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News

ICJ Online!

If you're reading this, you presumably already kndmt
this issue of the lIrish Chess Journal will be palsd
online. At a recent meeting, the ICU executive deditha
1

future issues of the Irish Chess Journal will bedag

available online only. The current (February 20i88ue of
the biannual magazine will not be printed and pbgte
members as it has been in the past.

Instead, the journal is available as a single doaaéble
pdf file, which can be read by freely available pelders
The journal is open access, available to non-memhe
download. It's hoped that this will help promote tame
in this country, as well as raising the profile winy
tournaments.

This policy change will save approximately €6,000nd
the ICU's annual budget, equivalent to about altbfrthe
union's annual income. In a year which sees Irelersting
the Glorney and Faber Cups, the annual U19
competition contested by Ireland, England, Scotl
Wales, France and the Czech Republic, it is neogss
tighten our belts.

A poll on the icu.ie website found that a majori§
members are in favour of this move. 31% were imEmwof

keeping the hard-copy edition, 23% were in favotr

having the journal on-line but available to membenty
and 46% were in favour of the format chosen, with
journal available to anyone who visits the website.

Grand Prix Suspended

It was also decided to suspend the Grand Prix Hg| t

season. The Grand Prix awarded points to playecsdidh
well in a number of tournaments around the courtythe
end of the season, the six players with the mosttpan
each of the three rating bands won cash prizes.

The Grand Prix was set up to encourage peopleatyp ip
more tournaments. It particularly provided a bomsthe
top sections of some smaller tournaments, as s{taygrs
fought for points as much as the tournaments' grizet its
cost-effectiveness has been questioned, as hasdtieof
awarding prizes to people who are already doingd ime
tournaments. The suspension of the Grand Prix sa
further €3,000 on the ICU budget.

Website PIN Expiry Postponed

There has been a delay in the membership sec
responding to some postal subscriptions, which 8
some ICU members don't have their PINs yet and
normal expiry date for 2005-06 PINs is tomorrow (&9
12-31). To compensate for the delay, all mem
registered on the web site with a 2005-06 PIN Haaathe
expiry date advanced one month, to 2007-01-31, giw
time the problem will hopefully be resolved.

V/

-

The best way to subscribe to the ICU is online bsea
machines can accurately accomplish in seconds what
humans can take weeks to do, and not always rgliabl

Women's Officer Appointed

Gearoidin Ui Laighléis was recently appointed Wosien
Officer for the ICU and she would like to hear fraati
ctive (and not so active) women chess playersasEle
forward your email address to her to join her magillist. It
doesn't matter what your rating is! She can be lechait
women@icu.ie

Britain's Chess Charity

fLast November, the British parliament passed theriGes

Bill, which, among other things, changed the d&fini of
sport to include non-physical games such as chiEss.
move means that chess can now receive government
funding and chess organisations can apply for ghari
status.

REting Foreign Tournaments

%@@ou notify the ratings officer in advance, yoanchave
Your results in foreign tournaments count towardsiry

ICU rating. However, a recently introduced ruleéhat you
must now pay a €10 fee. Olympiads and other ewenése
players are selected to play for Ireland are exempt

0

Munster Chess Union AGM
At its AGM in Mallow on September 12, Munster Chess
Union elected the following officers:

Chairman - Ray O'Brien
Secretary - John Alfred
Treasurer - Kevin O'Shea
PRO - Tom Hickey

Munster delegate to ICU
Leagues Controller

- John Cassidy
- Frank Noonan

The only contentous motion at the AGM was one "That
MCU objects to bringing in players from outside the
Munster League'. The motion, which was passeéyned

to the issue of players being parachuted in by se@nelp
promotion or title hopes.

[Results of league matches should be e-mailed tokFra
doonan at franknoonan@eircom.net. John Alfred's sit
www.chessz.comand others, will display league table
results.

Following complaints about lengthy delays in reagevpin
ewampers, MCU called for the discontinuation of the
eystem. Many Cork and Limerick players never resgiv
tifgdr PINS and were unable to access the ICU welesst
season. Clubs who have news about meeting dates and

beggues and/or club competitions, etc., should skeoh to

Tom Hickey attomhickey.tom@gmail.coror call 086-
1245670.
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Cork Chess Club Championships
Fed up with championships where too many peopled
to turn up for games, members decided the best to
fight indifference was to charge people to playkTasul
was a 30% increase in membership and over 40 enir
the seven round club championship which has 400 feu
the winner and many other prizes. After two roust
players are on full points - James McKeon, D
O'Hallihan, Killian Long, Stephen Short and J
Donoghue.

Simon Lawrence claimed the senior championship
overcame Pat Twomey in a play-off. The dramatialé
followed a tense final round in the championshipper.
Michael Bradley won the junior title.

Club officers: Chairman: Tom Hickey; secretary: Abns
Gannon; treasurer: Mark Walters. The club meetsye
Friday at 36 St Patrick's Quay, Cork, at 8pm. feother
details check out the websitgww.corkchess.com

Limerick Chess Club Championships

Gerry Casey, Michael Normoyle, Ray O'Brien and
Hayes lead with two points, though Casey and Note®
game has yet to be concluded.

Round 3 Draw

1 Gerry Casey (2)

2 Gabriel Mirza (1.5)

3 Phillip Foenander (1)
4 Kieran Young (1)

5 Pat Coleman (1)

6 John Alfred (0.5)

7 Chris Young (0)

Michael Normoyle (2
0-1 Ray O'Brien (1)
0.5-0.5 Pat Hayes (1.5)

Conor McCarthy (1)

John Collison (1)

Brian Collery (0)

Glorney and Faber Cups
The Glorney and Faber Cup competitions got undeioveg
2nd August in the University of Swansea in Walekis]
year just three nations took part due to the CEegbublic
"crying off" at the last minute. As a result théslr teams
had a “double header” against England, Wales aloda
Welsh adults team over six rounds. Only the resaflthe
two matches each against England and the Welsm&i
and Faber teams counted towards the points eauméth
the competitions.

First up for the Irish were the holders of bothptmies,
England. The lIrish Glorney team lost 4-1 with thayc
Irish win coming on Board 1 where David Fitzsim
defeated the 2137 rated Peter Constantinou. Whidg
overall scoreline was disappointing, it did notleef the
closeness of some of the individual games and els &
understates the quality of the Irish play. The Faieam
fared significantly better in round 1 by drawingthvia
strong English team with Emily Alfred drawing onard 1,
Catherine Danaher just losing out on board 2 aftéong
65 move struggle and Sarah Cormican winning aga
1536 rated opponent on board 3. In the aftern
England's teams outplayed the Welsh adult teants tivd

)

Glorney team winning their match 5 — 0.

lh round 2 the Irish Glorney team put the mornings
isappointing result behind them by crushing Wdlgs0%2
with wins for David, John McMorrow, Liam Normoyl@aa
®isin Benson plus a draw for Dara Murphy. The Faber
team also beat the hosts by 2-1 with draws for ieaild
Catherine and a second successive win for Saralt. uye
BA' day 2 was the Welsh adult team who lost and drew
Blerall with the Glorney and Faber teams respegtive
This was followed by another joust with England vehthe
fplorney team again lost by 4-1 with draws for Daaidl
Dara. After their promising opening performancese t
Faber team were unlucky to lose their crunch clagh
England by 3-0.

On day three of the tournament, Ireland’s teamgepldahe
Wielsh Glorney and Faber Teams with the boys drawing
2%5-2Y with draws for David, Oisin and Dara and a feir
John. The Faber team defeated Wales 2%2—0%. Irirthle f
round, while Ireland played against the Welsh aduhe
England Glorney team defeated Wales 3%:-1% for the
second time while the Faber Team won their game 2—-1
Hfbs Ireland finished as runners-up to Englandath the
XGlorney and Faber Cup competitions with Wales fiing
third. Cross tables for both competitions are sgthelow
and the games are here: Glorney, Faber. Irelantlthes
events in 2007 and it is anticipated that the Sdorechs
and Belgians will participate along with Englanddan
Wales.

Overall there were encouraging performances frorh bo
Irish teams which had lower average ratings thaair th

Eamonn Canning (O_I5an|i3h and Welsh opponents. The experience ofingday

in these events will stand to the Irish playerthimfuture.
Final standings:

lorney Cup 2006
layers: 1. David Fitzsimons, 2. John McMorrowL&m
Normoyle, 4. Dara Murphy, 5. Qisin Benson.

f IRL ENG WLS IRL ENG WLS Total
IRL 1 45 | 1 25 9
OENG 4 . 3.5 . 35 15
WLS 05 15 - 25 15 o 6

Faber Cup 2006
Players: 1. Emily Alfred, 2. Catherine Danaher,Sarah

0@®rmican.
>t

IRL ENG WLS IRL ENG WLS Total
YIRL  « 15 2 . 0 25 6
ENG 15 = 2 . 2 8.5
WLS 1 . 05 1 . 35
nst

c% t, we have a game from the Glorney cup, a win by
avid Fitzsimons over his Welch counterpart.
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Fitzsimons,D (2081) - Jones,M (1800) [B53]
Glorney Cup 2006 Swansea (6), 04.08.2006
Notes by David Fitzsimons

l.e4 c5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 d6 4.d4 cxd4 5.Qxd4 B
6.Bxc6 Bxc6 7.Nc3

White gets rapid development in return for giving the
bishop pair. 7.c4 is another strategy intendingchamp
down on the centre but 7...f5!? cuts across Whitas and
is perfectly playable for Black.

7...Nf6 8.Bg5 (D)
E Wwo E

A2 1iii
/%// j
>
pn / /
5 /3/
% g/ /

// // /

/
= /g

8...e57!

White has a massive plus score against this linere
common and better is 8...e6 9.0-0-0 Be7 10.Rhel
11.Kb1l intending Qd2, Nd4, f2-f3 and g2-g4 withatack
is White's main idea.

9.Qd3t h6? 10.Bh4

10.Bxf6 was possibly better:
12.0-Ct intending c2-c4 and Rf-d1 with a stranglehold
the centre.

10...g5 11.Bg3

The Black position is very loose and White has d¢lear
plan of occupying d5 and/or pressurising the Pd6.
11...Nh5?!

oll...Be7.

12.0-0-0 Nf4?

12...Qa5 activating the queen and clearing the foay
potential queen-side castling looks best althoudhit&\is
still better after 13.Nd® intending Nc4 or Nb3.

13.Bxf4 gxf4 14.93!

ensuring the creation of more weaknesses in Blde
structure.

14...fxg3 15.hxg3%D)

The White position is very easy to play: his Nf3n
quickly be transferred to f5 where it pressurisdéacBs
weaknesses on d6 and h6 and the Nc3 can occl
powerful post on d5, forcing Black to relinquiste thishop
pair at some stage.

15...Qb6

Attacking f2.

16.Nd5! Bxd5 17.Qxd5 Qc6

if 17...Qxf2?? 18.Qb5++- and Black is busted: K&7.
(18...Kd8 19.Nxe5) 19.Qxb7+.

/

10...Qxf6 11.Nd5 Q

18.Nh4

This knight is much superior to the Black bishop f8n
because once it reaches a light square (i.e f6gnihot be
exchanged off.

18...Rc8 19.c3 Qxd5 20.Rxd5 Kd7 21.Nf5 (D)

i &
11y /l//‘/

0-0

d8
on
Black's position is very difficult: his Rh8 and Bftaven't
moved yet and now they both have the thankless aésk
defending Black's weak pawns. White can build v,
pushing his queen-side pawn majority supported Hey t
king and can play g2-g4, tying down Black's h6 pawn
completely if need be. f2-f3 can be played, defegdhe
e4 pawn and placing all White's king-side pawndigint
squares so they cannot be attacked by Black's islitois
ever activated. All Black can do is sit and wait.

21...Ke6 22.Rhd1 Rc6 23.Kc2 6

n23...Be7 because f7-f6 closes the last open diddbag
ktbe B has.

24.b3+- Rh7 25.c4 b6 26.Kc3 a5 27.a3 Rhc7 28.Rhl a4
29.Ne3 axb3 30.Kxb3 Rc5 31.Rxc5 bxch

cal...dxc5 was probably best although Black jusiésaone
weakness for another i.e. d6 for b6.

IB2.@4 Ra7 33.g4 Rb7+ 34.Ka3 Rb4 35.f3

35.a5 is also winning but there is no need to hurry
35...Bg7 36.Rcl Bf8 37.Nd5 Rb7 38.a5 h5

a last attempt to gain some activity at the cost &f but it

is too late.

