alex Baburin and FM Alex Lopez made very sc

starts and indeed drew their meeting.

Baburin,A (2545) - Lopez,A (2337) [E12]

Cork Chess Congress (4), 31.03.2007

Annotations by GM Alexander Baburin
(www.chesstoday.net

1.d4 b6 2.c4 Bb7 3.Nc3 Nf6 (D)

4.Nf3

This is not the most ambitious plan - White sim
develops pieces, not avoiding transformation toQieen's
Indian Defence. The critical lines are 4.Qc2 artb4.
4..e65.a3

Now we have one of the main positions of the P&ro
Variation of the Queen's Indian Defence.

5...d5

Also possible, but less popular here is 5...Ne4

It's hard tdker

a b ¢c d e f g h
By W His
7%3%:%:%37
ught 6 % //// % %6
| DA T )
. B P
18 SWd oo 8|

a b ¢ d e f g h

T&Bg5

The main line runs 6.cxd5 Nxd5 7.Qc2 As | don'talisu
ffay the Queen's Indian Defence, | knew little abihis
position. But | suspected that my young opponergwkn
28¥en less!

6...Be7 (D)
Rc6

This position resembles the Tartakower-Makagonov-
Bondarevsky variation of the QGD.fH4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3
Nf6 4.Bgb Be7 5.e3 0-0 6.Nf3 h6 7.Bh4 b6 -].ed.
However, there are small differences: 1) Black has
MAtYuded ...h6; 2) Black has already committed Iight-
squared bishop to b7. In case of cxd5 exd5 thikopis
imight be better off on e6; 3) White has spent tonea2-
ea13 liwhich may or may not be a very useful move.
7.e3
@ack has few problems after 7.cxd5 Nxd5 8.Bxe7 Qxe
Nxd5 Bxd5 10.Rcl 0-0 11.e3 Rc8 12.Bd3 c¢5 13.dxc5
Rxc5 14.Rxc5 Qxc5 15.Qbl h6 16.0-0 Nd7 T.Petrosian-
Polugaevsky, Moscow 1969.
For White it makes sense to exchange the f6-knigBtxf6
Bxf6 8.cxd5 exd5 9.g3 leads to complicated game, fo
example: 9...0-0 10.Bg2 Qe7 11.0-0 Rd8 12.e3 cRdB.
Na6 14.Qc2 Rac8 15.Rfd1l Nc7 16.Qa4 Ra8 17.dxc5 bxch
18.Nel a5 19.Nd3 Bxc3 20.Rxc3 Ne6 21.Nf4 Nxf4
P¥.Qxf4 Ra6 23.Rdcl Rf6 24.Qg5 h6 25.Qh5 g6 26.Qe2

$d4 27.Rxc5 Bxg2 28.Kxg2 dxe3 29.fxe3 1/2-1/2

Kharitonov-Ehlvest, Lvov 1984.

Currently the most popular move here is 7.Qa4+Adte(
7...Qd7 8.Qxd7+ Nbxd7 9.Nb5 Kd8 10.cxd5 Nxd5 11.e4
N5f6 12.Bf4 Ne8 13.Bd3 White's chances were batter
the game van Wely-Karpov, Groningen 1995.) 8.Bxf6
Bxf6 9.cxd5 exd5 10.g3 This is White's idea - tased the
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b7-bishop. Of course, Black can later play ...cH that
will commit him to hanging pawns - and Qa4 mightd
useful extra tempo. One game continued: 10...0:8¢2
¢5 12.0-0 Bc6 13.Qd1 Na6 14.Qd2 Re8 15.Radl Boe
C.Hansen, Tilburg 1994.

7...Nbd7

More accurate was 7...0-0 but Black was afraid =f6E
Bxf6, cxd5, so he wanted to recapture on f6 witk
knight.

8.cxd5!

Now it's time to take on d5.

8...Nxd5

Of course, also possible is 8...exd5 However, theetp
consensus is that such positions are in Whitesufa\Here
is a curious example: 9.Bd3 0-0 10.0-0 Ne4 11.B#
12.Rcl a6 13.Qc2 f5 14.dxc5 bxc5 15.Rfdl Qc8 1
cxb4 17.axb4 Bxb4 18.Na2 Ba3 19.Qbl Bxcl 20.R
Ndc5 21.Bxe4 dxed4 22.Nd4 Bd5 23.Nb4 Qb7 24.R
Rfc8 25.Rxd5 Qxb4 26.Qd1 Qa4 27.Rd8+ Kf7 28.Qh5
0 Vaganian-Karpov, Leningrad 1970.

9.Nxd5 Bxd5 10.Bxe7 Qxe? 11.Rcl (D)

b ¢

NN W OO N

//// // 7
g;,///.§.1
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% 57
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This is the point of taking on move 8 - and thescgawhy
7...0-0 might be more accurate. Now Black has tnd
time defending the c7-pawn.

Also very promising is 14.b4 Nd7 (or 14...Ne4 153Bd
d5.e4 Bb7 16.Bb5

14...Ke7 15.b4 Ne4 (D)

nsch

b d e f g
7 7 7
y /%
! %/% @% 41
th A Wi
% % %
2HAE B
3
B /%%/%%
’ /@ /&éi@%/ 3
s m al:
6b4 b c d e g h
A6LQc7+?

XH decision was strongly influenced by the facttthike
4many juniors, Alex Lopez does not like play endingsd
that in our previous games | outplayed him exadtly
simplified positions. Perhaps here | rushed too hmad
after the simple move 16.0-0 White could get mdoe,
example: 16...a6 (or 16...Rhc8 17.Qxc8 Rxc8 18.Ra&8
19.bxab bxab 20.a4) 17.Bd3 Rhc8 18.Qb2

16...Kf6!

My Junior 8 is optimistic about Black's chancegha line
16...Qxc7 17.Rxc7+ Kf6 18.Ba6 but | was happy tketa
White here, though | was probably overestimatingitéh
chances.

17.Bab6

White fights for the c-file and tries to keep th&-raok
locked up. Of course, the line 17.0-0 Qxc7 18.Ra&/
would be fine for Black.

17...b5

Again, this is a 'human' decision. But it seemd Bilack
pcould and should go for 17...Qxc7 18.Rxc7 Nd6 1®itb
20.Nd4 Rhb8 where he is fine.

11...Qd6 18.0-0 (D)

| had no clue whether this position was known te th a f g h
theory, but | suspected that it occurred beforaeHg one / 7 Tz
example: 11...c5 12.Bb5 (Perhaps more promising is 8 E/ ///@/ﬁﬁs
12.dxc5!?) 12..0-0 13.Bxd7 Qxd7 14.dxc5 Qb7 15.Qe2 U’ Y T\
bxc5 16.0-0 Rfc8 17.Rfdl Rab8 18.Rd2 h6 Boensch- ol Wad o
Vladimirov, Cienfuegos 1986. Ty
12.Qc2 c5 13.dxc5 ’ ° / ‘ /}/g'/// //@/ °
While annotating this game | came across the folgw 4 ///4/ //@%/ 4
encounter: 13.e4 Bb7 14.Bb5 0-0 15.0-0 Rac8 16.Qa4 J i BB Ik
Rfd8 17.Rfd1 cxd4 18.Rxc8 Bxc8 19.Qxd4 Qxd4 20.Rxd4 5 /// 7 % A % 5
f6 21.Rd6 e5 22.Nh4 Kf8 23.h3 g6 24.Bxd7 Bxd7 // W//// ’’’’’
25.Rxf6+ Ke7 26.Rf3 Bc6 27.Re3 Rdl+ 28.Kh2 Rd2 i - / ﬁ-% 1
29.Nf3 Rxf2 30.Nxe5 Bb7 31.b4+ Rf4 32.Rf3 g5 33.Rxf a b ocd

gxf4 34.Nd3 Bxe4 35.Nxf4 Kd6 36.g4 Kc6 37.Ne2 Bddrrect was 18.Qa5! where Black would have yetirid f

38.Nf4 Bc4 39.g5 Kb5 40.h4 Ka4 41.h5 Kxa3 42.h6 K
43.96 1-0 Vaganian-l.Farago, Graz 1972.

13...Nxc5

After 13...Qxc5 White has 14.Qd2! which gives
serious initiative.
14.Bb5+

Xie best line: 18...Rhb8 19.Bxb5 Qb6! -

Black hasugh
play for a pawn, thanks to his better developméamt,
example: 20.Qxb6 axb6 21.Ral Nc3 22.Bd3 Rd8

18...Rhb8!

| completely missed this move in my calculationspkent
too much time analysing the line 18...Qxa6 19.QKe7
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20.Rc7+ Kd8 21.Qxf7 Qd6 It was clear that Whitelddo

be fine here, but | could not calculate this positto "the
end". Perhaps that was not necessary anyway!nhpthto
play 22.Rfcl! e5 (Black loses after 22...Bc4 23.N@4c7
24 Nxe6+ Bxe6 25.Qxc7+ Ke8 26.Qe5) 23.Qxg7 (in

of 23.Nxe5?! Bxf7 24.Nxf7+ Ke8 25.Nxd6+ Nx
26.Rxg7 a5 Black should be OK.) 23...Re8 (I alsukéd

at 23...Rg8 24.Qxe5 Qxe5 25.Nxe5+) 24.Ng5 for eXxamp

24...Nxg5 25.0Qxg5+ Re7 26.R1c5! Be6 27.h3!+-

| also saw 18...Bc4 19.Qb7!+-

19.Qa5 Qb6 20.Nd4 Nd6!