39.gxh5 Bh6 40.Rc2 f5 41.Rg2 Bcl+ 42.Kad fxed
43.fxe4 Rh7 44.Rg6+ Kf7 45.Rf6+ Ke8 46.a6 Bg5
47.Rxd6 Bd8 48.Nf6+

1-0
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Gonzaga Classic

John Healy

S

suffering the effects of the flu, but | was stubiber| like

the Gonzaga tournament, which is in its sixth yaad no
mere virus was going to hamper my attending. Bssid
was nearly better. As it happens, that attitudeniaming
to serve me well. | turned up on the Friday, wrapje
and paid in. €25 into a weeke

scarf and coat,
tournament is pretty good these days, and the padpe
fund is more than compensated by two factors:lyirshe
tournament raises money for a Jesuit charity, a@cdrgdly
like most tournament goers, | rarely get any of phize
money anyway!

Gonzaga is a typical Dublin tournament — about tgigh
people gather in a hall for what's usually a deadm@ss

event, though lacking the spirit of the big coungments
It's held in Gonzaga College, in Ranelagh, a fewuteis

walk from some nice restaurants and pubs, so gy
good craic if you're looking for it. Gonzaga's tegction

has always been weak, usually struggling to makealla

play-all, so this year, they dropped it, stickimgtead with

an >1600 section, as Cork and Malahide do.

The first round draw saw me take on Danny Mallagls
strong player | usually look forward to playing. 'slea

challenge, not invincible but not someone I'd ndlynae
concerned by a loss to.

Healy,J (1650) - Mallaghan,D (1858) [A36]
Gonzaga Classic 1600+ (1), 02.02.2007

1.c4 g6 2.g3 Bg7 3.Bg2 ¢5 4.Nc3 Nc6 5.a3 Nf6 6.Rb0
7.b4 cxb4 8.axb4 d6 (D)

H/gw %@
2 & Yy

e,

o
e

ﬁ/g/
ROWS

This isn't thought to be the best. The main line.isa5

Either way, the position
comfortable for White. Now, watch closely as | logdive
moves.

9.e4?

ome weekends, it's just not going to go your waor.
me, the first weekend in February was one of thb
apologise here for a very personal report, but Gga
2007 was fairly memorable for me. Maybe my experge
will serve as a cautionary tale! For a full weeki, Ibeen

is supposed to be pr

Ireland’s Biggest Chess Store is only one

e-mail or phone call away!

Grandmaster Alexander Baburin has a wide sele
= of chess books, software and clocks for sale. We
- latest chess books from all major UK chess pubis
d (Gambit, Everyman and Batsford), as well as fi
‘New in Chess’ (Netherlands), ‘Edition OIlm
(Germany) and ‘Siles Press’ (USA). We stock clo
from DGT and Garde and software from ChessE
and Chess Academy. You can order ChessBag
Fritz 10, as well as other engines (Junior 10, ¢4
10, etc) and instructional DVDs. Also available i
score-books and chess sets (plastic, wooden
magnetic).

E-mail us at_ababurin@iol.ico request a frei
catalogue e-mailed to you in PDF format. You (
also order over the phone: (01) 278-2276 or 087
2378. If you need help with choosing appropri
books, clocks or software, we'll be happy to assist

3

gI‘m confident that this is a mistake. Gordon Freema
suggested 9.b5 Ne5 10.d3 intending f4, which looks
eminently sensible. 9.b5 Ne5 (9..Ne7) 10.c5 was
Hodgeson-Rytshagov, Netherlands Donner op 1995,
though I'm not thrilled by White's position here.

h9...Qb6

Interestingly, there has been a high level game hefore:
9...d5 10.cxd5 exd5 11.b5 Nd4 12.e5 Bf5 13.Rb2 Ne4
14.f4 f6 15.Nh3 Qd7 16.Nxe4 dxe4 17.Nf2 fxe5 185fxe
Bxe5 19.0-0 Rac8 20.d3 exd3 21.Nxd3 Bxd3 22.Qxd3
Nf3+ 23.Qxf3 Rxf3 24.Bxf3 0-1 Thiede—Borriss, Sglen
1999.

10.Nd5? Nxd5 11.exd5?

This is bad because of Black's 12th, which I'd edss
entirely.

11...Nxb4 12.Qb3? Bf5! 13.Nf3

The alternatives are really no better. 13.Qxb4 Bxb1l
13...Nd3+ 0-1

| consoled myself by blaming the flu (which made ek

of the old quote “I've never beaten a player whesnita
sick”, | forget by whom) and thinking of Kramnikdunder
against Deep Fritz (s€@f Machines and Meron page 32,

if you're unfamiliar with this). Mine was the shest, but
hardly the most significant game of the round. That
distinction goes to Rory Delaney's interesting wurer top
seed Semon Mkrtchyan.

Delaney,R (1752) - Mkrtchyan,S (2030)
Gonzaga Classic 1600+ (1), 03.02.2007

1.c4 Nf6é 2.Nc3 e5 3.g3 Nc6
This is the popular Three Knights system of the lighg
Opening.
g2 Bc5 5.e3
.a3! is considered more accurate because of thshplity
in the note to Black's next move.
5...0-0
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5...d5! 6.cxd5 Nb4 and Black is at least equal.
6.a3 a5 7.Nge2 Re8 8.0-0 d6 (D)

z/gya/@
4 , //

/‘/
g/ /

///////
3

. é?/&’
= sw BS

9.d3 Bf5 10.h3 Ba7 11.Kh2 Qd7 12.e4 Bg6 13.Bg5
14.f4 exf4 15.gxf4 Bh5 16.Qc2 Bxe2 17.Nxe2 K
18.Bxf6 gxf6 19.Qc3 Ng8 20.Ng3 is Spraggett-Po
Cappelle la Grande 1998. White is much better.
9...e4 10.Nf4 Bf5 11.d4 exd3 12.Nxd3 Bb6 13.b3 Q
14.Kh2 Ne5 15.Nxe5 Rxe5 16.Bb2 (D)

E %/‘/ '
2 7

Sy

SR

%

a
&

PR

Yy
2

' m men
E / Wy
16...Bg4?!

This doesn't really work, but Semyon has won mar
tournament with this kind of play. It's just easfer the
defender to make a mistake and very hard to segthirg
at the board, so Rory decided to play it safe addine the
sacrifice.

Rhe5 22.Qc3 d5 23.Nd3 Rf5 24.cxd5 cxd5 25.Racl
26.exd4 Bxd4 27.Qc7 Qb5 28.Rc4! Be2 29.Rxd4 Bx
30.Rg4+ Kf8 31.Qd6+ Re7 32.Rel Rfe5?? 33.Rxeb
33.Qxf6! R7e6 34.Qh8+ Ke7 35.Rd4!+-

33...fxe5 34.Qh6+ Ke8 35.Rg8+ Kd7 36.Bh3+?
36.Qf6! was necessary to peg back that f pawn.
36...Kc7?7?

After 36...f5! , Black is still much worse, but tmeating
threats are over.

37.Rc8# 1-0

Semyon's tournament path was to cross mine thewisiy
morning, as | helped him on his way back from

seeming-fatal first round setback. He didn't nexelbreak 3
sweat, though problems with the heating system triban

17.Ne2 Rh5 18.Bxf6 gxf6 19.h4 Re8 20.Qd2 c6 21.[%1O

t
1

he probably couldn't.

Mkrtchyan,S (2030) - Healy,J (1650) [AQO]
Gonzaga Classic 1600+ (2), 03.02.2007

1l.94

The Grob, favoured by English IM Mike Basman (who
some people prefer to name the opening for) andwa f
fellow nutters, has a bad reputation. It's not digla but if
Black know's what he's doing, he'll get the begeme. For
the uncautious, or me, it can catch you out wifbva little
traps.

1...d5 2.Bg2 Bxg4?!

2...c6 3.h3 e5 is one of the better ways to pl&y th

3.c4t ¢6 4.cxd5 cxd5 5.Qb3 Qc7 6.Nc3

6.Bxd5?? Qxcl+

6...e677?

S. 6...Nc6 7.Nxd5 Qd7 looks okay.
%p 4+ 1-0

&), yeah! The Kramnik defence is beginning to gdiita
sketchy. Even the flu is no excuse for averagimgneves

diAessgame.

Round three went a bit better for me. | blunderadye just

to keep momentum going, then was gifted the exahang
back and eventually found myself trying to defend a
opposite coloured bishops endgame a pawn dowrst o
about sixty moves after mishandling the endgamedsin

it wasn't as trivial to hold it as these endgamigsnoare).
On 0/3, | was in line for a bye next round. Around, or

to be more precise, above me, things were stattirsfpape
up. Gordon Freeman lead with full points, whileyohis
fellow Gonzaga alumnus, David Murray, was withirif lza
point of him. In the Major section (1200-1600), thoair
leaders after round two had all drawn with eachegth
while four more stood on 2/3. In the Challengeraniel
Purdey and Robert McKenna shared the lead on diritg.
Five players stood on 2.5 points.

W eound four draw between Murray and Freeman opened

things up in the Championship, allowing Mkrtchyamda
Cafolla to catch Murray. The Major remained tightt
Robert McKenna took the clear lead in the Challesdpy
beating Purdy.

vid Murray - Gordon Freeman
nzaga Classic (4) 03.02.2007
otes by Gordon Freeman

1.e4 b6 2.d4 Bb7 3.Nc3 e6 4.Nf3 Bb4 5.Bd3 Nf6 6.N@I2
c5!? 7.a3 cxd4 8.axb4 dxc3 9.bxc3 Qc7 10.Bb2 Nc6
11.0-0 e5

Trying to create a position that suits the knights.
12.Qe2 a5 13.b5 Ne7 14.Rfd1 0-0 15.c4 d6 16.Nfl Nd7
17.Ra3! Nc5 18.Ng3 Qd8 19.Qg4 Ng6 20.Nf5 Qf6
21.Bcl Nf4?!

A dubious pawn sac, prompted by White’s purposeful
haanoeuvring and the feeling that the position wasing
against me.

22.93?
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White overplays his hand. After the simple 22.Bafi4
23.Qxf4 Black has some structural compensatiorthier
pawn, but nothing immediate.

22...h5! 23.Qf3

23.Qh4?? g5!

23...Qxf5 (D)

X

24.gxf4?

After this White is in serious difficulty. But theiis anothe
a neat mirnaove
that both players missed (more an optical brilliatian a
chess brilliancy!).

24...Bxe4d 25.Bxe4 Nxe4d 26.Re3 Nc5 27.Rxd6 exf4
28.Re2 Rad8?

Missing 28...Rae8! holding the extra pawn by tadtic
means and maintaining a big advantage (29.Rxb62 Rx
30.Qxe2 f3 with a winning attack).

29.Qxf4 Qxf4 30.Bxf4 Ne6 31.Rxd8 Rxd8 32.Be3 a4!?
This is a bit risky but keeps some life in the gardter
32...Nd4 33. Bxd4 Rxd4 White is worse, but withyonl
rooks remaining it's an easy draw.

33.Rel

Precise and safe play; 33.Bxb6 Rd1+ 34.Kg2 Nf4-K&5b.
Nxe2 36.Kxe2 looks tempting, but after 36...Rbl1adK is
better. 33.c3 Rc8 34.Bxb6 Rxc4 35.Rc2 is doublesddg
but not 35.Ra2? Rxc3 36.Rxa4 Rb3 37.Ra5 Nf4 38.h4
Ne2+ 39.Kg2 Nc3 and the b-pawn falls.

33...Rc8 34.Ral Rxc4 35. Bxb6 Nf4

This time the line 35...Rxc2 36.Rxa4 Rb2 37.Ra5 Nf4
38.h4 Ne2+ 39.Kg2 Nc37? is busted by 40.Bd4! Tinreafo
truce.

36.Be3 Nd5 Y2-Y%.

Come Sunday morning, | drew Patrick Launders, wt
beaten in the Leinster Championships a little ntben a
month previously. Partick's only started playing thre
1600+ sections recently, and he was having as oesstful
a weekend as myself, if not quite as dramaticaliyade a
poor choice of plan in a sort of knight's tour Mod
Benoni, and Patrick missed a chance to get a
advantage, instead letting me equalise. | won anpéiven
checkmated him in an interesting endgame with & eowl
bishop each, and plenty of pawns. It's the only eyéiom
the weekend | have any pride in. I'm not goingublish it,
as no doubt someone would immediately email meptot
out a number of significant errors!

Elsewhere, Freeman beat Cafolla and Mkrtchyan beat
Murray to set up an interesting last round paidngboard
one. Having lost his first game, Semyon was threaggto

win the tournament in a 'Swiss submarine'. In thajdv]
Kouhtev beat Maher and O'Keeffe beat Bourke to imeco
joint leaders on 4/5. Robert McKenna beat Michael
O'Toole to go a full point clear at the top of the
Challengers section.

At lunchtime, GM Baburin gave an open coachingisess
where he took games and analysed them for the ibefief
the audience, as well as answering their more géner
opening questions. A theme of unbalanced positiams
through the session, as he empasised how symnaettic
asymmetric positions differ in charactor, and whyuy
would chose one over the other. As ever, he was
entertaining and informative in equal measures.

| went into the final round, where | was to playiiRa
Soikkeli, in a better mood than before. Having séén
name misspelled in every conceivable way duringltisé
Championships, | checked it with Raino as | filleat the
rtop of my score sheet. Once bitten, twice shy -dida't
give me the opportunity to get it wrong, writingatit for
me himselfl We both played the opening in a nervous
haste, me blundering a whole rook, him missingds, |
was just missing everything this weekend. Soomaéeds,
| stormed his kingside with some pawns, won a piece
he soon resigned.

E}The battle royale between Gordon Freeman and Semyon
Mkrtchyan wound up a draw, making Gordon clear wmn
with 5/6.

In the Major, the counterpart key game was Atanas
Kouhtev's win over William O'Keeffe, which earnednh
first prize on 5/6.

In the Challengers, Robert McKenna wrapped up the
tournament with a draw with Eamon Launders. Thatvdr
let four other players catch Launders with winsldave
five players joint second.

The full list of winners is below.

The chief organisers were Gonzaga transition yealests
Brendan Lannoye, Michael Flanagan and William Hyrle
with assistance from their teacher Daniel Lynchd\s/tstill
snore 'Dan’ than 'Mr. Lynch’). Herbert Scarry did bsual
efficient job as arbiter.

Championship: 1 Gordon Freeman 5/6; 2 Semyon
Mkrtchyan 4%; 3 David Murray, Rory Delaney, Tom
L Fitzpatrick 4;grading prizeJohn Crowley.

e

Major : 1 Atanas Kouhtev 5/6; 2 John Maher 4%; 3-5
William O’Keeffe, John Bourkegrading priz@, Ciaran
Walsh 4.

Challengers 1 Robert McKenna 5%/6; 2-6 Eamon
Launders, Michael O'Toolegtading prizé, Alasdair
PWalsh, Mark Berney, Sean McGowan 4#gies prize

Bernie Mahon.
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O'Connell who sacrificed his queen for a very daoge
attack in the late middlegame. Black was neveranger,
but had to play extremely precisely to avoid gettmated
in the ensuing complications.

E
Jy O
%Vgﬁ/
i /g”ﬁ/
///,

Leinster Championships

). - — - L
Champions, all: The winners of the four sectionsheflteinste
Championships with Tony Gregory TD, who presentedepri
(I to r) Semyon Mkrtchyan, Alasdair Walsh, YoelrEerTony
Gregory TD, Karl McPhillips. Photo: Ciaran Roa

v ../@C
O'Connell,G (2098) - Quinn,M (2369)
Leinster Chess Championship (1), 28.12.2008
25...f3 26.Qxf3 Nxd5 27.Qxf7+ Qxf7 28.Nxd5 Rf8
29.Nd3 Qe6 30.Rc7 Nf4 31.N3xf4 exf4 32.Re7 Qg6
2BH#Bd4 Rf7 34.Rcl Bf8 35.Rxf7 Kxf7 36.Rc7+ Ke6

Mark Quinn IM reports on the Masters section
The recent Leinster Chess Championships held oe

not just amongst themselves, but against a numip
rapidly improving junior players, who are on thespuof
breaking through into top flight Irish chess. Tlop seeds
were GM Votava from the Czech Republic, followed
myself, IMs Sam Collins and Gavin Wall, Colm Dalyda
Karl MacPhillips, fresh from his victory in the @itof
Dublin Championships. While all eyes may initiahgave
been on the titled players, from an early stage,aogd
coming players set the pace, showing a healthyeglsd
for more experienced opposition. Already in round The following morning | was drawn with black agains
David Fitzsimons scored a convincing victory agailehn Karl. Responding to my Benoni defence, Karl went do

Redmond, a highly experienced player making a we&golid positional line with 7. Bf4, which promiseshite

return to chess after a sabbatical of some yeaysdd& good chances of a safe edge, without significaikt th the

three of the tournament, as the two annotated gagesst hope of bringing Karl into uncharted waters, | ded to

{'h%s, Irish players were left to fight for the lefidm the
start and the first critical encounter in this m&pcame in

nd 2 when Karl MacPhillips faced Sam Collins.isTh

s an odd game in which Karl seemed to be in some
trouble, but in the middlegame Karl somehow managed
get out of an awkward pin and turn the tables om,Sa
exchanging off pieces into a winning rook and pawn
endgame.

Rory Quinn's Chigorin.

Votav,J (2531) - Quinn,R (2112) [D07]
Leinster Chess Championship (1), 28.12.2006

Mihai Suba, an extremely creative and innovativayet,
who | got to know when he stayed in my house inlDub
during the Telecom Tournament in 1990. After being
exposed to Suba's infectious enthusiasm for theoleih
ccame a staple opening in my repertoire, but | ieckr

BXf3 7.9xi3 Qd5 8.Be2 0-0-0 9.Qxc4 Bba+ 10.Nc3 Qxad the opportunity to play this line with Qe7, anck

11.Bxcd Nxe5 12.Be? Bxc3+ 13.bxc3 Nd3+ 14.Bx®§ing as conversant with chess theory these days as
Rxd3 15.Rgl g6 16.Ba3 Nh6 17.Rdl Rhd8 18.Rxd obably should be, | wasn't sure whether it haénbe
Rxd3 19.Bb4 c5 20.Ke2 c4 21.a4 b6 22.a5 Kb7 23.axhfuted or even played on any grand scale. As #awked
axb6 24.h4 Kc6 25.h5 Nf5 26.hxg6 hxg6 27.Rhl N little sleepy at the board and | felt in the mdadmixing
28.Rh8 Nb5 29.Rc8+ Nc7 30.f4 Rd7 31.Ba3 Kb5 32,44ngs up, | thought it was worth a punt. The gatmat
Ka4 33.Bb4 Kb3 34.Rb8 Nb5 35.Rxb6 Nxc3+ 36.Bxc3@nsued was one of the most enjoyable and stimgléiia

Kxc3 37.e5 Kc2 38.Kf3 c3 39.e6 fxe6 40.Rxe6 Kdpaved in a long time, as Karl did not shirk fromet
41.Rxg6 c2 42.Rgl YoY% challenge, but followed the age old dictum, that Hest

way to refute a sacrifice is to accept it. The cboagions
| managed to win a highly complex game against Yoghat ensued were mind boggling and highly unclear.
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Though objectively, the line looks dubious for laonce 13...Qf6! 14.Bd2

white takes the rook on a8, his king is extremedgased Only move. 14.Be5 dxe5 15.Qxa8 0-0-+

and the White queen finds herself temporarily boxedn 14...0-0

the black queenside. At a certain point Karl cohli’e Only move once again. 14...Nxd2? 15.Rel+ Kf8 16 Xxd
played the funny Rg1, after which | should probaddgept Qf4+ 17.Re3+- or 14...Nxc3?? 15.Rel+ Kf8 16.Bh68Kg
a perpetual. Instead, he chose to keep the gamehanii7.Qc8+ Bxc8 18.Re8#

contest alive by playing 19.Qb7, which enabled meitk

up the f2 and d5 pawns, while the white king rered
stranded in the centre. In the messy middlegama@ssed

the first of two clear wins, the first of which 2Bic6

would have led to a spectacular and beautiful HiniBhe

second big chance came right at the end of the gdrea |
played 37...Rb8, convinced that White's king hathlfy

run out of safe squares to hide. That was until Eame ug
which | had complet

with the incredible 38.Rb1l!l,
missed in time pressure which meant | had to fa
perpetual. As Gavin Wall, pointed out later 37.8Rauld
have won for black, but considering the game,
retrospect, a draw seemed a fair result. This hastitical

moment for my tournament, as once | let Karl o#f ttook

twice, he never looked back.

Mc Phillips,K (2250) - Quinn,M (2368) [A70]
Leinster Chess Championship (3), 29.12.2006
Notes by Mark Quinn

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nf3 ¢5 4.d5 d6 5.Nc3 exd5 6.cgB

7.Bf4 a6 8.e4 Bg7 9.Qad+ Bd7 10.Qb3 Qe7 (D)

KA W
/z/ggg4
i /l/ ?j\l/
_ @é/y/
B
nl
AR B AR
2 &s A

\\

/
7

11.Qxb7

11.Bxd6? the actual move order here is differenSaba

played 10....Qc7, but Karl could easily have chose
transpose and so as to distract the black queem

pressuring e4. 11...0Qxd6 12.Qxb7 0-0 13.e5 (13.Q>%
Qb6 14.0-0-0 Nxe4,) 13...Bc8!! An extraordinary neoy

which Suba claims was the best he ever found dwe
board. 14.Qxa8 Qb6 15.Bxa6 Bxa6 16.0-0-0 Ng4 1
Nxe5 18.Nxe5 Bxe5 19.Qf3 Nd7 20.Rd2 RbRorchnoi-

Suba, Beer Sheva 1984 21.Rel Bb7 22.Qe3 Bd4 23

Nf6 24.Re7 Bc8 25.Nad Qb5 26.Qb3 Qxb3 27.axb3

28.Rc7 Ne4 29.Re2 Nxd6 30.Nxc5 Bf5 31.Rd2? Bx

32.Rxch
11...Nxe4 12.0-0-0

12.Nxe4 Qxed+ 13.Be3 Qb4+ 14.Qxb4 cxb4 15.0-0-0=

12...Bxc3 13.bxc3
13.Qxa8 0-0 14.bxc3 Qf6

15.Qxa8 Nxd2 16.Rxd2

16.Kxd2? Qf4+ 17.Kc2 (17.Kel Re8+ 18.Be2 Qe4 19.Rd2
Bb5 20.Ngl Qxg2-+) 17...Bad+-+

16...Qxc3+ 17.Rc2 Qal+ 18.Kd2 Ba4 19.Qb7

19.Rg1!? Bxc2 20.Bd3 Qxa2 21.Bxc2 Qa5+ 22.Kcl Qal+
23.Kd2=

19..Bxc2 20.Kxc2 Qxa2+ 21.Kc3 Qxf2 22.Qe7 Qa2
23.Ng5 Qxd5 24.Ne4 Qd4+ 25.Kc2 (D)

el
ce

“
4
7

"

_

7

in

E w0
/@/ A8
B E e

25..Nc6!! | had seen this idea during the gamet bu
rejected it, as | underestimated how strong 29wag, and
with time beginning to run short, | didn't fancyterng a
highly unclear endgame against Karl a rook down.
26.Nfé+ Kg7 27.Ne8+ Rxe8 28.Qxe8 Nb4+ 29.Kcl c4
30.g3 Qc3+ (30...c3 31.Qel Na2+ 32.Kc2 Qad+ 33.Kd3
Qb5+ 34.Kd4 Qb2-+) 31.Kd1 Qf3+
26.Bxa6 Qa4+ 27.Kd2 Qa2+ 28.Ke3 Qxab6 29.Qxd7
Qa3+ 30.Kf4 Qb4 31.Kf3 Qb3+ 32.Kf4 Qc4 33.Kf3
Qd3+ 34.Kf4 Qd4 35.Kf3 f5!
the best way to continue the attack is to exposewthite
king further by chasing away the knight and theimding
the dormant rook on f8 into play.
36.Nxd6 Qd5+ 37.Kf2 Rb8?
With f7 covered by the black queen on d5 and thé&ewh
ing exposed, | confidently moved my rook to théild-
templating a swift mate, only to be shocked &rl'K
onse.