Another strong move - the a6-bishop is more ofadhehe
now than an asset. | only counted on 20...Qxa5x25.b4
where White is still better after 22.f3! for exampl

case
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interesting position, | would debate whether or white

22...Nd2 23.Rf2 Nb3 24.Nxb3 Bxb3 25.axb4 Rxb4 2@ Rtas any edge here, but | don’t think he standseyarsich

21.Rc5 Qxab 22.bxa5 b4 (D)

a d e f g h
ok

[
s

83/,;% -
& A&Al
Géﬂ %xﬁ %6
4 %/%// 4
1 B I
| W man
| B -l
f g h

23.axb4

| spent a good while considering 23.f3 bxa3 (appifyel
missed 23...Bb7!? ) 24.e4 a2

A) and 25.Bd3 Rc8 (here | over-looked 25...Rb4
26.Rxc8 Rxc8 27.exd5 Rc3 my feeling was that inhl
lines White would be playing with fire, so | calléc day.
B) 25.exd5 25...Rb1 26.Nc2 Rab8

23...Rxb4 24 .Rfcl %-%

Here is the game annotated by Alex Lopez of his avier
Harmen Jonkman GM.

Lopez,A (2287) - Jonkman,H (2426) [C54]
Cork Chess Congress (5), 01.04.2007
Annotations by FM Alex Lopez

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bc4 Bc5 4.0-0 Nf6 5.d3

This whole line is pretty unambitious, but as | awt
playing much these days, | didn't want to go irdme of
the sharper options available to white.

5...d6 6.c3 Bb6 7.Bg5?! (D)

pot

is better than the way the game continued... 400
15.Bxe6 fxe6

11...Nxg3 12.hxg3 h5 13.Nfl h4 14.Ne3 hxg3?!

After this | think white's play is relatively strdiiorward
14...Bxe3! 15.Rxe3 hxg3 16.fxg3 Qf6 17.Qb3 0-0-0
18.Rf1 Be6 19.Bxe6+ fxe6 20.Nh2 Qg6 21.Ng4d&hite
will have a tough time in this position...

15.Nxg4 gxf2+ 16.Nxf2 g4 17.Kfl Bxf2 18.Kxf2 Qf6=
(D)

N
N\ N\
e §

A\
A\

)

N
« R

N

I B>\

//////

b

Up to here it's all pretty much forced, and 186.Q8
certainly the best move. Now white has a few ogstj@mnd |
think with accurate play on both sides, it’s roygitual.
19.Re3 Rh7 20.Qe2 Nd4?

Getting a little too creative, missing white's sgo(and
forced) 22nd move.

21.cxd4 exd4 22.e5 dxe3+ 23.Qxe3 Qe7 24.Nd2?

My opponent was already in some time trouble, agdelss

| wanted to make sure time was a factor asap! Had |

stopped to think a bit more though, Qe4 would hanedty
much ended it! 24.Qe4! Rh8 25.0Qxg4! the solid aptio
killing black’s counterplay completely(25.Qxb7 Rd8

Too early, Jonkman’s next few moves capitalise hos
mistake, and White can only strive from equality ofuthe
opening from here on in.

7...h6 8.Bh4 g5!?

Seizing the initiative...

9.Bg3 Bg4 10.Nbd2 Nh5 11.Rel

26.exd6 Qxd6 27.Qed+ Kf8 28.Ne5 Rh5 29.Rel Qb6+
30.Re3 Rd4 31.Nd7+ Rxd7 32.Qe8+ Kg7 33.Qxd7 g3+
34.Kf3 Qf6+!=this is obviously not all forced, but as a line
it's a good illustration of the dangers of takirg tb7
pawn) 25...d5 26.Bb3 c6 27.Rel+-

24...dxe5 (D)

11.Kh1!? was the better option probably 11...Qd7h3
Be6 (12...Bxh3? 13.gxh3 Qxh3+ 14.Nh24white has
nothing to worry about here.13.Nh2 Nxg3+ 14.fxg3 an

2Here | thought | had a winning position, but Fiiinks its
tougher than what it looks, and he probably hasiatp
still, 1 think white's two minor pieces give himdefinite
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edge.

c d e f g h
& Al
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25.Rel f6 26.Ne4 b6 27.Bb5+ Kf8

27...Kf7 28.Bc4+ Kg7 29.Ng3 Qb4 30.Re2 Rf8 31.N
Kh8 32.Kg3 and White has a definite advantage...
28.Nc3 Rd8 29.Kg1 g3?!

Unnecessary sacrifice

30.0xg3 Rd4 31.Bc4 Qg7 32.Qf3 Qh6

32...0h8 33.Rxe5! Rh1+ 34.Kf2 Qh4+ 35.Ke3 Rd8 36.
Kg7 37.Kd2+-

33.Ne4

At this stage Jonkmann had only about 3 minutetsde
the clock, so all | needed to make sure of was db
blunder in the next few moves. 33.Qa8+

33...Ke7 34.Qg4?!

Another weak move, with a far better alternativeNgy8!
Rf4 35.Nf5+ Rxf5 36.Qxf5+- may have been quicke
36...Kd8 37.Qe4

34...Qh1+ 35.Kf2 Qh4+ 36.Qxh4 Rxh4 37.Nd2 Rd8
37...b5! 38.Bxb5 Rb4 39.Bc4 Rxb2 40.Kg3 Rh8 41.148
42.Rf1 Rh6 43.Rf2 and white will struggle to wiristh.
38.Nf3 Rh5? 39.d4 (D)

s| K
U
. A 5
| TaE
3%7///%7 %%77%7 ®
HAd T AN
I B BB N
a b ¢ d e f g h

Once the central pawns fall, it’s only a mattetezhnique
With about a minute on my opponent’s clock at fuant,
my task was far simpler.

39...c6 40.dxe5 fxe5 41.g4 Rhh8 42.Rxe5+ Kd6 43.R
Kc5 44.Be2

44 Ne5+-

44...Rhe8 45.Rf6 Re4 46.95

46.Ng5 Ree8 47.Ne6+

46...a5 47.96 Rg4 48.Rxc6+ Kxc6 49.Ne5+ Kd6 50.N &h

Ke7
and my opponents flag fell. still, its a simple egb win

from here anyway.
1-0

Ennis player Rory Quinn was best of the untitleaypls
with a very impressive 5/6 in the final shakeups Hiss
came in round 3 to GM Conquest but went onto fitligid
overall.

In a time scramble, Alex Lopez secure his finahpoi the
tournament to finish joint first with GM Baburin thi5.5/6

http://www.corkchess.com/Congress/2007/ResultsNisiste
aspx

In the majors section, numbers were down on lasar ye
owing a number of players deciding to play up. Whht
said 38 players got ready to do battle. Recent eviiofi the
Bunratty tournament Gabriel Murza was top seed with
f3580 rating, the bulk of players were inside thé@32500
rating band.

However, seeding and ratings are not a ticket wnaand
it was young John Courtney (1325) who was makirgy th
F?é‘rly running with Yoel Ferrer(1400). A number dbse
ollowers were involved who eventually were partthé
final shake up. Having taken a traveling bye, eteais
gscribe was involved at one point with an opporturfdr

jgint 29 after round 5.

In round 5 John won the crucial encounter with Yeetrer
and drew his remaining game to take the title.

rAlas, during the tournament, the dreaded mobilenpho
cost a player a game. This despite our best aneoamnts,
notice and reminders
Aconcerned but its still unfortunate to have todemeone
know that its game over.

There were a large gathering on join‘,chIuding Cork
players Donal O’ Hallahan, Alex Martinovic and Joe
Moroney. | missed out with a spectacular horromsgaff
in round 6, but top ten was not so bad for my f@stk
majors....?!!

All results listed here.

http://www.corkchess.com/Congress/2007/ResultsNagor
SpX

In the minors section, there were 60 players oag#ls and
indeed a few internationals to add to the mix. Bidi
Mukekwa, Thabani Balang (ex-Cork, now Limerick...and
playing while his expectant partner wa36 weeks
gone..such commitment ' ) and Amin Shamsudirypth
impressively and were the front runners. Local geners
Daniel Cashin and Mark O’Hallahan did very wellaals

a)

R lot of the young players appreciated the refresstisiwe
laid on, we accept no responsibility for any hypés
Saturday or Sunday evenings! In keeping with theyea
going atmosphere created, we gave out some sniadispr

a lot of the younger players as a memento of the
occasion, supplied from Hungarian IM Erdélyi Tanadsl
tournament controller, John Alfred.
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Alex Baburin also generously sponsored some vosdoe

his book stall for some of the prizes.