7..Ra8!
;4% f7+ Kg7-+
38%Rb11 Qda+
Rxb1 39.Qd8+ Kg7 40.Ne8+ Kf8 41.Qxd5+-;
%ﬁiRaS 39.Kgl! c4 40.Rel+
f

38.Ral Qd4+ 39.Kf3 Qxal 40.Qe6+ Kh8

3 Qd5+ 40.Kf2 Qd4+ Y-

In round 4, later that afternoon, perhaps somewahabdyed
at my failure to convert against Karl in the morpih let a
slight edge slip against David Fitzsimons and veopn
after found myself in big trouble. The game is datex
below by David, and is a great example of what kagp
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when a player with a slight opening edge, momet
loses concentration. David's choice of the Blumienfeas
an excellent choice, as it is both sharp and cox

Moreover, in a chess career of some twenty oddsy

incredibly, | had never before faced the Blumenféifter

contriving to gain a slight but tangible edge ie thpening,

after one careless exchange, Bxc4 the initiativedenoly
and definitively passes to black. After a furthdighg
inaccuracy, Bh2 instead of Bg3, black is soon intag
and gains a winning position.

Quinn IM,M (2386) - Fitzsimons,D (2100) [E10]
Leinster Ch. 2006 Dublin (4), 29.12.2006
Notes by David Fitzsimons

1.d4 Nf6é 2.Nf3 e6 3.c4 ¢5 4.d5 b5 5.Bg5

White has many alternatives here but this is a riraén
5...exd5

5...h6!?

6.cxd5 d6 7.e4

7.a4!? is interesting: after 7...b4 8.e4 White hasforced

Black to waste a tempo on ..
Bb5+ at some point.

7...a6 8.Nfd2

8.Nbd2 occurred in K McPhillips-D Fitzsimons, Armstg

.a6 but this allows tadrplay

Cup 2006. 8..h6 9.Bh4 Be7 10.Bg3 Nh5 11.a4 N

12.hxg3 Bf6
8...Be7 9.Bf4 0-0 10.a4 b4 11.Bd3 Re8 (D)

EASWE o
. @ngfx
'S BB B

/Z//é /% //
é%AQ%@%@

%;%%/
i
/3/@25/ /g

=11...Nbd7 12.Nc4 Qc7 13.0-0 Ne5

12.0-0 Bf8

12...Nbd7 is interesting, also giving me the optidriNf8-
g6 13.Nc4

13.h3

A useful move, which prevents the manoeuvre Nfeeg4-
13...Nbd7 14.Rel a57?!

0l4...Ne5

15.Nc4 Nb6 16.Nbd2 Nxc4 17.Bxc4?!

017.Nxc4+

17...Nd7 18.Bh2?!

@

18.Bg3 is stronger because the bishop has moreesjt@

go to i.e h4 or f2 at some stage.
18...Bab6

018...Nb6

19.Bxa6 Rxa6 20.f4

20.Qe2 Ra7 21.QK15

é20...Nb6 21.b3

This move is only useful if followed up by Nc4

hd...g6 22.Nf3?!

€Hhnis is not a logical continuation of the plan sdrwith 21
b3. Instead, 22.Nc4 Bg7 23.e5

22...Bg7 23.Ra2 Ra7

23...Bc3

24.Qd3 Rae7

24...Rc7 intending c4 looks good for Black.

25.Ree2 Qc8

025...Qc# because the Nb6 is defended but | instinctively
didnt like the x-ray of the Bh2 on my queen.

26.e5

26.Qb5!

26...c4 27.bxcd Qxc4 28.Qxc4 Nx€4D)

/ /ﬂ/@
/Hé‘//

///
4/%//1/
aa

B nh h

.

7 7 7 &
E%,%%%%ﬁ
Now Black has a clear advantage because Whitetsaten

pawns are going nowhere and his passed b pawady te
roll. White's chances lie in removing Black's déwpa
without compromising his own pawn structure, sot@s
make his central pawns mobile again.

29.Rac2 Nb6 30.Red2

30.Rc6 Rb7 (30...Nxd5 31.Rd2 Nc3 32.exd6) 31.Rxd6
Bf8! (31...Nxa4!? 32.Ra6 This is the kind of pamiti
White should be aiming for: he has removed Blad&'sind
has a passed d pawn. Nevertheless, Black sholllbesti
better but the game is complicated.) 32.Rxb6 (3@.Rc
Nxd5) 32...Rxb&

30...Nxa4 31.Nd4

31.exd6 Doesn't look like a move that White wantplay
but may be his best shot: 31...Rd7 32.Rc7 Rxd&33.f
31...Rb7 32.Nb3 Rb5 33.Ra2 Nc3-+

33...Nc5?! 34.Nd4 Rb7 35.Rxa5

34.Rxa5 Rxa5 35.Nxa5 Ra8 36.Nb3 Ra3 37.Rb2 Nxd5
38.Kf2 Nc3 39.Kel dxe5 40.fxe5 Na4 41.Rb1 Nc3
41...Ra2-+

42.Rb2 Ra2?

42...Ra8-+ Black's rook is much more active thathite
counterpart and should therefore not be exchanged.
42..Na4 43.Rbl Ra2 allows Black to transpose thto
previous note.

43.Rxa2 Nxa2 44.Kd2 Kf8 45.Kd3 Ke7 46.Kc4 16

White retains good drawing chances in this positand |
was running short of time so | decided to a extamkace
offer.

\\\

&
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Yo-Yo

As | struggled to hold with white against David4Simons, The Leinster Championships also saw the welcomerret
Karl McPhillips eased into top place with a conwigcwin | to Irish chess of John Redmond, one of Irelandengest
on the black side of the Chigorin defence agairetePplayers in Ireland when | was growing up. After itak
Cafolla. time out from chess, John returned to the gamehat t

Cafolla,P (1979) - Mc Phillips,K (2250) [DO7] recent European Union Championships in Liverpool.

. . ; Although | never had the opportunity to play agaiihshn
Leinster Chess Championship (4), 29.12.2006 when he was at his peak, his games on the finabfiaye

inster Championships, suggest that he is stily weuch

orce to be reckoned with. His games against Gatim

ly and Sam Collins demonstrate the combative and
eative qualities which | remember observing yesgse.

Is round 6 game against Colm Daly is a text boadecof
what happens when White overextends on the queensid
leaving his kingside exposed. His earlier gameoumd 5
Elsewhere Colm Daly and Gavin Wall's game ended igainst Sam Collins was no less spectacular. Despit
perpetual after 25 moves. This hard fought allgitting in to all sorts of trouble in the openimdosing
paradoxically short draw was symptomatic of sevefalan exchange, once out of the opening, he manages to
Gavin Wall's games at the championships. Each sfcbhsolidate and gain sufficient compensation tesegBam
positions against Collins, Daly and myself, peteoedl in a number of problems in the late middle game. Sam's
the middle game to drawn positions after initiadtynplex subsequent escape in the endgame stands as dreehefst
and double edged openings. In round 5, Karl losE®&m Houdini acts | have seen in quite a long time. Witiite's
Daly, while | could only equalise with Gavin Wallittv time running low, he managed to create just enough
black. Demonstrating a high degree of patience eohplications to force a mistake and save a hatftpo
technique, David Fitzsimons used the white piecelea edmond,John - S Collins [A29]

Bernard Palmer and set an intriguing encountén . . ;
up ninguing ) einster Championships (5), 30.12.2006

Karl in the final round. Notes by John Redmond

As | went down to Votava on the wrong side of an

awkward and fumbling English opening, Karl McPipiflj 1.c4 Nf6 2.Nc3 e5 3.Nf3 Nc6 4.g3 d5 5.cxd5 Nxd5 6B
won a scrappy encounter against David to take it |{Nb6 7.a3 Be7 8.b4

underlining the degree to which his game has pesgek of In 2006, | returned to competitive chess after aya&r
late. absence. | felt the need to create a new reperaoideso |

Quinn,M (2368) - Votava,J (2531) [A25] find myself playing lines | never played before.idline is

. X ; an example. | wanted to mix things up by delayiagtling
Leinster Chess Championship (6), 30.12.2006 but I only vaguely knew what | was doing and soakena

istake. | suppose this is how you learn.
..Be6 9.d3 0-0 10.Bb2?!

.0-0 now is normal.

...ab 11.b5 Nd4 12.0-0

.Nd2

...Bb3 13.Qd2

amongst other rising talents.

1.d4 d5 2.c4 Nc6 3.Nf3 Bg4 4.cxd5 Bxf3 5.gxf3 Qx
6.e3 e5 7.Nc3 Bb4 8.Bd2 Bxc3 9.bxc3 Qd6 10.Rb1l
11.Rgl g6 12.f4 exf4 13.e4 0-0-0 14.Qf3 Qa3 15.
Qxa2 16.Bd3 Nge7 17.Kfl f5 18.Be3 h6 19.Rxg6? N
20.Qxf5+ Kb8 21.Qxg6 Neb5! 22.dxe5 Rxd3 23.Rel
0-1

1.c4 e5 2.g3 Nc6 3.Bg2 d6 4.Nc3 g6 5.e3 Bg7 6.Nue
7.d4 h4 8.d5 Nce7 9.h3 hxg3 10.fxg3 Bd7 11.g4
12.Qb3 Bh4+ 13.Kd1 Rb8 14.Bd2 Kf8 15.Kc2 Kg
16.Rafl Nfé 17.Ngl b5 18.e4 c6 19.cxb5 cxd5 20.e
a6 21.a4 axb5 22.axb5 Bxb5 23.Nxb5 Qd7 24.g5
25.Ne2 Rxb5 26.Qd3 Rf8 27.Bc1 Nf5 28.Rd1 Bxg5 0O-1<: . .

missed the following motif.

All in all, the Leinster Championships was a highig...Nc4! 14.Qcl (D)
successful tournament. The venue at An Oige waal,ide
particularly for the numbers of players involvedyd
smooth organization thanks to Mick Germane and| Pat
Fitzsimons ensured that chess players could coratent

purely on their play. This was particularly imp
especially in the Masters section, as the tourn&iiseon
of only two opportunities Irish chess players haae
year to compete in FIDE rated events in Irelande Tdct
that the event was FIDE rated probably contributethe
intense, hard fought nature of the tournamentgssral o
Ireland's top players put valuable rating pointsttoa line,
so as to chase the Leinster title. It can only bpeld thal
more tournaments such as this are organised ifuthe to
give further rating and norm opportunities to tied of
Karl McPhillips, David Fitzsimons and Sam Osborne,
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14...Nxb2?! 35.g4 h3+ 36.Kfl Rb7 37.d4!

14..Nxf3+ 15.Bxf3 Bg5! 16.e3 Qxd3 17.Be4 Qb starts to tremble

18.Bxb7 Rad8 is better for Black. The move in theng is 37...exd4 38.f4 Qh6 39.g5 Qh5 40.Qd3 Ra7 41.Ne7 Kh7
natural but gives White counterchances. Nevertbelé8.Nxg6

White's inaccurate opening, the loss of the twoh&is, 42.Bg4! is a simpler win - | didn't see this maiiflater.

and the following exchange sac persuaded both Eayet2...Rxa4 43.f7

think, that Black was doing much better than int fecwas, Missing a pretty mate 43.Bg8+! Kxg8 44.Qb3+ Kh7
15.Qxb2 a4 16.Nd2 45.Qf 7#

White may be better after 16.Nxe5 but it looked knase 43...Ral+ 44.Kf2 d5

16...Rb8 (16...Nc2 17.Bxb7 ) 17.Racl c6 18.bxc66bRcnice mirror of White's sacrificial d-pawn pushpsing
19.Nxc6 Nxc6 20.Bxc6 Bg5 21.e3 Instead | went intfee one sensitive diagonal while opening another.

following exchange sac as a means of making Blagkis45.Bg4!

hard. But the sac worked out better than that. A good-looking move. Another way to proceed is 88
16...Nc2 17.Nxb3 axb3 18.Qxb3 Kg7 (45...Bxf8? 46.Nxf8+ Kg7 47.Qxd4+ Kxf8 48.Qxal)
18.Rab1 may be better 46.Bxd5 Rd1 47.f5! when 47...Rxd3 allows 48.f6 rhate
18...Nxal 19.Rxal Rb8?! was worried by Black's counter-chances against g K
This looks passive. 19...Ra7 20.a4 Bc5 is a bedteup. ' and they are real enough. Here are some plausible
20.a4 b6?! alternatives that only draw: 45.f8Q Ra2+ 46.Kgl Ral
| was pleased to see this. Now White's pieces damdaKf2=; 45.Ne5+ Kg7 46.Bxd5 Rd1l= ; 45.Ne7+ Kg7
occupy strong squares. The rook on b8 is partiyuleard 46.Bxd5 Qh4+ 47.Kf3 Qh5+=

to activate. 20...c6 seems better 45...Ra2+ 46.Kf3

21.Nd5 Bd6 22.Rcl Kh8 23.Rc4 f5 24.Qc2 Rf7 25.ReB.Kel also wins 46...Bb4+ 47 Kfl Ral+ 48.Kf2 Qxg6
h5? 49.Bf5

| think Black wanted to prove an advantage evendghde 46...Qxg6 47.Bf5 Ra3 48.Bxg6+ Kg7 49.Qxa3 Bxa3
is probably worse. The move played makes even Bf57?!

white squares vulnerable, especially g6. | stibudht 1 50.f5 d3 51.Bh5 is more forceful

was worse but felt | now had a chance of savinggtimae, 50...Kxf7 51.Bxh3 d3 52.Ke3??