There was no stopping Didier who ran out an exotk#6
finish with Thabani and Amin sharing joint secorfix

players shared 4t-*9place.

http://www.corkchess.com/Congress/2007/Results\irzo

spX

As a final treat for all young players. GM Alex Bamn
held a Q&A session. | know from looking at the facé
some of the parents that they had probably prithent t
kids to ask questions they actually want to kndawvds
well received and definitely something to consifiera
repeat performance next year. (Fresh questions@léd

On behalf of Tom Hickey & myself, we hope those Vv

played enjoyed the weekend and look forward to nwaki
happen all again for 2008.

All the best,

Michael Bradley
Co-Tournament Director
April 2007

Letters to the Editor

Defaults
Dear Sir,
In case | don't get to the A.G.M I'd like to makéoamal
complaint about the number of opponents of mine
haven't turned up for their games during the |2sinbnths

anybody. | used to play golf and you didn't
get even 5 minutes grace yet it was never a
problem.

This is not the first time that | have complained this
issue yet nothing is ever done.

Regards,
Peter Caffola

Irish Championships
Just a few comments on the Irish Championshipstl¥iit
was a great improvement on the 12 player competitie
had last year,
sponsorship, | thought that it could have been hela

vagards, silent air conditioning or windows etc. dlshe
cheap clocks used were the worst I've come acroeser
30 years of competition.

My main gripe however is with the fact that therttament
was open to everyone, and this isnt motivated leyféct
that | lost to a 1700 (I lost to an 1100 2 years)agted
player. There are a number of reasons | believe the
tournament should be restricted to players over0180
1900 rating.

(1) There is little satisfaction in playing or
beating a low rated player and the gulf is so
great that the patzer doesn't even learn
anything.

)

It devalues our national title to have players
of little more than beginner standard in it

(3) it is practically impossible for anyone to
get a norm if they must play low rated

players

who (4) We reached a situation where the joint

champions didn't get to play each other,

BUT, given that there was generous

better room with suitable lighting and space betwee

this wouldn't have happened in a smaller
field

The offending players are all habitually bad tineefers
and the games they defaulted against me are nairtlye
ones they've been guilty of missing. May | suggeshe

D

remedies:

1. Any player who is known for defaulting
should be made to pay a 50 euro bond upon
entering a tournament, if he turns up on
time for all his games he gets it back if not

he forfeits.

A player who does not turn up should be
deemed to have lost on time and rated
accordingly because that is in fact what has
happened, the player has failed to make the
first time control of 1 move in 60 minutes.

A player should be suspended after 2
defaults in a season.

This business of allowing a player an hour's
grace should be scrapped (it is not a fide
rule), 30 minutes is ample time for

(5) Stephen Brady is a worthy Irish champion
and probably only second to the great J J
O'Hanlon in terms of Irish title success but
on this occassion he achieved the title by
playing a lot of lower rated players (myself
included) whereas Brian Kelly had to play
all the G.Ms . Stephen himself pointed this
out to me, showing that he is not only a

great champion but a great sportsman too.

I was told that the sponsors insisted on the coitipet
being open. If this is indeed the case then | titickan only

Island Oil and Gas for their great sponsorship boge
that they and the ICU will put everything right foext year
when we could have the best Irish Championships eve

Regards,
Peter Cafolla
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Bunratty Congress

Kevin Burke

Windy country roads, cold mornings, great pubs,ss
boards — the end of February can only mean theah
congregation in Bunratty. The 14th incarnation
arguably the strongest ever as, although numberg
down to a mere 262, the Masters section boasteda
48 entries, up 33% on last year. 4GMs, 8IMs, an
WIM, a WFM, the cream of the lIrish chess scene
numerous overseas players were all vying for th@GL
top prize and, of course, the crystal trophy.

We had interesting results from the off — Eamon dte
defeating Yuri Rochev. Rochev recovered to almast
off a perfect Swiss Submarine set of results, wigriis
next four games before losing to Nicholas Pert GMdst
him a tie of the title.

The three way tie for first place doesn't indicdte
tightness of the competition — going into the lemind,
Rochev was one of six players in the lead on 418, they
were all drawn against each other in the decidehn
Fedorowicz GM lost to Joel Benjamin GM and surp
package Antoon van Lanen — who had beaten reig
champion Simon Williams IM and drawn with Pert -stl
to Gawain Jones IM. Amidst this carnage, Alexarn
Baburin GM came up on the rails to claim sole owhigr
of fourth place with a final round win over Mark QM.

The title was decided on a blitz tie break — Pest but on
a tie break, and Jones and Benjamin fought it auhe big
screen; Benjamin had the advantage of the whitgepianc
used it to the full, beating Jones to take the Hyofthe
cash, as usual, was split between the three players

Elsewhere, there were others not in the hunt foneypbut
still having an excellent tournament. One such grlayas
Liam Normoyle — seeded 47 of the 48, the 1849-r
Normoyle turned in a 2250 performance, finishing
316, the same score as Eaom Keogh, while 46th Jame
Mueller ended on 3/6.

Down to the Challengers so, which was won by Paelyk
the only player to have played in every Bunr
tournament to date. Dropping only a half pointdp seeg
Sam Osborne, he was a worthy winner and sealedry
with a last round win over Tom Fitzpatrick. Fitzpek,
who was only four points over the bottom rating dhe
turned in one of the best performances in the ctitigre
to take a share of third on 4%/6, as did VincerdsBit,
eight points higher rated but who finished on tlanes
score.

The Major competition was won, again on 5%/6, b

rather interesting character — Gabriel Mirza, wbudives
in Limerick, formerly played football for Romanisside
Otelul Galati, and was involved when they beat dtel -
0 in the First Round of the 1989/90 UEFA Cup. Thi&y
go on to lose the second leg 5-0 in the StadioeDalpi,

but it's not an experience most of the rest of hess

players can match! Youl Ferrer, winner of the L&ns
Championships two months previously, continuedglisd
form to take third — he was on 4/4 before losingranch
against Mirza.

largest section, as usual, was the Minor sectio
ough it was smaller than previous years. It's a
notoriously difficult section to predict, as unrtplayers
an come from nowhere to make a challenge. It eided
%ﬁd between Darlington Mabuzwe and Stephen
unningham. The latter’s only dropped half pointneain
an agreed quick draw on Saturday evening — a rather
precocious touch from a 12-year old! — while Mabazw
@vent into the last round on 5/5, knowing a win ovehn
McKenna would ensure overall success, but he hadttte
for a draw and a big screen blitz play-off. Comgplet
unfazed, Cunningham blitzed (if you'll pardon thenp
the decider and afterwards admitted that he knewde
winning because of the cheers coming from the raoin.
As he collected his trophy, he dropped it — fortaha it
remained intact, although it led Gerry Graham tgp ¢Of
Jall the times to drop a piece”.

ﬂ'B_Iee prizegiving ceremony also saw Alexander Baburin
jpiegented with a special trophy by the ICU forwak in
arish chess.

]%enre other major event during the weekend was tteey add
Round 4, much to the bemusement of the foreign
contingent, who couldn’t understand the fascinatbthe
egg-chasing which was relayed live on the big stieg¢he

bar area. But they were never going to persuade the
lorganisers of a tournament just a few miles fromringby
heartland of Limerick to turn off Ireland’s histori
thrashing of England in Croke Park just so theyidqlay

a chess game! It would never happen at any other
tournament, some noted.

aed then, there isn't really another tournamente lik
Bonratty.