A better move is 25...f4 | was short of time and found a way not to winws
26.Qc4 Rd7 27.Bh3 harder to make a draw. 52.Bg4 prepares to coveardil
At this point | offered a draw. push the 3 passers. Even the opposite-colouredpssh
27...Bc5 28.e4 Rd6 29.Rxd6 would not save Black.

Here | considered another exchange sac 29.Rxcx3| BbR...Bcl+ 53.Kxd3 Bxf4 54.Kd4 Bxg5 55.Kxd5 Y2-%
30.Qxc5 fxe4 31.dxed The fact | was thinking thia Colm Daly - John Redmond [AL0]

shows the game had swung around, Leinster Championships (6), 30.12.2006

29...cxd6
29...Qxd6 may lead to a draw 30.exf5 Rf8 31.Qe Nccges by John Redmond

32.bxc6 Qxc6 33.f6 gxf6 34.Qg6 with a perpetual tmm
30.exf5

In order to seal the f-file. Black now looks toaatt dow
the h-file by getting the rook to h7. In the endphesue
this aggressive policy too rigidly.

30...Qg5 31.Qc2 h4 32.Kg2 g6?!

Although this idea is consistent, it is mistimed a®ment
White's advantage.

33.f6

Natural. Another line is 33.f4 Qh6 (33...exf4 343Kh7
35.d4 ) 34.d4 Bxd4 35.Qc7 Rg8 36.Qxd6 Qh5 37.
Kh7 38.Qf7+ Rg7 39.Nf6+ Kh6 40.Qxg7+ Kx
41.Nxh5+ gxh5

33...Rb7?

After this Black is lost. He should be thinking ab
making a draw and his best chance is to sac bae
exchange for the advanced f-pawn. After the teid th
impossible. Also the d3-d4 motif is made strongecdus
of the weakening of the eighth rank. 33...Rf8 34ba&5
35.b6 Bxb6 36.Nxb6 Qxf6 37.Nd7 Qf3+ 38.Kgl Rf
33...Rf8 34.Be6 Rxf6 35.Nxf6 Qxf6 36.Bd5

34.Be6 Rh7

34...Ra7 35.d4 exd4 36.f4 Qh6 37.Ne7

1.c4 b6 2.Nf3 Bb7 3.e3 e6 4.b3 f5 5.Bb2 Nf6 6.Nc87B
7.93 0-0 8.Bg2 Ne4 9.0-0 Bf6 10.Qc2 Na6!? 11.a3 Blac
12.d3 Nxc3 13.Bxc3= d6 14.b4 Bxc3 15.Qxc3 Nd7 16.d4
Bed4 17.Rfdl Qe7 18.Racl Nf6 19.c5 Nd5 20.Qb3 g5
21.Rel Kg7?!
h8 is a better square for the king
22.Qd1 Rf7 23.Bfl Raf8 24.Nd2 Nf6é 25.Qa4 Bd5
26.Bb5?!
Decentralising 26.f3 is better. White would havenso
e.

1‘.9..Ne4! 27.Nxe4 fxe4 28.Re2 (D)

olm thought that White was better here - | thoutigt
position was double-edged. Both of us were wronghW
accurate play, Black has an advantage. His thoeatke f-
“ﬁa‘ are worth more than White's threats on thealec-f

ck's correct plan is to advance his h-pawn toahd
exchange on g3. If white retakes with the h-pawacBl
attacks down the open file. If White retakes witte tf-
pawn, Black attacks down the file and has new threa
against e3. Meanwhile Black defends the seventlk ran
laterally.
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Three Wise Men

Last September, at the AGM of the union, it was
announced that three men had been awarded life
memberships of the Irish Chess Union. These mek, Ja

Hennigan, Gerry Murphy and Frank Scott all leftithe

mark on generations of schoolchildren, not juseashers,
but as chess coaches. The schools they taughtratfas,
Gonzaga and St Benildus respectively, have domdnate
Leinster, and to some degree Irish youth chesssdone
time.

We invited some of their former students to tellalmut
the men who shaped their early understanding cfche

28...Rf3?!
White makes this move look good but it should ltsee. Jack Hennigan

In the light of the last note, correct is 28...B%). 29.Rec2We start with Jack Hennigan, who was principal of
h4 30.cxd6 cxd6 31.Bfl Kg6! 32.b5 hxg3 33.hxg3 g#affan National School in Kildare for forty-foyears
34.Qb4 Qd8 with the plan of doubling rooks on thileh before his retirement in 2005. He took up chessuado
followed by Q-f6-f3 1980 and was soon passing his love of the gameoon t
29.Bc6?? generations of school kids. Like the other men ilef
Over-optimistic. This removes the bishop from calidhere, the phenominal successes of the teams uadér J
defensive squares. 29.cxd6 cxd6 30.Rec2 (30.QcReisHennigan show what can be achieved by the passion o
the same way) 30...R3f7! e.g. 31.Be2!? Kg6! 32.1%jilst one man.

33.Qb4 g4 34.Bf1 h4 35892 hxg3 36.hxg3 QB 37.Rd2

Rh8 38.Rdc2 (38.Qbl is instructive 38..Qf6 39.Bxe40Pbie Lunn

Kg7 with the winning threat of Qf3) 38...Rfh7 withe idea! Nave been told not to make this sound like artualoy
of Q-f6-f3 and to do so would be an insult to a man who ha tiife

29...Qf7 30.Rcc2 Be4! 31.Be8 and energy in him than many half his age. Jack i@nns

There is no defence. 31.Rxc4 Rxf2 : 31.Red2 Rx@igacher, a mentor, well respected by any onehasdad

32.Rcl Re2 33.Rxe2 Bxe2 34.14 exf3 35.Kf2 Qh5 3@.HRE Pleasure of meeting him. His knowledge of ctiess
Qh3 37.Ke3 Qg2 astounding. His attitude to life is perhaps morpriessive.

31..Qf6 32.Qd7+ Kh6 33.Red2 Rxe3 34.Rxc4 Relirst really came into contact with Jack or 'Sie | will
35.Kg2 Qf3+ 36.Kh3 g4+ 37.Kh4 Rhl 38.Qxe6+ Rf@|ways know him when | was in fourth class. It whsn
39.Qxf6+ Qxf6+ 40.Kxg4 Qeb+ 41.Kf4 Qxc4 42.h4 QChat we got the opportunity to start playing cheldss
43.94 Qxd2+ 44.Kf5 Kg7 45.95 dxc5 0-1 obvious love of the game was clear to see eveméoas a
o ) ten year old. Jack wanted you to learn, he wantdty
Pat_F|t23|mons reports on the Major and ChaIIen@}s‘;a”enge yourself and explore the psychologicalefild
sections _ _ that is the chess board . He allowed you to make gan
The Major Section was won outright by top seed SEMiistakes and would quietly advise you afterwardsthie
Mkrtchyan with a score of 5.5/6. Ray O Rourke, P&e knowledge that you would prove yourself to himhink
Jackson and Lukasz Goralski finished 2nd—-4th reapdye respect is very important to Jack. He once stopped
with scores of 4/6. Rory Delaney, Peter J. Hayesawid chess practices as he felt we had begun to mestosed
Baird won grading prizes. interest. | don't think we ever talked in practazgin!!

The Challengers Section was contested by 22 plamiisrie thing that | respect most about Jack was theuatof
was won by Galway-based Cuban Yoel Ferrer on #alkime he put into chess. He must have brought @ teast
from Ger Reilly, both scoring 5/6. Five playersdti®r 2 or 3 matches a week without question or objectiis
third on 4/6, namely Andrew Rodger, Patrick McKillepassion and patience made it easy to learn ardlear
David Cormican, Ronan Sweeney and John Hensey.  that he was a fantastic teacher. How many Irigbstihave

The Junior Section was contested by 15 playersveasiP€€n won and how many Irish teams have been cosapris
won by 13 year old Alasdair Walsh who won the se opf Straffan lads. They even tried to find some wakick
outright with 5.5/6. Another member of the St. Beug US out when they realised they couldn't beat usie T
Chess Club, 12 year old Stephen Cunningham finishedghest compliment to Jack surely!

Murphy in 3rd position. Kevin Fitzpatrick and yousters against Jack.. But that wasn't his style. He wauikfer to

Christopher Taylor, Adam Blunden and Mark Bernesoaleach us then hammer us! 'Sir' to me is a legerid. H
won prizes in the Junior Section. -
1 Maybe | overemphasised this point! — Ed.
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contribution to chess was massive, not only toffainabut reponsible for creating this world was Gerry Murplly

to all of Ireland. There is no one who deserveshibs and highly respected teacher of Music, Latin and Ctadsi
complete respect and admiration more than Jack ig@nrstudies Gerry Murphy was also a keen and passichatss
and this lifetime membership that has been awatdddm player, who had started a chess club in the schowle

is just a small sign of the appreciation that heetiees. years before. Gerry cut a striking figure amondst t
teaching staff at Gonzaga, with a long flowing tehrd,
Gerry Murphy _ _ sandals and an animated black cape that usedilt@ftex
When we mentioned this feature Sam Collins and as he paced around the school. The chess skibto
Quinn, they both immediately volunteered to wrigiece. meet every Wednesday afternoon all year round,smail
Two of the strongest players in Ireland today, theyh mysty room above the rugby changing rooms, in apbexn
have fond memories of Gerry Murphy, head of musig@ pyildings near the old bikesheds. Each Wednesday
Gonzaga College in Rathmines, Dublin since 1973. Gerry would turn up around 1.45pm and open up liae. ¢
Sam Collins IM There he would hold court, coaching and encouraging
A 12-year old walks down a dusty corridor in Gorezaglayers starting out and playing blitz againstcaliners.
and hears Beethoven’s ninth blaring from one ofrtitens. HiS passion and enthusiasm for the game was infeti
He opens the door to find a dozen boys lined upipga@nd tangible to anyone who would turn up to lookpiay.

blitz with a supervising caped figure kibitzingtae top of There he would resolutely defend his beloved Benko
his voice. Gambit and always maintain that with best play, tevhi

should retain a little edge with the English. I lwikever

In the Soviet Union, they had institutions callegld®es o forget the look he gave me once when | Cheerfu”y
YOUng Pioneers, where talented kids could hone #hdis announced one day at the club that the Benko watede

in whatever talent had gained them entry. Gerry fyrpy some new line with 3. Several blitz games fotal
was like the ches_s teacher at one of these schéelseve where | tried to put this theory into practice, leath time,
showed me a single chess move, yet all of my pesiaw Gerry's beloved Benko c5 pawn coasting hontaen
experiences in chess are thanks to him. The sdalesoendgame, much to his delightt What made the club so
efforts verged on the inexplicable; driving kids $ecial was the sheer number of players who usedaio
tournaments and matches, opening the school at faighyeek in week out, before heading off to rugby ftreinor
league games, organising multiple internal comi home. While | was the only really enthusiastic plain my
and penning dramatic reports of their progressnBveen own class, (another talented natural player, Gerald
he started composing music and releasing CDs, w&yalparkinson never caught the chess bug), in the elasad
found time to run the chess club. of me there were at least twenty regular players) were