2d

De Jonge,H - Baburin GM,A [D21]

Bunratty Masters (1), 23.02.2007

?1%4 d5 2.c4 dxc4 3.Nf3 a6 4.a4 Nf6 5.Nc3 Nc6 Bg4
{t.BeS Bxf3 8.gxf3 e5 9.d5 Na5 10.Rgl g6 11.f4 exf4
2.Bxf4 Bg7 13.Be2 0-0 14.Bg5 Qd6 15.f4 Qb4 16.Qc2

n a b ¢c d e f g h
U IY S 7Y 7\
ya B A & b
JAWA A
o0 B b
o AW & Al
g 0 & H |

a b ¢ d e f g h
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16..Nxe4 17.Qxe4 Qxb2 18.Kf2 Rfe8 19.Be7 Q
20.Rad1 Nb3 21.Rg3 Nd2 22.Rxd2 Qxd2 23.f5 Qd4+

Keogh,E - Rochev,Y [B23]

Bunratty Masters (1), 23.02.2007

l.e4 c5 2.Nc3 e6 3.g3 d5 4.Bg2 Nf6 5.d3 dxed 6.N
Nxed4 7.Bxe4 Nd7 8.Ne2 Nf6é 9.Bg2 Be7 10.0-0

11.Nc3 Qb6 12.Qe2 Bd7 13.b3 Bc6 14.Bxc6 Qxc6 15.
Rfd8 16.Rael b5 17.Ne4 Nxe4 18.Qxe4 Rac8 19.Qg4
20.h4 c4 21.dxc4 bxcd 22.h5 h6é 23.Bcl Kh8 24.BeB
25.Qf3 Kg8 26.g4 Rd5 27.a4 cxb3 28.cxb3 Qd3 29
Rcd8 30.Rc7 5 31.gxf5 Rxf5 32.Qg4 Rf6 33.Rfcl Q
34.Bd4 Rxd4 35.Qxd4 Qh3 36.R1c3 Qxh5 37.Rg3

38.Rcc3 Rxg3+ 39.Rxg3 a5 40.Qe4 Qf5 41.Qa8

42.Rf3 Qbl+ 43.Kg2 Bd6 44.Qxa5 Qed4 45.Qc3 Q
46.Kf1 Bb4 47.Qd3+ Kg8 48.Rg3 Qh4 49.Qg6 Q
50.Kgl Bc351.Qc2 1-0

\

|

Baburin GM,A - Wuts FM,F [A40]
Bunratty Masters (2), 24.02.2007
[Alexander Baburirjiwww.chesstoday.ngt

1.d4 b5 2.e4 Bb7 (D)

////
Iy s

7
A

BEnawg s

b ¢ d e f

NN W OO N

"
a7

.

?\\Q

—_

/%

e
7/
h

9

3.Bxb5
| was surprised to find after the game that thggdal move
is not as popular as 3.f3 or 3.Bd3. Of course,raépawns
are important, but so is the lead in developmenichw
White is about to acquire. 3.f3 a6 4.Be3 e6 5.Nd2 ®Nc3
Be7 7.Bd3 d6 8.a4 c6 9.Ne2 Nbd7 10.0-0 0-0 11.Ng8
12.axb5 axb5 13.Rxa8 Qxa8 14.Qc2 Bf8 15.b
Petrosian-Spassky, Moscow 1966.
3...Bxe4 4.Nf3 e6

4...Nf6 5.0-0 e6 6.c4 Be7 7.Nc3 Bb7 8.Ba4 Bab6 9.N<E
10.Qf3 c6 11.Rd1 Bb7 12.Bg5 d5 13.Bc2 Nfd7 14.Ch
15.Bxe7 Qxe7 16.Rel Nxe5 17.Rxe5 Nd7 18.Re3
19.Qe2 P.Littlewood-Klaric, Borovo 1980.

5.0-0 ¢5?

This is almost suicidal - lagging behind in develmnt,
Black creates pawn tension in the centre. 6.Nc3 Boé
only move. The position after 6...Bb7 7.d5 does Inok
pretty for Black.

7.Bxc6

Of course, | looked at 7.d5 exd5 but was not s to
make it work. It seems that after 8.Bf4! d4 9.Bxd6c6

0-0
Bb2

Qa

xb3
Rg6
Kh7
g4+
Chtere | spent a while trying to find the best mowite's

xt3.Ne4 White has fantastic compensation for a pawn.
071.dxc6 (D)

b

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

xe4

7
7

2

7
7

i%%
_

7

Bf8 ’
.

Rcl

NN WA OO N

—_

b e

position looks overwhelming, but he has no pawraksen
the centre. In suchsituations the best policy isrtgage the
opponent in immediate action and try to get some
permanent advantage instead of the temporary (lead
development) one. Black would be even worse oféraft
7...Nxc6? 8.d5
8.dxc5! Nd77?
I thought that Black had to play 8...Qxd1 9.Rxd1cBx
10.Ne4 Be7 11.Nd6+ Bxd6 12.Rxd6 (D)

[
2
Eaﬁ

d e f g h
,,,,, %@%ﬂ%s

7;%:7 e
070k
e
P "
58/ aan

7 wy,
A g
e

Here the dark squares in the bIacks camp are albn
weak, which is a permanent disadvantage.

19.b4! a5 10.b5 Nxc5 11.bxc6 Qb6 12.Rb1

Also good was 12.Ne5

R2...Qxc6 13.Ne5 Qab

ibre resilient was 13...Qc8
14.Qf3 Nfé (D)

NN W OO N

N

—_
—_

> o_b

5 f / @ /////// Els
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g6 / @3%37
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15.Rb6! Qa7

15...Qc8 16.Rc6 Qb7 17.Be3+-
16.Qc6+

16.Qc6+ Nfd7 17.Nxd7 Nxd7 18.Rb7
1-0

Benjamin GM,J - Williams IM,S [A96]
Bunratty Masters (3), 24.02.2007

1.d4 e6 2.Nf3 5 3.9g3 Nf6 4.Bg2 Be7 5.0-0 0-0 6d8!

7.Nc3 a5 8.b3 Ne4 9.Bb2 Nxc3 10.Bxc3 Qe8 11.Re
12.e4 f4 13.d5 cxd5 14.e5 dxe5 15.cxd5 fxg3 16.1638
17.Qd2 Bc5 18.Rxe5 exd5 19.Rxd5 Na6 20.Rfl
21.Ne5 Qc7 (D)

a b ¢ d e
J
AW
o
s\d £H0e
3 Mil//
ol W
| = %/ %/

22.Nd7 Rfd8 23.Beb5 Qxd7 24.Rxd7 Rxd7 25.Qxa5
26.Rd1 Bb4 27.Qb6 Re8 28.Bh3 Rde7 29.Rxd3
30.Qb5 Rxe5 31.Qc4+ Kh8 32.Rd5 Rel+ 33.Kg2
34.Bd7 Rd8 35.Bg4 Rf8 36.Rf5 Rfe8 37.Qf7 g6 38.Q
Kg8 39.Bf3 Nc7 40.Rf4 Rle7 41.b4 Bb8 42.Bdl N
43.Rf3 Bd6 44.Bb3 Bxb4 45.Re3 1-0

Fedorowicz GM,J - Benjamin GM,J [A09]
Bunratty Masters (6), 25.02.2007

1.Nf3 d5 2.c4 d4 3.g3 Nc6 4.Bg2 e5 5.0-0 Nf6 6.d87
7.e3 Bc5 8.exd4 Nxd4 9.Nbd2 0-0 10.Nxd4 Bxd4 11
Bc5 12.Bd2 a5 13.Bc3 f6 14.d4 exd4 15.Nxd4 |
16.Nb3 Bb4 17.Qel Bxc3 18.Qxc3 Qd3 19.f4 Q
20.bxc3 Ng6 (D)

7 ///// 7

%g% ,,,,,
Y % /&/
&,

/ /ﬁ%’

21.Nd4 Rd8 22.Rabl c6 23.Rfe1 Kf7 24.Rb2 a4 253
26.Rb3 Ra4 27.Bfl Ne7 28.Kf2 ¢5 29.Nc2 Nf5 30.h
Nxe3 31.Rxe3 Rd2+ 32.Re2 Rd6 33.Re3 b6 34.Rd3

NN W OO N

—_

35.Bxd3 Ra6 36.Rb1l h6 37.Ke3 f5 38.h5 Be6 39.Kda Kf
40.Kc2 Bf7 41.Be2 Beb 42.Rd1 Ke7 43.Rel Kf6 44.Bfl
Bf7 45.Rb1 Ke7 46.Kd2 Kd6 47.Be2 Be6 48.Kc2 Kc7
49.Bd3 Ra7 50.Rel Kd6 51.Re5 Ra8 52.Kcl Ra4 53.Bxf5
Bxf5 54.Rxf5 Rxc4 55.Kc2 Re4 56.Kb3 Re3 57.g4 b5
58.Kxa3 Rxc3+ ... 0-1time

Normoyle,L - Redmond,J [CO3]
Bunratty Masters (6), 25.02.2007

114 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nd2 Be7 4.e5 ¢5 5.c3 Nc6 6.NddiF B
7.Ne2 Qc7 8.Be3 Nh6 9.Ng3 cxd4 10.cxd4 Nb4 11.Rcl
Bja5 12.Qd2 Qxa2 13.Bxh6 gxh6 14.Be2 Nc6 15.0-0 0-0-
0 16.Ral Qb3 17.Rfcl Kb8 18.Bdl Qb6 19.Ne2 Nb4
20.Nc3 Rdg8 (D)

8 8
7 7
6 6
5 5
»
s A A 4
w Yy Y
ol A W A A AL
- iy % ///// %7/ /////

= @ﬁw / &

[ h

Bd3 9
Rd5h4 Rg6 22.Bad Bxa4 23.Nxad Qb5 24.Qc3 Nc6 25.g3
B8 26.Kh2 Rg4 27.Qd2 Qb4 28.Qc2 h5 29.Ra3 Rc8
f83.Rc3 Qb5 31.Nc5 Bxc5 32.Rxc5 Qb4 33.Qxh7 Qxb2
N&4.R1c2 Qa3 35.Kg2 Qd3??

A time trouble mistake in a much inferior positianyway
36.Qxd3 1-0

http://members.aol.com/bunrattychess/

INf3

Neb

xc3

4 a
Ne3
Rxd3
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Leagues Roundup

Marek Goban

Winter League
Ronan Duke

retains the Galway

The Galway Winter League 2006/07 started on Nover
16, 2006 and was played over 7 rounds with Mareka®
as defending champion.

24 players entered in this, the 5th running ofrtten ICU-
rated competition in Connaught during the wintemths.
Defending champion Marek Goban had a fairly trou
free journey towards retaining his title, only ceding one
draw, to Mike O'Donnell in the final round. ZaidZalkipli
was clear runner-up, a full point ahead of a grofipt
players on 4.5/7. Third prize went to Paul Ward thg
tightest of tie-break margins from Mike O'Donnellhe
grading prize went to Amin Shamsudin, also on 4.5/7

The Galway Chess Club would like to thank J
McKenna (from the Ballinasloe Club) for doing mo$the
organizing for this competition. We would also like

thank all those who came from Ballinasloe and Warstp

every 3 weeks to play in the tournament and gavehr
needed life to the competition.

Munster
Jim Olney
DOUGLAS have regained the Munster League Divis
One trophy they last won in 1997 and in so doingrided
runners-up Ennis of a fourth title in a row. Cokkfinished
third, while Limerick were relegated after a touléttle
with CCYMS.

Final scores: 1, Douglas 44/60; 2, Ennis 37.5; &kCA'
32.5; 4, Cork 'B' 28; 5, Sarsfield 28; 6, CCYMS 207,
Limerick 19.5.

Douglas brought off a fine coup by acquiring thevees
of English import Simon Williams. The 27-year-(
international master has attained five grandmastems
and his rating is fast closing in on the requigiE0 he
needs for the GM title, having made IM at the afd®
over a decade ago. Williams scored 7.5/8 on topdy
while FM Alex Lopez, alternating between boards and
two, achieved a perfect 11/11, missing just thé mastch
with the title already secured.

In his two battles with the Ennis club's grandmastp
board, Williams scored 1.5/2.

Williams,S - Jones,G [B22]
Munster League Division 1, 2007

l.e4 c5 2.d4 cxd4 3.c3 Nfé 4.e5 Nd5 5.Bc4 e6 6.Q

Nc6 7.Qe4 d6 8.exd6 Nf6 9.Qe2 Bxd6 10.Bg5 h6 11.Bh4
Ne5 12.Nd2 Nxc4 13.Nxc4 Bc7 14.Nf3 Qd5 15.Rdl
Qe4?? (D)

h

a b ¢ d e f g
E & o X
dae ii
B mam
oD W

LI
?/ o

B¢ =
a b ¢ d e f g h
16.Rd8+! Ke7

16...Kxd8 17.Bxf6+ gxf6 18.Qxe4
16...Bxd8 17.Nd6+
17.Bxf6+ gxf6 18.Qxe4 Rxd8 19.0-0 Rb8 20.Nd4 1-0

he Douglas panel in rating order comprised IM Simo

lliams, IM Chris Baker, FM Alex Lopez, Mel
O'Cinneide, Kieran O'Driscoll, Colin Harper, Kevin
[O'Shea, Tom Healy, Dave Smith and Paddy McCarthy.
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vitnnis 'B' captured the Division Two title with 330Bints
from Milford 27.5, Club 64 26.5, Kerry 23.5, Dungan
'‘A' 20 and Charleville 14. Ennis 'B' are promotetilev
Charleville are relegated to Division Three.

In Division Three, Limerick 'B' won from DungarvaB'
and Cork 'D' and are promoted to Division Two.

sion

Leinster

Kevin Burke

The Leinster leagues concluded at the end of Maitth
their usual high drama, with Rathmines A sealirgy th
Armstrong title after holding off a fierce late cga from
Kilkenny in Inchicore.

They went into the final day a point ahead of Ggrazand
level with Kilkenny, who had recorded an 8-0 wineov
)|§rogheda in Round 10 to come right back into caiten
after a slow start. Gonzaga, however, could onlpaga a
4-4 draw against Trinity on the final day, whicht lpist
Kilkenny and Rathmines in title contention. Despite
ORlexander Baburin winning what all around assumed &
lost end-game — Queen, Bishop, Rook and four pawns
against Queen, two Rooks and four pawns — Kilkenfy?2

win against Dublin just wasn’t enough to sneak eord
successive Armstrong as Rathmines beat Dun Laaghair
6Y2-1% to win the league by the narrowest of marghms
8-0 win for Phibsboro on the last day — also adains
Drogheda — saw them sneak a tie for third.

It was a rather ignominious season for the Loutin civho
recorded just 5 points from their last six gamese(@
walkover), including all the clubs who ended thassm in
#8é top five places. They will be hoping to regrdophe
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Heidenfeld next year, as will Bray/Greystones, gated
after a season in which they called on 20 players.

Their places in the Armstrong will be taken by Ruaittes
[they have since declined their place as they have
Armstrong teams already - eddnd Phibsboro, whic
means the two Dublin clubs will have almost halé
league teams between them — two Phibsboro teamsa
remarkable three Rathmines teams. It has happesfede
with EIm Mount, but it will put a lot of strain othe club
who will be looking to their fourth team — relegat® the
Ennis — for subs, as you can't sub for a team éndame
division, or sub up to two different teams in theme
division. With their first team presumably going b®
calling the shots in their attempt to retain tHeague title
it looks like a long season ahead for Rathminese&t
year.

For their part, Phibsboro only sealed promotionaotie-
break from EIm Mount, whom they beat 4%2-3% at thet
of the season. They nearly threw away promotiortha
last day when they lost 5-3 to Celbridge, but Elrouvit
just couldn’t take advantage, winning 4v2-2% (onfaalé)
against Lucan. Kilkenny — who would have forcedhiee-
way tie with a 6-2 win over Curragh on the last dalpok
to be a good bet for next season’s title, with @aswhich
includes the likes of Aravind Menon, Poormina Me
WFM and Shane Manning, along with, presumably,
newest young stars being brought through on thieeKity
conveyor belt.

Another tight finish in the Ennis, where a singleirp
separated EIm Mount A, Inchicore and Phibsborohia
end. A last-day shoot out between EIm Mount A

Inchicore saw the former win out in the latter'sitevenue
— a 3%-2% win securing the title. With the top tmlaying
each other, there was always the possibility ofitplaced
Phibsboro sneaking promotion on the rails, but theyld
only manage a 4-2 win against relegated Finglasorfg
stage, it appeared as if a whitewash was on trescaut
Finglas fought back, albeit in vain from their ptoafi view.
Benildus and Aer Lingus also had an outside shdu
promotion on the final day — Benildus beating Aémdus
winning 3%2-2% despite conceding one board due

miscalculation on one player’s part in the changifighe
clocks! It's the second year in a row Benildus havssed
out on promotion on the final day, and with a ceupf
players to come back next season, they could veelthi
side to beat in next year’s Ennis. Indeed, theak#l Shielg
game between Benildus and Inchicore could well e af
the ties of the tournament. Aer Lingus, meanw|

concluded a remarkable season in which John Qui

drew his first nine games before winning one arsinip
one, while Jim Kenny drew nine and lost one of teis
games! At the bottom, Gonzaga’s total of 22 playess
the highest used by any of the 66 league teams thiec
season.

To the O’Hanlon league next, and Kilkenny’'s evervging
influence on Leinster chess was felt here too, with-1

N

30

win over Drogheda — who must really hate the Cathia
stage — putting the gloss on a 7% point victorythe
league, the second highest league winning margi th
season. Two 3%-2% wins against Phibsboro and
Balbriggan were as bad as it got, with Anthony Ballehn
’;Sourtney and Michael Tierney all taking board psizeith

ert White and Frank Harte just a half point off.

0
te)f_rz)(ﬁgford join them in getting promoted — an amazimigd

straight promotion for the club since joining thedBey in
2004/05.

2With only eleven teams in the division, there wafy®ne

relegation spot to avoid, and it went to an ovestshed
EIm Mount side, who were also relegated from thes B\
rather emphatic fashion, with 2% points in totald an
rconceding 13 walkovers. Promotion was a clear thozse
race, with Royal Lopez, Portmarnock and ClassicgKin
ten points ahead of the chasing pack. This one \ast
down to the final day, where Royal Lopez — avenagmg

51563 — beat Bray/Greystones — average rating Q@itplo

ungraded players — 5-0, while Portmarnock beat rickgb

4%, — (-%) (not a typo!), all of which rendered Glas

Kings’' 3-2 final-day win over Jobstown irrelevawith

four 1500+ players, though, the Dunshaughlin tehoukl

be able to seal promotion next season. Board pwees to

913-rated EGin O’Dwyer from Portmarnock with 9%/11,

@Eeyal Lopez's John Farren, who scored 9/9, and rsena
hnon and Eamon Launders of Classic Kings, both wi

8v.