When | won a medal at the Bled Olympiad, Gerry wior&xtremely committed players. Ala_n Pe_art would beedm
for a full weekend. When | wrote my first chess koo a7 the strongest of the players in this class gacn to
dedicated it to him. He is genuinely proud of gfPresent Ireland at the Glorney Cup. Gerry wasiqto
achievements of all of his players — not only whéark récognise that the huge popularity of the game ianA
Quinn, Gordon Freeman, Alan Peart, Eoghan Case{&'t'S year, was something that might be builnupa he
Adam Kelly wins a tournament, but when some 10@8er?€9an to encourage us _aII to play in competitiariside of
13-year old wins on time in a drawn king & pavﬁqhool, and take part in the large open tournamtts
endgame. Gerry gets more of a kick out of the gérae used to be run in Dublin at this time, often in Mansion

anyone, and showing him a nice win at the end dioySe- He entered 'A’,'B' and sometimes evelreé(Dhss in
tournament was always a rewarding experience. the Dublin school chess leagues and it wasn't wefgre
Gonzaga began to dominate at junior and seniorl,leve

| owe a lot to Gerry. He deserves every accoladelrish winning several Leinster and All-Ireland Champicipsh
chess community can give him. At one stage, if | remember correctly Gonzaga deteith
Mark Quinn IM to such a degree that they won the Leinster Sestiess

In 1984, when | first strolled though the doorsGrinzaga ch@mpionships for five years in a row. Gerry's ontion
College, | was already an enthusiastic chess playir was however far more than simply organizing thé cad

father had taught me the game some years befaleas picking the teams. He used to accompany the various
began to improve he sent me to a Junior chess ial jnior and senior teams all over _Lelnster and axaiy
Newtown Park Avenue, which | attended assiduousty overseas to Marllwpod, the premiere schools chezs te
Wednesday evening from 7.30 pm to 9pm, paying figntin Great Britain or Ireland.

organisers the grand total of forty pence on edsih ike \What made the Marlwood tournament unusual wasthigat
all kids attending primary school for the first &mteams consisted of 12 players, which meant thasahgol
everything is new and somewhat mystifying. There @at had ambitions to win the tournament had toehav
many new faces, a new environment, a whole newdatorlstrength in depth. Equally, the system by whichygia
discover and come to terms with. On arriving in @aga, | were drawn against each other, meant that teamsdwou
would discover that, unsually for the time, chetsy@d anever face off against each other directly. Plagereach
significant part of school life, and the man whoswsoard would play in different rooms and never krigaw
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the rest of the team were doing or how or our dbsgals
were faring. The only thing that was certain wast #ver
single half point was like gold dust. We first wetd
Marlwood in about 1989.
excitement of being dropped off to Dun Laoghaires
Gerry, Denis Cusack and David Murray, two o
enthusiastic chess playing teachers in the schamind
1800 Elo in strength, were waiting to take the teasr to
Holyhead. The trip to Marlwood was the highlightesfer
year, and provided non-stop chess over a thregdagd
from blitz and analysis on the boat and train,h® stiffes

competition against the best schools that England fa

Wales had to offer. Gonzaga's victory at Marlwo
1992/93, is in many respects the crowning achientro

Gerry Murphy and Gonzaga chess. No other teamlth

have ever played in had such a strong sense of $pait)
commitment and loyalty. Despite the immense abidi
various individuals in the team such as Alan Pdadnci
Sweeney, John Carroll, William Mulligan to namet;j
few, each of us all knew that every single playgyardles
of our differences in age or strength or personaliad t
pull together and support everyone else if we vgeiag to
win the tournament. This strong team spirit was
result of a short, inspirational pep talk, but tlesult of
over a decade of commitment on Gerry's part, tvating
a friendly atmosphere in which each of our own\rdlial
chess talents might flourish. Some years ago, (daly
stated that Gerry Murphy had done more for Iriske
than perhaps anyone else and | cannot but agreeh
my own success as a chess player comes from

formative years in Gonzaga, playing blitz on bigdsty old

White Russian clocks for endless hours, then tiraig

across the length and breadth of Dublin city tdedént
schools to play for junior and senior teams andlinto
Marlwood.

It is worth noting however that chess was only afe

Gerry's many passions. Indeed, Gerry Murphy is a
distinguished and acclaimed composer of classiaadien
whose works are available on CD and are perfor
regularly at home and abroad. | suspect that Gefingt
love was music and that he discovered the magihess
later. Now looking back, | wonder how on earth,ftvend
time for chess at all, considering that he andldtis wife
Patricia had a large family of four sons, and thatwas
steadily composing a range of works encompas
orchestral works and concertoes for Uileann piped
piano. | remember calling into Gerry and Patrictatsne
on several occasions after | left school, wheres¢al/ered
that while Patricia didn't play chess, (like Geshe was
musician and music teacher), she really thoughtais a
worthwhile activity and gave her husband her fuibsort
in his involvement in chess. It was most probahbnks ta
Patricia that Gerry never missed an important mattten
following tough encounters and unexpected defi
fractured egos might need to be reassured andreds
The latter, Gerry had an uncanny ability of doingftyy
and with great humour, something which made unplaz
losses much easier to bear, especially for plageming

I can still recall the imse

out.

Gerry also made sure that any significant chessesses
were recognised within the school and | recall many
assemblies where teams and individuals that had won
hcormpetitions or medals were brought out on stadeoimnt
of all the pupils, so that those achievements wgeitithe
acknowledgement they deserved. On paper one coyl a
that Gerry's greatest legacy to Irish chess wasuthder his
guidance, the school won countless junior and senio
Leinster and All-Ireland Championships. One coulsba
point to the successes in Marlwood in 1992 and thigma
later generation of chess players led by Sam Golin
illfield (as Marlwood become known after a venue
change in the mid nineties). It is also noteworttigt two
of the players Gerry should have taken such a kderest
in should go on to become International Masters and
compete for Ireland in numerous chess Olympiadst Th
Sam Collins would go on to win a gold medal at Bied
Olympiad in 2002 is also hardly coincidental and a
testament to Gerry's continued dedication to clesg
after | left the school. Gerry's real contributifr me
however was the way in which he consciously wemtuab
creating a chess culture in Gonzaga. He quiteallter
inspired hundreds of kids down the years to takethap
game whether it be for a few weeks, a season @aa or
two. Not everyone would get hooked on the gameheor
ood enough to play for the school. But many, réigss
of their level, did learn something of the magicabiess,
twggé it feels like to catch an opponent unawares arost
importantly, how in order to improve one has tatefiom
%ne's mistakes. | am only too aware of the deltd both
onzaga and Gerry for helping to provide an atmesph
conducive to enabling me to pursue my chess amiitio
And to that end, | am delighted that the ICU haaleh the
step of honouring Gerry by issuing him with hongrhfe
emembership. He is one of a few individuals who lyelhas
smade a difference to Irish chess and the livesoohtless
junior chess players who passed in and out of dursdof
rBexhzaga. | have so many memories from those ytwas,
it is difficult to pick one out, but | will nevefget the first
time | played for Gonzaga in an away match against
Stratford, who thanks to the efforts of April Cronhad a
number of very strong players in the school atttime. |
don't remember the result of the match, but | rebem
Shegry arriving half way through the game and naticihat
lawas not annotating my game. Without saying amgb
me, he began to right down the moves, and oncgdhe
was over, he patiently explained to me what notati@as
aand also how important it is to record one's gasteas to
play over them afterwards. | seem to recall sugugshat
in future he could watch and annotate all of my @i he
liked, which received a smile of no uncertain imltrity!
Now looking back, | think this occasion marked thery
efaitst, point when | began to study chess and ndt plesy it
tior fun. So thanks Gerry for the way in which yoanwout
of your way to explain to a somewhat stubborn and
ageluctant nine year old the secret to improving'®caess!
After taking the advice on board, a whole new warfd
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chess magazines and books suddenly opened uf
became comprehensible to me. Only a few weeks ihaye
dad bought me my first chess book, Bobby's Fisslidy'
Sixty Memorable Gameand | was well and truly hooked

Frank Scott

When Steve Burns won the first Irish Email Ch
Championship a few years ago, he spoke fondlysofirist
chess teacher, “Much of my early chess style
enthusiasm can be credited to Frank Scott, our ct
chess mentor, who reminded us regularly of the fiteoie
rooks on the seventh rank.” Frank had taught himSa
Benildus College in Stillorgan, Dublin, in the eal
eighties, and has taught many a youngster the
Commandments of Chess' (and even some geograph
economics!) since.

John Healy

| first met Frank in 1995, when | entered secondatyool.
| had learned the moves of the game from a fewsy
previously, but I'd never really played it much.afk

would turn up at the little room where the chesdbahet at

lunch time and after school every day, to operptaee for
an hour or so. He'd watch us playing blitz gamdtgnc
kibitzing with unflagging good humour. He put a lot
emphasis on the basics — rapid development, eashjirg,
control of the centre, the value of open files ahé
seventh rank, as well as practical advice, like niogv-
illegal practice of writing your move down beforeuy
played it. Looking back now, | don't think | haveally
appreciated how much he taught me about the game.

Frank didn't push us to do any more than we watttebut
he gave the players in the school as many opptgard
play the game as he could. Aside from those lumeh&ind
after school sessions, he ran a number of schaohg
(usually five or six) in the LSCA's Leinster sche
leagues, often driving us to games. He brought $eawer
to what's now the Millfield tournament, sometimesrme
two — for any school to be able to field the gutghirty
decent players is a massive achievement. He intemtus

) and
1

Kilkenny Congress

Ciaran Ruane

The 30th Kilkenny Congress was run over the
essweekend of November 24th to 26th 2006.
There were four competitions: the Challengers
doehder 1200), the James Mason (1200-1600), the

h9lajor (1600-2000) and the Masters (over 2000).

tThe Masters event, moved to Butler House hotel ftiben
rhistoric Kilkenny Castle where it was held in 2066asted

‘frege grandmasters, Alex Baburin, Mark Hebden dmd t
wptandf the show world number nine Michael Adamd an
four IMs in Mark Heidenfeld, Gawain Jones, Mark @nmd
Austrian Valeri Atlas. Also playing were Valeri'svin
brother Dimitry and young local player Karl McPgl.

d&e first round was remarkable only for the laclsofprise
results. The top seven seeds all won, with thetleigind
ninth seeds availing of travelling byes. Baburiratkees
De Kruif after the Dutchman chose too-adventurouaro
yopening as seen here.

De Kruif,K - Baburin,A [A0Q]
Kilkenny Masters (1), 24.11.2006
Notes by Alexander Baburimvw.chesstoday.net

1.b4 e5 2.Bb2 Bxb4 3.Bxe5 Nf6 (D)

Eh_%_\!ﬂié/ E
41411 111

e W
A

to the LCU's leagues as well, forming a connection v /7(//
between the school club and the adult club (whics/w //&é ,g 7&
Dundrum Chess club until about 15 years ago — his 4 &y
influence no doubt helped that move) which survit@s 5.0 J H
this day. It's often struck me that the number dﬁha4 Nc3

players in this country is very low compared withet
number of schoolkids who play the game. | thinkt e
reason is a lack of people like Frank Scott, whe hapec
hundreds of young players find their feet in contpet
chess over the years.

Though retired now, Frank remains an active chesshier
He is the same amiable gentleman he's ever beitin
telling tales of his time in the merchant navy (ice saw
him walking dead straight along the deck of a hagghip,
everyone aroung him staggering from wall to wadt)ll a
big football fan, and still able to silence a rodufi of
noisy kids with a single word, before showing theome
king and pawn endgames. Long may it continue.

Y don't like this move - now the bishop will not bble to
return to b2. However, it contains a positionale#ir -
5.Bxf6 and 6.Nd5.

4...c6

I made this move very reluctantly, as |, of counsanted

to gain a tempo with 4...Nc6 5.Bxf6 Qxf6 6.Nd5 Qe5
;73dxb4 Nxb4 8.Rb1 a5 9.Rb3 0-0 10.Nf3 Qf6 11.c3 Nc6
12.g3 de Kruif-Thurlow, Cobo Bay 2005.

Only after the game | found 4...Ba5 which is prdipahe
best way to stop Bxf6é and Nd5.

5.Qb1?!

This is a really strange move.