The Bodley was a more informal affair, with no fdsty
meeting. Naomh Barrog continue to crush all inrtipeith
nd sealed promotion with a 9% point margin, drogpi

1Y% points in their opening four games, andy dwo
more overall! Phibsboro looked like favourites ¢ijthem

in the BA, and Portmarnock were in contention tbat
heavy defeats to Naomh Barrog let Rathmines sligt pa
them, earning promotion by a half point margin.

More information:

ITloe current Leinster league tables are availalde footh

of the following sites:
thtt://www.chessleague.ngPeter Scott)
http://www.leinsterchess.cothCU official site)

More information on the Galway Winter League can be
Chess

found on  Galway Club's  homepage:

lwww.galwaychess.net
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; 3,4 and 5 (74, 74 and 80 points respectively). ¢irang
LeInSter League Strength Board 8 comes in after the first four Heidenfelcdnes
or, How Good is Your Board? though, and is immediately followed by Board 1 iret
Ennis. There’s only an 80 point gap between Boardthe
Kevin Burke BA and Board 8 in the Heidenfeld, and even Boana the
Bodley was stronger than Board 5 in the O’Hanlon!
The 2006/07 Leinster league seasons were rathesuah®&o think carefully about stepping up a team. Igstainly
for me — due to a quirk whereby we had a bye inldlsé good for the CV, but don’t go expecting it to prdeia
round of the O’Hanlon, | ended up getting a futhsen in tougher challenge!
Division Four before subbing up to our threadbanédibn
Three side a lot earlier than I'd otherwise haverbable
to. In all, I played ten games for the O’Hanlonofsieg League Board Average
7/10 on board 1) and five for the Ennis (scoring/3"z 1 armstrong 1 2115
around boards 4 to 6). A decent performance, thed,one 2 Armstrong 2 2050
which helped my rating jump over 70 points — pdgsib
. . . . 3 Armstrong 3 1976
enough to jump up a place in the club rankings @daiin a
spot on the Ennis for this year. 4 Armstrong 4 1902
5 Armstron 5 1822
However, my form (and t_he strength of my opponeats) Armstmng 6 1766
both teams made me think about whether I'd actuadly
better off staying on the O’Hanlon to play Boarcdain. 7Am,15tr°ng ! 1740
There’s often some strong players on Board 1 in an§Heidenteld L 1729
division, particularly small regional clubs who leagne or 9 Heidenfeld 2 1670
two very strong players but don't have the strengtilepth 10 Heidenfeld 3 1604
overall to reach the higher leagues. On the bothomrd, 11 Heidenfeld 4 1590
meanwhile, you're more likely to encounter subsrfrthe 12 Armstrong 8 1586
I(;)_V\(e_r teams, which defeats the whole point of mguip a 13ennis 1 1556
vision. 14 Heidenfeld 5 1542
Yes, | reckoned — Board 1 in the O’Hanlon is sutsdyter 15 Heidenfeld 6 1489
than Board 6 in the Ennis. But is it? And if sojtibetter 16 Ennis 2 1470
than Board 57 Just how do the boards overall cog®par | ;7 yeidenfeld 7 1458
A simple test was called for. Using the excellerit8 O'Hanlon 1 1419
www.Chessl eague.net was able to calculate the average9 Ennis 3 1415
strength of each board in each division in Leingted 20 Heidenfeld 8 1387
make a very quick comparison. | only bothered ddmg 51 gnnis 4 1356
fc_)r th_e first series of matches — there isn't §kéb be a 5, 5anion 2 1334
significant difference over the season as, by angel the 23BA 1 1308
same players play on the same boards. Unrated rplaye
were ignored for the test, which leads to a bit & ©'Hanion 3 1281
disorientation down around the Bodley, but othentthat 25Ennis 6 1246
is again insignificant. 26 Ennis 5 1237
Much to my smug satisfaction, | was proved riglBeard 27BA 2 1227
1 in the O’Hanlon was on average a remarkable b 28BA 3 1208
stronger than Board 6 in the Ennis. But then Itethr 29OHanlon 4 1186
making some rather curious discoveries, which |ldoiti 30 Bodley 1 1182
have guessed at. Board 1 in the O’Hanlon is agtuali1 O'Hanlon 5 1110
stronger than both Board 3 in the Ennis (by a wioleg| 32 0'Hanlon 6 1083
points) and Board 8 in the Heidenfeld. In factveeak is 33ga 4 1017
Board 6 in the Ennis t_hat Board 1.|n the BA outlsinﬂg 34Bodley 2 949
although bizarrely, Ennis Board 6 did outrank ErBdsrd
5 — the only case of inversion | found within aiglion 35BA ° 910
outside of the distorted Bodley ratings. 35Bodley 5 910
37 Bodley 4 886
The top seven boards were, not surprisingly, tipeseven g Bodley 3 864
Armstrong boards — everyone ,St'” wants to plashatvery Table: How the various boards measure up. Data ttedifiom the LCU
top. The gap between boards is the greatest abphe the chess league site.
three biggest gaps are those between ArmstrongdBdar
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mobile phone related incident and some controvieesgre
the start of the 4th round with two participantsadjreeing
on the result of their round 3 game, one claimimat the
result was a draw and the other that his opponedt h
resigned. The language barrier was something désue
OHre but everything was eventually resolved amijcabl
afthough it did delay the start of round 4 somewhat

Ennis Open
Rory Quinn

The inaugural Ennis Open was held at the Auburn &
Hotel over the weekend of the 13th-15th April.
competitors played over two sections, an open yiioh _ _ L
the North Munster Championship) and an U1400 wi Paylington Mabazwe from Zimbabwe but now living in
number of players rated under 1400 opting to praghe Ennis _followed up h|s_success at Bu_nratty by_ sloafirst
Open. The organizers had hoped for a slightly I@élce in the U1400 with Lucas Almeida. Darlingtorgst
turnout but a plethora of recent tournaments cogrbiaith found draw with Anne Coughlan allowed Lucas to leatc

the good weather meant that numbers were a bitrltvae him with a win over Pat Coleman but Darlington wibe
expected. Nevertheless those who did turn up Apgcel Castricum shield on tiebreak. Third placeswa

rewarded with some fireworks both on and off thardo | Shared between Anne Coughlan of Cork and John Bourk
of Castlebar. This may have softened the blow afdait
Top seed in the Open section was the chess coagfphal, one of whose tips for the Grand National the
Millfield School and former Channel 4 Countdo Htevious day had fallen ear|y_ u1000 grading primmt
champion GM Matthew Turner, a full 200 points highg Lathish Nair and Kevin Fitzpatrick. The U800 tee
rated than second seed Karl MCPhI"IpS Last yd\ﬁdﬂh was won by fast impro\/ing junior B|||y McKenna on 4
Munster champion, Gawain Jones, was not in atte@gsbints. Geronimo Alcantara from Letterkenny alsonveo
having bigger fish to fry at the European Champpssin prize in this section. Junior prizes for best EnKiglimer
Dresden. In any case Gawain would have been ib&ig0 and Ballinasloe player were won by Karl Fitzmauyrigack
win the North Munster as he is now resident in Ekiflen.  McKenna, and Claire Bannon respectively. The pfire

In the end Matthew fully justified his seeding wit best girl in the U1400 section was won by Aoife Kea

comfortable win on 5% points. The only blot on Ifally special mention must go to the player ie th1400
copybook was a draw with Rory Quinn in round 5 wbenwho learned on Sunday that he had become a fathénd
the black side of an Accelerated Dragon he seemsthnd first time. Undaunted he stayed to finish both dgésnes.
better but, just as the clock started to becomeciof, He lost both, later admitting his mind wasn't rgadh the
allowed a tactic which transposed into an oppogégnes and that he found it difficult to concentratew
coloured bishop ending. In the previous round Matthhat's what | call dedication to the game!

playing the white side of his favoured English dpg
Thanks to our sponsors the Auburn Lodge Hotel,

dispatched Karl McPhillips and he has kindly antextahe ¢ o )
game. In the last round Matthew beat Paul Kiele .ghannonside Building Supplies and Power One. Withou

breaking through on the queenside in an Englishis Hpeir assistance the event could not have gonedahea
meant that Rory Quinn needed to beat Karl McPilty Tyrner, Matthew - McPhillips, Karl

board two to catch him. After a complicated game/iich gnnis Open, Ennis, R4, 15 Apr 2007

the advantage swung back and forth a number oftilme Notes by GM Matthew Turner

players entered a time scramble when, with botlysfla

hanging, Karl blundered a piece only for Rory tesnihe 1 ¢4 Nc6 2.g3

best continuation and a drawn position with knightl g Karl seems to always play Nc6 on move 1 and | had
pawn against f and far advanced a pawn was read@ésl.considered playing a Chigorin, which seems to yite
left Matthew in clear first, Rory finished seconddawon 3 safe advantage, but | decided to stick to therelidble
the North Munster title though he was helped sonawly English

the vagaries of the Swiss system, receiving consecy e5 3 Bg2 g6 4.Nc3 Bg7 5.e3 d6 6.Nge2 h5

whites in the last two rounds. Karl finished inrthplace. ' an attempt to mix it up. | don't want to respondtwh4

The U1800 section was won by Nick Larter from EnRfgcause I will probably want to play f4 later ahds twill
who also won a trophy donated by Marcel Castricygf/e 94 horribly weak. | could just ignore 6..4%d play
parents, Henk and Elly. The U1500 grading prize \Zaéi‘} h4 8. d5 N(c)e7 9. e4 when we have someggran
shared between promising Cork junior Hugh Doyle qwhing's Indian set up where | suspect white is dajuife
followed up with a win at the Irish U12 champiorshthe well. However, | tried to keep flexibility with h3

following weekend) and Yoel Ferrer who benefitednir /:N3 Nh6 8.d3 0-0 9.Rbl Be6 10.b4 Qd7 11.b5 Nd8

Stefan Tomczak’s forfeit of both his Sunday gangtsfan 12_-Bd2_ ) . )

(who maybe has watched "The Prestige” one too i this move b_ecause it maintains my optionsnéans
times!?) did his very own disappearing act frontacled oF €xample that if later | play 4 and Black captsi| can
Brandons nightclub in the early hours of Sunday mimay take back with the Knight. I am not sure what Blabbuld

and subsequently forfeited both games later that da | 90 now although it might be worth playing a6 to thof
any serious decisions for some time. An unusua id€6

The U1400 turned out to be an eventful tournametit a
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so that later the knights can use both f5 and 7

12...f5 13.f4 e4 14.Qc2 c6

| had expected 14...exd3 15. Qxd3 Qf7 when 16. &l
horrible for White and 16 Bd5 looks a little suspics.
However 16. Rb4 seems to maintain the advantage.
15.0-0 d5 16.bxc6 bxc6 17.Na4 Nb7

| was happy to see this move because the Knighkslaery
vulnerable. 17...exd3 (I thought the critical lingas
17...dxc4 18. dxe4 Qd3 19. Nd4! Bxd4 20. Qxd3 c2d3
exd4 fxe4 which is as they say unclear!) 18. Qxed&4dL9.
Qxd7 Bxd7 20. Bc3 looks good for White

18.Bc3 dxc4 19.dxe4 fxe4 20.Qxed

| think Karl must have missed that after Bf5 | gast take
¢4 with check and now Black's position looks dire.
20...Nd6 21.Qxg6 Bf5 22.Qxg7+

In fact | had intended 22. Qg5 here, but as | bewa
analyse 22...Bxbl 23. Bxc6 Ne4 24. Bxe4 Bxe4 25
things seemed to be getting unnecessarily compticanhd
| tried for a simpler option.
22...Qxg7 23.Bxg7 Kxg7 24.Rbcl Bd3 25.Rfel Nh
26.Kf2 Rae8 27.Nec3 Kh6 28.g4 hxg4 29.hxg4 N
30.Nc5 Rb8 (D)

—_
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I had missed this move and | suddenly began to
checkmates with the Rook coming to b2 and a Kn
sacrificing itself on f5. To play it safe | decidéue King
should go to gl (rather than g3 where Nf5 would
check). Therefore | didn't want my Rook to be treghput
of the game on h1, so | went for R(e)d1.

31.Redl1 Rb2+ 32.Kgl Nef5

A great move. Suddenly there are lots of ways toirge
trouble. 33.gxf5 is death after Rg8 and 33.g5+ mehp
Knight will always be a thorn in the side on 5

33.Nxd3 Rxg2+ 34.Kxg2 Nxe3+ 35.Kg3 Nxdl 36.Rx
cxd3 37.Rxd3 Nc4

Now we can see why 35. Kg3 was important, had time

Tournament Roundup

Bray Rapidplay

Karl McPhillips has added the Bray Rapidplay to his
rapidly growing trophy cabinet. He beat Simon Jeffain

a blitz playoff to secure the trophy, though the tshare
the prize money with a number of other players who
matched their points haul of 5/6, if not their hieeak
scores, including Sam Collins IM and Colm Daly FM.

Over 60 people participated in the popular annualag
event, which was held in the Esplanade Hotel onBiraey
seafront.

Drogheda

I'\?esrry O'Connell won the Drogheda tournament thés ye
c

Malahide

Malahide 2007 was held in early May, in its traafithl
feenue of ALSAA, near Dublin airport. Stephen Kedligd
®idier Kalamba Mukekwa shared victory in the
Challengers section, while Colm Daly was first imet
Major section, a half point clear of Stephen Sc#nne
Bernard Palmer, Gareth Annesley and Nicholas Riikz

7 7 ]
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7

23

7 >~

% P Vi)

W H5d
c d e f
Daly-Keogh,

Malahide 2007 (5)

22...g5 23.f4 h6 24.fxg5 hxgb 25.Qd2 Qe7 26.d4 d5eb

Na7 28.Qd3 Qe8 29.Rf2 Rb7 30.Rbfl Re7 31.Bg4 b4

32.Nc1

Eyeing up that weak pawn on e6 — ¢5 will be a good

outpost.

032...Qb57 33.Qg6! Qe8

And Black resigned immediately in light of 34.RfA&fRR

K35.Rxf7 Qxf7 36.Bxe6

N W OO N

%
see ~
ight

-

7

be

gone to f3 there would be an annoying check thneatel-0

now.
38.Rd4 Ne3 39.Rd6+ Kg7 40.Rd7+ Kh6é
40...Rf7 may have been a better option - Knight pan
endings are always tricky, but it is not an appeg
prospect for Black

41.Kf3 Nc4 42.Rc7 Ne5+ 43.Kg3 Rf7 44.Rc8 R
45 .fxe5 Rd3+ 46.Kf4 Rxc3 47.Kf5

Quite an embarrassing move to end on. 47.e6 woaNe

lead to White having an extra queen, but | gueds Wds

The tournament was run with an incrimental Fisdirae,
something that proved interesting when Colm Daly v
zSemyon Mkrtchyan in Rd 2 went right up to 2:29prithw
Rd3 starting at 2:30pm!

d7

h

more thematic and was enough to secure a resigndtiO
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Chapter 12) 3.Nd2 h6
Chapter 13) 3.Nd2 a6
Chapter 14) 3.Nd2 Nc6

Each chapter follows a set format. A page or sspent on
the history of the line and the basic ideas beltinghis is
followed by an illustrative game. Finally, we haw¢heory
section, which looks at the main lines in a litlkepth.

Book Reviews
John Healy

Dangerous Weapons: The French
John Watson IM

Everyman Chess
Paperback: 320 pages
Price around €24

ISBN-10: 1857444353
ISBN-13: 978-1857444353
April 2007.

My reservations with this book are entirely supgaifi The
overall presentation has a slightly gimmicky look,
emphasised by the little icons such as a pair of for a
risky line, or a cannon for a ‘dangerous weapowhich
seems to be anything from an attacking line torangt
thematic idea. The diagrams are a bit awkward, \&ith
strange presentation where they are two abreagt.often
leaves diagrams quite far from their referencehim tiext,
which | found annoying. These minor issues realy'd
count for much — | wish the only complaint | eveadh
about books involved trivial formatting issues!

| get really sick of main line
sometimes, and who doesn't? | ¢
help feeling that | should probab?y
know them a bit better, but that takes more tinaa thhave
to give. Not so John Watson. He's not merely stijdbeit
had a significant impact on the main lines in then€h for
over twenty years with three editions of his tresedting
Play the French Everyman have recruited him

contribute to a fascinating new series, in whigtumber of
sidelines for both colours of a major opening a@neined.

EVERYMAN CHESS

Dangerous Weapons: The Frenshan absolute must for
fplayers who use the French Defence, interestingdople
looking for an offbeat but useful line against & White,
and worth a look for anyone interested in quirkye§

In Dangerous Weapons: The Frentime other books inwhere they can be creative.

the series are on the Sicilian and the Nimzo-indemd The Immortal Game
have been well received), Watson seems to have m% )

his task with glee, recommending fascinating, olesdnes avid Shenk

he feels are actually pretty good. Some of thewslhave )
undeservedly bad reputations, others are just obsPuvenir Press

Many of them have only a couple of high level gam}ﬁ'|
their name. Nevertheless, some of them may be 7

popular in a few years — 1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nd2 h6bks
particularly appealing to me, and Watson has begregl
as claiming that this “just has to be good” agaittst anti-
positional 3.Nd2.” I've already heard a club-letgench
specialist declare his love for 3.Nc3 Nc6, whichscure
as it is, has been experimented with by Morozowck

ardback: 313 pages

jce around €30

ISBN 978 0 285 63786 3
September 2006.