5...Ba5 6.Nd1?? (D)
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One CAN be too original! Here | started to suspibett
White was planning Be5-b2-c1! :-) Perhaps Whiteadry
had to settle for 6.Bd6 Bxc3 7.dxc3 Ned4 8.Qb4 N
9.Qxd6 Qe*

6..Bxd2+! 7.Kxd2 Qa5+ 8.Bc3 Ned+ 9.Kd3 Qd5-

10.Ke3 (D)

EAS %
xx/z/a?
g 2 }é/

7
b /%

N A E AR
g@/s/gzg

After 10.Bd4 c5 11.e3 cxd4 12.exd4 Nc6-+ the kimgd3
will be White's only developed piece!

10...0-0! 11.Qb3 Nxc3 12.Qxd5

12.Nxc3 Re8+ 13.Kf4 g5+ 14.Kg4 (14.Kg3 Qd6+! 15.K
Qh6+ 16.Kg3 Qh4+ 17.Kf3 Qf4#) 14...d6+ 15.Kh5 Qf5-
12...Nxd5+ 13.Kd2 Re8 14.e3 d6 (D)

Ehe E <&
xx% /A@g
_ O

15.Nf3 Nd7 16.Bd3 Nc5 17.Nc3 Nxc3 18.Kxc3 h6 19
a5 20.Rhb1 Kf8 21.Nd2 Ke7 22.Ne4 Nxed+ 23.Bxe4d
24.Bf3 Kd6 25.Rb6 Kc7 26.Rabl Ra7 27.Kd4 Bf
28.R6b2 Be4 29.Rg1 b6 30.c4 c5+ 31.Kc3 dxcd 32.K

Bc6 33.Bxc6 Kxc6 34.Rd1 Red+ 35.Kb3 Rba+ 36.Ka3
Rxb2 37.Kxb2 Rd7 38.Rxd7 Kxd7 39.Kc3 Kd6 40.Kc4

Ke5 41.f3 f5 42.h3 h5 43.93 g5 44.Kd3 g4 45.hxgdghx

46.fxg4 fxg4 47.Kd2 Ked 0-1

The big clashes started in round two with impressikaws

by Mark Heidenfeld against top seed Michael Adams
(which he has kindly annotated for us below), Dinit
Atlas against second seed Mark Hebden and RorymQuin
against third seed Alex Baburin. Valeri Atlas andwain
Jones were the only players to make to 2/2, beakihm
White and Tom Healy respectively.

Adams, M. (2735) - Heidenfeld, M. (2371)
Kilkenny Masters (2), 25.11.2006
Notes by Mark Heidenfeld

What an opportunity, the dream of any earthly wdftksr,

to play the world number 9 in a serious game. Buatwo

play against someone so strong and experienced?

l.ed e5

More often | play the French, however, | thoughtvituld

be sensible to offer to play something very sharghsas

the Marshall Attack. And although my opponent would

certainly know more opening theory, it was likehat he
uld deviate into some sideline as to avoid bédamgpted

nto revealing some of the secrets, which he mayeha

prepared for some of his world class compatriots.

2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 a6 4.Ba4 Nf6 5.0-0 Be7 6.Rel b5

7.Bb3 0-0

Inviting to the Marshall Attack, which arises aft@r c3

d5!?. However, Michael likes to play this with Bkac

8.d4 (D)
E / LW R

~ xgg@;

x/a//m/%

""Be

/ﬁ/ﬁéé//
/&/ %/ /

ey /g

a4
ds .
w7

Xxc4 7
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So, there it is. An unusual anti-Marshall, whidhald never
seen before. More common are 8. h3 or 8. a4 or38. d
8...Nxd4

7 Y 7
A more frequent response leading to a more conmpéene /% g %7 » ////‘
is 8....d6. a #AV/% 7

9.Nxd4 exd4 10.e5 Ne8 11.c3!?
An interesting pawn sacrifice justified by Whitesdtack
after the most common 11... dxc3 12. Nxc3 Bb7 14 Qr
13. Qh5
11...d6 12.Qf3 Be6 13.cxd4 Bxb3 14.axb3 dxe5 155lxe
c5t
The plan is to consolidate after Nc7 and Ne6. Hanev
with the half open a-file, the limiting pawn on emd the
active pieces, White has a persistent advantage.

16.Rd1 Qc8 17.Nc3 Nc7 18.Qc6 Ne6 19.Nd5 Bheith f5 (followed by g4 if necessary) and Bh6.
20.0Qxc8 Rfxc8 (D) 29.b4

4 1 B ;@ 331?&%@%@%35.’?534 Rc2+ 31.Kf3 Rxb2 32.Rd3 f5=
/
. A 4 S B

x/ A / BB R
BAENA \EXE W
%7%7%7@ %?%%7

By % 8

. W W
AN\
Y

R

\
-
\\

White’s advantage is undisputed, but | was quiteplgato / / /
have survived the opening. The queens have been

exchanged and the position has been significanilis forces Black’s knight into a passive positidnwill
simplified. The strong position of the white rodkas beentake Black a few moves to reactivate the knight.
compensated to some extent by the doubled b-padthan30...c4 31.Rd8+ Kg7

strong central knight on e6. To prevent the mating net mentioned above, Bladk wi
21.Be3 need to play h5 sooner or later. 31... Kf7 allo®sf8 and
21.Nb6 Rd8 22.Be3 Rxd1+ 23.Rxd1 Rd8 after 32... h5 33. Rh8 would be unpleasant.

21...Bd8 32.f5

Better is the immediate 21...Rc6 protecting a6 keeping threatening Rd7+ and Bhe6.

the option to disturb the central knight on d5 by7N 32...h5 33.Rd7+ Kg8 34.Bh6 a5 (D)
22.f4 Rc6

preparing to answer 23. f5 with 23... Nc7. 22...dig not / / /
appeal to me as after 23. g4 the g-file will ultigig be

opened. With the bishop on d8 and the uncoordinalisck // /% / //
rooks on the queen side, this seemed quite unpieasa 7 i
23.Kf2 5 / 2 / ‘ 2

‘Brutally' preventing a white f5. However after the ‘/ ‘ / / ﬁ/ ‘
h f the white knight inst Black’s bishafhit 7 7
§t>|(I(I: rr?gi%(:a(i)ns s%%velaedvglr?tagzgams AeKs PRI /&é‘/ // /

24.exf6 Bxf6 25.Nxf6+ gxf6 26.Rd7?! (D)
Surprisingly, this natural looking move gives avemyne of /m// / /
White's advantage, as it allows Black to exchange of ﬁ @ ﬁ ﬁ

his passive rooks against one of White's activekso@6. / / /
g4 gaining further space on the king side wouldehlagen

better. Black needs to free his knight immediately. Witlovel
26...Rd8 27.Radl Rxd7 28.Rxd7 Nd4 passive play (e.g. Nal), White has a few ideas @sh

Black needs to hurry to gain some counterplay a® @7+ followed by Rg6, Bg7(+) and Rxf6 or Bxf6. An
queen side, as White was threatening to set uptiagnaet

Page 19




The Irish Chess Journal

alternative plan for White is demonstrated in theng.
35.bxa5 Nc5

An attempt to break free from passive defence and 7

complicate matters. Objectively, White has a large = //E/ﬁj\
advantage but chooses the wrong plan. | didn't tie / /’/ 7
passive 35... Ra6 and 35... Nxa5 is followed by R@5 %7 /%/ i ///
Rb6 37. Be3 Rb7 38. Bd4 winning a pawn. ‘ /%m ‘ ‘/ 7‘
36.Rg7+ Kh8 37.Kg3? i1t; / o
The idea is to mate Black by Kh4, Kxh5, Kg6, RhBg7, % /j / %
and Rh8 mate. 37. Ra7 would have secured the White / 7
advantage. Both 37... b4 and 37... Nd3+ lead trésting /7
lines, which ultimately seem to be good for White. // g
37...b4 38.Kh4 c3 39.bxc3 b3! (D) ,/ ‘%

%@ﬂ%%/@dg
v -

s
A %/;///

IV:B
o B
.

The move that Michael had probably overlooked wh
playing 37. Kg3. White is now forced to settle

perpetual check as otherwise Black has the advantag

40.Kxh5

40.Re7 b2 41.Rel Nd3 42.Rb1l Ra6 43.Kxh5 Kh7 44
Rxa5—+ winning the white rook.

40...b2 41.Kg6 b1Q 42.Rh7+ Kg8 43.Rg7+

43.Bg7 of course now loses to 43...Qxf5+ followeg
44.. Kxh7.

43..Kh8 %

The third round saw Adams get back on track withim
against local man Karl McPhillips in a difficult ok
endgame while Valeri Atlas continued his 100% stétih
a win over Gawain Jones on board 1. Hebden andriBg
drew as did Heidenfeld and Mark Orr while Dimitrylas
beat Rory Quinn to move into contention on 2%4/3.

Valeri Atlas’ winning run came to an end in roundviden

he was beaten by top seed, Michael Adams (gamevje [d

bringing Adams into the lead on 3%/4. His brothéniry
drew with Alex Baburin to move to 3/4. Of the othep

players, Mark Hebden, Mark Heidenfeld and Gawaimedo

all won against Mark Orr, Andrew Mendelson and Ma
Goban respectively, moving the three titled player3/4.

Adams,M - Atlas,V [B81]
Kilkenny Masters Kilkenny IRL (4), 2006

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 e6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 d6 6t
7.h3 Nc6 8.Be3 g5 9.Qd2 Ne5 10.0-0-0 a6 11.f4 g
12.Bxf4 Bd7 13.Be2 Qc7 14.Rhfl Ng8 15.Bg3 0-(
16.Nf3 f6 17.Kb1l Rh7 18.Qe3 Be7 19.Rd4 Rf7 20.Rf

Bc6 21.a4 Kb8 22.Bc4 Bd7 23.Bb3 Rff8 24.Bf2 Qc5
25.Qe2 Qa5 26.Nd2 b5 27.Ba2 Nc6 (D)

@/ﬁ/ ]

28.Nb3 Nxd4 29.Rxd4 Qc7 30.axb5 axb5 31.Nxb5 Qb7
32.Rb4 d5 33.Nc5 Bxc5 34.Bxc5 Bc8 35.Nd4
1-0

The top two seeds finally met in round 5, Adams3bt/4
and Hebden on 3. With Jones, Heidenfeld, Valeri and
Dimitry Atlas and local man John White all on 3ghaell,

the loser of the top match would find it diffictét get back
into the tournament. In a surprise result, Hebdeat ibhe
world number 9 to move into the lead. In the ottay
games, the Atlas brothers drew with each otheryas
mllqht expect from identical twins!, Heidenfeld bé&shite
and Jones drew with Baburin (Baburin's fourth draawv
P ive games).

Mark Hebdon GM Photo: Uncredited

Jfgebden,M - Adams,M [A46]
Kilkenny Masters Kilkenny IRL (5), 2006
Notes by Alexander Baburimvw.chesstoday.net

d4 Nf6é 2.Nf3 e6 3.c3 ¢5 4.Bg5 h6 5.Bxf6 Qxf6 6/dd6

.d5 Neb

7...exd5 8.exd5 Ne5 9.Nxe5 Qxe5+ 10.Be2 Bd6 11.Ma3
0 12.Nc4 Qf6 13.0-0 b5 14.Nxd6 Qxd6 15.Bxb5 Rb8
16.Qd3 a6 17.Bc4 Rxb2 18.Rabl Rxb1l 19.Rxbl Re8320.g
g6 21.a4 Kg7 22.h4 h5 23.a5 Qc7 24.d6 Qxab 25.9f3 f
26.Qd5 Rf8 27.Qe5+ Kh6 28.Qf4+ 1-0 Hebden-Grantt Po
Hfn 2002.

DgBe2 Nxf3+

d...exd5 9.Qxd5 Bd6 10.Na3 Nxf3+ 11.Bxf3 0-0 12.Nc4

A
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Be7 13.e5 Qe6 14.0-0 Rb8 15.a4 b6 16.Rfd1+ Hebden-

Miezis, Cork 2005.
9.Bxf3 (D)

9...exd5?!

This move leaves Black with serious structural peots -

.
.

%7 %

¢
Vi, K
il Wiy

77 %7

i

Heidenfeld,M - Hebden,M [C68]
Kilkenny Masters Kilkenny IRL (6), 2006
Notes by Gerry Graham

he will wish that he left his pawn on c7! 9...e5.daD g6 1.e4 €5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 a6 4.Bxc6 dxc6 5.0-0 Bd646.
11.Na3 d6 12.Be2 h5 13.Bb5+ Ke7 14.a5 Qh4 15.QexX84 7.Qxd4 f6 8.Be3 Ne7 9.Nbd2 Be6 10.Radl Ng6
16.Bd3 Qg5 17.f3 Bh6 18.Nc4 k4V.Milov-Macieja, 11.Nc4 Bxc4 12.Qxc4 Qe7 13.b4 0-0-0 14.Bc5 Rhe8

Batumi 2002.