“How 32 carved pieces on a boa
illuminated our understanding o
War, Art, Science and the Humd
Brain,” the dust jacket of this boO m— ———

/
[ -
. DAVID SHENK

Topalov and is an important part of the repertoioé
several lesser GMs, including GM Rosentalis, thedeed
at this year's Irish Championships (though he prefethe

Sclaims ambitiously. It's a history of the game imteaved
with the moves of the 'Immortal Game', Anderssen v
Kieseritzky, 1851, written by an amateur player who

Winawer against David Fitzsimons!).

A list of these lines is in order. The first sixe:
recommendations for White, the remainder are facBl
After 1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5

Chapter 1) 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.Bg5 Bb4 5.e5 h6 6.Be3

clearly has a passion for the subject. The boakied at a
Jyery broad market, with the rules of the game ceden an
appendix, and no prior understanding assumed.

The history runs from the origins of the game i@ thiddle
east to the future of computer chess, discussiagsttial

Chapter 2) 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.Bg5 Be7 €5 Nfd7 Bxe7 Qxe Qﬁtanding and influences of the game throughouts Phirt

Chapter 3) 3.Nc3 Bb4 4.e5 c5 5.Qg4

Chapter 4) 3.Nc3 Bb4 4.exd5 exd5 5.Qf3

Chapter 5) 3.Nd2 Nf6 4.e5 Nfd7 5.Bd3 c5 6.c3 Nc6
7.Ndf3

Chapter 6) 3.Nd2 Nf6 4.e5 Nfd7 5.f4 ¢5 6.Ngf3 NcBE3
Chapter 7) 3.Nc3 Nc6

Chapter 8) 3.Nc3 Bb4 4.e5 c5 5.a3 cxd4

Chapter 9) 3.Nc3 h6

Chapter 10) 3.Nc3 Bbh4 4.e5 Bf8; and 3.Nc3 Nf6 NgB
Chapter 11) 3.e5 c5 4.c3 Nc6 5.Nf3 Nh6

of the book is fairly well researched (there arfeva minor
errors here and there, though only the very wealte® on
the subject will spot them). The analysis can sékenthe
author is stretching at times, but overall addd ek nice
collection of anecdotes and an well-told narrative.

chapter, at a pace of about two moves per chapésause
of the intended readership, the style of the nigegery
unusual. Each move is explained in simple proseain
superficial fashion. Interspered among the notemadse
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background to the game, as well as more generahgsis ;
the concept of the opening is explained at onetpalong ICU Ratlngs
with the earliest references to it in arabic texthiese ) ) .
notes, while interesting and well written, are frating for The latest list was published in January.
a more experienced player to read. There are JaVek®S \jempers can view their rating amw.icu.ie where you
in the game which are known to be errors (you dasé ;o 4150 view your rating history and sort thengadist by
that spectacularly and quickly without making SOmgng club, etc. Please note that this list oebntains
e_rrors!)_ but this is entlrely ignored. There is aewany players who are current members of the ICU.
discussion of alternatives. The notes are a lovel
introduction to the game for a novice, but forth# beauty The next rating list is expected to be out shortly.
of the game itself, it's a bit annoying to regytdayers to
have no real commentary on it.
Overall, The Immortal Gamés well written and worth a .
read. It may however be best suited as a gift féniemd FIDE RatlngS
who doesn't play much, or a long-suffering spouse w
would like to know what the heck you see in the gamhis is the July 2007 FIDE list. The next updatelig in
Unfortunately, an ill-advised section on the Freudview october.
of the game makes it impossible to recommend fds,ki
unless you'd like to work through the book withfald; »#  Name, title Rating G
skipping over that point. 1 Baburin, Alexander, g 2559 12
SRTT 2 Kelly, Brian, m 2480 0
The ¢3 Sicilian — 3 Coallins, SamE., m 2405 16
Sam Collins IM 2 4 Quinn, Mark, m 2397 0
Gambit Publications 5 Brady, Stephen, f 2360 O
Paperback: 111 pages 6 Daly, Colm, f 2355 9
RRP €20.35 7 Heidenfeld, Mark, m 2349 3
ISBN-10: 1904600719 8 Astaneh Lopez, Alex, f 2337 0
ISBN-13: 978-1904600718 9 Wall, Gavin, m 2328 15
April 2007. 10 Jessel, Stephen, f 2326 11
. . . 11 Ryan, Joseph, f 2320 17
Sarts st bock vas utin A L2 Walace b 2252 5
- A 13 Short, Philip M, f 2277 0
myself, but I'm sticking it in here 14 Jo
. . . yce, John 2267 8
anyway as a new book by an Irish author is of ageto
the public anyway. It covers the ¢3 Sicilian (1a&42.c3) 15 Olrr,_Mar_k JL.m 2266 4
an opening with a solid reputation 16 © C_lnnelde, Mel 2263 0
’ 17 White, John S 2230 11
Gambit have an extract availablé8 McMahon, Daire 2222 0
(http://www.gambitbooks.com/pdfs/719Samp pdf 18 Allen, Keith 2222 0
, . . .| 20 Redmond, John 2212 4
I'll quote just one review, but there are more ke 21 Murrav. Joh 2209 0
. : . - y, John
online, and I've found them to be uniformly postiv 21 Smith, Andrew Philip, f 2209 8
"[Collins] honesty is wonderfully refreshing, 21 White, John 2209 0
because most opening books are written with some21 O'Shaughnessy, Conor 2209 2
bias, and while Collins may favor White's chances 25 O'Connor, Jonathan 2201 O
slightly more than Black's, he generally 'calls @n 26 McPhillips, Karl 2185 0
he sees them.' In addition, | found his game 27 O'Donovan, Richard 2174 0
commentary to be very instructive, insightful and 28 Scannell, Stephen 2151 0
even enjoyable. There is a fair share of variations = 29 O'Connell, Gerard 2146 0
the annotations to the main games, but there is far30 Clarke, Thomas 2137 0
more prose, and you can actually read the book31 Schmidt, Martin 2134 0
without using a chess board and still learn plénty = 32 Fitzsimons, David 2133 0
the process. The games are well-chosen and the tex83 Smith, Derek 2131 O
is well-written, so it is rather easy to recommend 34 MacElligott, Gerard 2130 O
this book to a wide audience, whether you play the 35 Dignam, Matthew 2122 5
c¢3-Sicilian or not. Of course, those who play this 36 Freeman, Gordon 2100 0O
opening as white or face it as black should bug thi 37 Waters, Michael 2096 0
book without hesitation." - Carsten Hansen, 38 Jeffares, Simon 2095 0
www.chesscafe.com 38 Keogh, Eamon 2095 8
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40
41
42
42
44
45
46
47
48
49
49
51
52
53
53
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88

Path, David
O'Rourke, Ray
McCarthy, Jim
Fox, Anthony
McKeown, Paul
O'Driscoll, Kieran
Fitzpatrick, Brian
O'Leary, Matt
Griffiths, Ryan Rhys
Walsh, Paul
Harpur, Colin A
Quinn, Rory
Butler, Kevin

McDonnell, James J.

Galligan, Brian
Delaney, Killian
O'Shea, Kevin
Cafolla, Peter
Healy, Tom
Crichton, Martin
Connolly, Suzanne
De, Jonge Henk
Murray, David

Ui Laighleis, Gearoidin

Goetzee, Rick
Palmer, Bernard
Hanly, Steven
Boyle, Bernard
O’dwyer, Fergal
Muntadas, Alan
Murphy, Dara

2090
2086
2084
2084
2080
2062
2055
2052
2046
2045
2045
2044
2043 0
2041 O
2041 7
2037 0
2035 0
2034 0O
2020 O
2019 7
2012 1
2005 O
1990 O
1986 O
1984 10
1980 O
1978 8
1977 O
1974 9
0
0

OO0 RrOO0OO0O RO O
w

1968
1956

Menon Jayadev, Poornima,wf 1951 0

O'Grady, Gary
Osborne, Sam
Murtagh, Dermot
Salter, David
Nicholson, John
Twomey, Pat
Moran, Stephen
Hogarty, Philip
Smith, David J.
Dunne, Paul
Quinn, Deborah
Benson, Qisin P.

Lowry-O"Reilly, Hannah,wf

Loughran, John
O'Brien, Kieran
Normoyle, Liam
Grzymek, David

1937 O
1929 O
1924
1917
1910
1894
1892
1865
1860
1847
1837
1835
1813
1789
1773
1757
1677

OO0 R gowWOoPg0000
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Upcoming Tournaments
Galway Chess Congress 200

DatesSep 21-23, 2007

Location Salthi

pionship, originally adised
@s been postponed to a dak t(

announce! pably October). Look out for detals
appearing Calendar section of icu.ie in clugrse.

Contact Andrew Thomson, 041 9836110

Gonzaga Charity Classic

DatesFeb 1-3, 2008

Location Gonzaga College SJ, Sandford Road
Prize Fund €2000

Contact Michael O Toole, Phon
otoole.timmy@gmail

Tournaments for which we don't have any information
e Kilkenny, Late November
e Limerick, October?
e Benildus Charity Blitz, early January

Watch out for these omww.icu.ie

T >
9, 2007 to Ap
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