10.0xd5 Qe6 11.Qd3 Be7 12.0-0 0-0 13.Nd2 b5

n13...d6

15.Bxd6 Rxd6 16.Rxd6 cxd6 17.Nd2 Nf4 18.a3 Qeb5
19.93 Ne6 20.c3 Nc7 21.Qd3 d5 22.exd5 Qxd5 23.Qxd5
Nxd5 24.c4 Nb6 25.c5 Rd8 26.Ne4 Nc4 27.Rcl Nxa3

14.Rfel Rb8 15.e5 c4 16.Qd4 Qb6 17.Qxb6 Rxb6 (D) 28.Nd6+ Kc7 29.Rel Nc2 30.Re7+ Rd7 (D)

s

2 /H/-

TR /
//
/t/ é/%//

Z Z
g/ // 622 1
—

18.a4! a6 19.axb5 axb5 20.Ra7 Re8 21.Bd5
Perhaps White should have played 21.Kf1

21...Bc5
21...Bd6 22.f4 Bb8

22.Ra8 Ra6 23.Rxa6 Bxa6 24.Kfl b4 25.Ne4!

26.Nd6! Bxd6 27.exd6 Rb8
27...Rxel+ 28.Kxel
28.Re7 Bb5 29.Bxf7+ Kh7 (D)

//m// /é

31.Re8 Rxd6 32.cxd6+ Kxd6 33.R98 g6 34.Rg7 b5
35.Rxh7 Nxb4 36.h4 c5 37.Kfl Nc6 38.g4 a5 39.Rb7 b4
40.h5 gxh5 41.gxh5 a4 42.h6 a3 43.h7 a2 44.h8Q alQ+
45.Kg2 Qe5 46.Qc8 Qd5+ 47.f3 Qe6 48.Qf8+ Kd5

Bf9.Rf7 Qe2+ 50.Kg3 Qe5+ 51.Kg2 Qg5+ 52.Kf2 Nd4

53.Rxf6 Kc4 54.Rf4 Kc3 55.Qd6 b3 56.Re4?

56.Qc7

56...b2 57.Rel Qd2+ 58.Kf1 Qxel+ 0-1

30.h4! h5 31.Be8 Rb7 32.Ke2 Bc6 33.Ke3 bxc3 34.bxglow the top board, Adams beat Jones and ValdasAt

Rb1l 35.Bxd7! Rel+ 36.Kd4 Rxe7 37.Bxc6 1-0

beat Mark Orr to finish in joint second place on/@Y:

So heading into the last round, Hebden and Heidtt e Dimitry Atlas’ draw with \(an D_ijk and Baburin’s winver

the way on 4/5, closely followed by Adams, Jones both Andrew Mendelson (leaving him pnbeaten for the veeek
Atlas brothers on 3%, all hoping that a draw on tie apart from a drunken ch_al_lenge |n_the bar on thangy
board would put them in with a chance of victony.the Night!) meant that they joined Heidenfeld on 4/, did

end Hebden won a long game against Heidenfeld &p wH'PrSe package John White, the 22nd seed, who
up the Kilkenny Masters 2007 on a score of 5/6sThithe Performed 280 points above his rating winning tizep

deciding game of the tournament.

for the top untitled Irish player.

The Major section was jointly won by Eddie O’Connor
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Gerry MackElligott and Danny Mallaghan, all on Si6 fact
the three only dropped points to each other
MacElligott beating Mallaghan in round 3, O’Conr
beating MacElligott in round 4 and Mallaghan beg
O’Connor in round 6 to leave the three level a
MackElligott beat top seed Darco Polimac in the tasind.
Polimac had also made it to 4/5 after losing in tinst
round to Terence Fayne. The four grading sectioase
won by John Donoghue (4%/6), Mark Collins (4
Hammad Khonji (3%2/6) and Stephen Roe (3%2/6).

The James Mason section for players rated betw260 {,

and 1600 was won by Colin Menzies of Limerick on/&Y
His only dropped half-point was against second gl
Stephen Stokes of Bray who finished on 5/6. Shalsn
Michael Normoyle finished third on 4%/6. The gray
prizes were won by John Curtis of Inchicore on #&ul
O’Donoghue of Cork on 3%/6, John O’Connor of Cork
4/6 and Gregory Bailey of Rathmines on 4/6. The tn
impressive feat was achieved by David Kiely and rier
Earls who both managed to draw all six of their gam
myself was matching them until round 5 when my aiaiy
opponent gave me a mate in three that | couldsiste

The Challengers section saw such a huge turn ol
players in all) that it couldn't be accommodatedhia Club
House Hotel ballroom as usual and the top sevendb
had to be moved upstairs beside the James Masas
section saw the only 100% finish (aside from the sa&rial
drawers above) as Brendan Mulvey from the Universit
Limerick won with a perfect 6/6. Five players finéd in
joint second on 5/6: Eoin McSweeney, Bernard Wa
Andrew O’Donoghue, Edward Doyle and Fergal Ke
There were also seven grading sections, won by
Deane, David Finan, John McKenna, John Gor
Brendan Cuffe, Juhua Lili and Stephen Timoney.

Prize Winners

Masters: 1stMark Hebden, GM (England), 2nd - 3rd/lichael
Adams, GM (England),Valeri Atlas IM (Austria, but originally
Russia). Best untitled Irish playelohn White, Kilkenny.

Major: 1st - 3rd Eddie O' Connor (Dublin), Gerard

MacElligott (Dublin), Danny Mallaghan (Belfast). Grading

sections: top:John Donoghue (Cork); 2nd: Mark Collins
(Dublin); 3rd:Hammad Khoniji; 4th: Stephen Roe

James Mason: 1st Colin Menzies (Limerick), 2nd Stephen
Stokes (Bray), 3rd Michael Normoyle (Shannon). Gradin
sections: topJohn Curtis (Inchicore); 2ndPaul O' Donoghue
(Cork); 3rd: John O' Connor (Cork); 4th: Gregory Baily
(Rathmines).

Challengers: 1st Brendan Mulvey (Limerick); 2nd - 6thEoin
McSweeney(Cork); Bernard Walsh (Dungarvan) Andrew O'
Donoghue (Cork), Edward Doyle (Royal Lopez)Fergal Kelly
(Thurles). Grading sections: topony Deane(Ballinasloe); 2nd
David Finnan, 3rd: John McKenna (Ballinasloe); 4th:John
Gordon (Dungarvan); 5thBrendan Cuffe (St. Benildus); 6th
Juhua Lili (University of Limerick); 7th:Stephen Timmoney
(Dublin).

More information
Cross-tables www.icu.ie

Leagues Roundup

with

or

tiunster

fidiere was some drama in Division 1 when Charleville

withdrew and Cork B, relegated last season, weferext

the opportunity to contest the spot with Divisionu&ners-

Wwp Shannon. However, this match never took plaae an

ﬁprk B regained premier status. Back on the chessho
ouglas have edged ahead of champions Ennis A

following the first five rounds, with 16.5 points 15.5.

owever, there are nine more rounds to go in toiséd

and away series, and both sides have yet to mediese

A3 all to play for. Trailing five points back aref& A, with

@Arsfield, who have played one match fewer, on 9.5

'Boints.

pt the bottom of the table only 1.5 points separate
rggerick A, Cork B and CCYMS, but Limerick look tme

in the more vulnerable position having completes si
rounds. Cork B also surprised their more fanciedkGbo
colleagues by snatching a draw in their game, dad a
defeated CCYMS.

tQaly one result has been reported in Division 2lfdvid

edging Dungarvan A 5-0, while Division 3 has s€&zmk
da defeating Cork D 3.5-1.5. The latter also plagetbuble
maich against Dungarvan B and C, winning 3.5-1cb44
respectively. However, the withdrawal of Adare Hist
division has thrown a spanner in the works as theeeso
few teams in the section. The late start in thesisidns
/Aigans teams have a lot of catching up to do.

Beinster

TIPéB{gue campaigns across Leinster are reaching
Hsiness end with the half way point reached shbsdfore
Christmas. There’s a familiar face atop the Armagravith
reigning champions Rathmines 2% points clear ddther
unfamiliar face, St Benildus. Benildus, who haveerbe
avoided relegation on the last day in two of th& three
years, have lost Simon Jeffares, Dave Willow anth Sa
Osborne for the year to the pressures of study,hbue
really put it up to Rathmines. Indeed, when thesidhet in
the last round before Christmas, Benildus went 2up%o
take over leadership of the table before ultimakedyng 5-

3 when the remaining five games were played.

the

9t the other end of the table, albeit with gamekand, are
Kilkenny, now shorn of three of last year's dreagan,
and a 3%-4% defeat to Rathmines A together with4a 4
draw with Rathmines B were a blow to their hopes of
European qualification for next year.

.There is a bit of a gap in standard throughoutl¢iague,
"however, as evidenced by a series of results whate
.seen Kilkenny beat Trinity 6%2-1%2, Trinity beat Bréys-Y2
‘and Bray beat Drogheda 6Y%-1%:. Curiously, thirdgdac
EIm Mount hammered fourth placed Dublin 7-1.

Results are in short supply in the Heidenfeld, wher
Rathmines A are well-placed for a promotion whichuld
see an almost unprecedented three Rathmines teatms i
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Armstrong. (Elm Mount did have a C team in
Heidenfeld a few years back, who were summ
hammered). Rathmines have benefitted from abso
Jobstown’s Heidenfeld team to make what was alr¢ael
biggest club in the country even bigger. Rathmile
however, are looking over their shoulders at tlegpdo th

Ennis which, coupled with the precarious positioh80

Rathmines' Armstrong B, could make three le
movements for the club come May. The possibilit
Rathmines replacing Rathmines in the Armstron
intriguing — as you can't be placed lower than
rated 150 points lower than you, the players whm
promotion from the Heidenfeld quite possibly woutdre
eligible to take up their place in the Armstrongpiler those
who were relegated would gain a reprieve!

Phibsboro currently lead the way in both the Heieleh
and the Ennis, although in the Ennis, EIm Mountothave
a game in hand and will be rueing a 4-2 loss to iéeam
at the start of the season. Regular readers ofctilismn
will recall that last season saw B teams come aubp in
almost all league ties against their A teams; hanethe
aberration in the Ennis is this year's only examepfeit
happening this year. St Benildus are mid-table itesp
strong team — not that it's John Healy's (1% fropfault
or anything!®

Further down the ranks, it's a tough season for Hlount
as they prop up the O’Hanlon and BA divisions. Kitky
look set to storm the eleven-team O’Hanlon — ttpeiats

Baburin,A - O Cinnéide,M [E32]
lynstrong (2), 01.10.2005
biates by Mel O Cinnéide

1.d4 e6 2.c4 Nf6é 3.Nc3 Bb4 4.Qc2 0-0 5.a3 Bxc3+
6.Qxc3 b5!? 7.cxb5 c6 8.Bg5
Alex opts for the solid option of returning the paw
...Cxb5 9.e3 Bb7 10.Nf3 a6 11.Bd3 d6 12.e4?!
committal
12...Nbd7
12°..h6? 13.Bxf6 Qxf6 14.Qc7 Bcb 15.Qxd6+
13.Qc2

3 0-0? Bxe4!

13...h6
Black has a fine game here.
14.Bh4 Qa5+! 15.Qd2 (D)

clear with a whole match in hand as their superbtryoAﬂer 15.04 Qb6 16.0-0 Rfc8 17.0e2 Rc3 Black has an

development programme continues to reap its rewat

)

Sy game.

while Elm Mount’'s BA team are in the possibly um’aqHS baf

position of being on negative points six gamesWsith a
top board rated 950, they have struggled from fheaad
the only individual game in which they didn’t losex draw

garnered against DUn Laoghaire on the opening dags-

offset by being docked a point due to forfeitinggame
and a 4% - -% resulted, with whitewashes acros®diaed
in the remainder of their games. A last day claghirest
Dublin — averaging less than a point a game themsel is
likely to be no more than a chance for consolattrboth
teams.

No results to hand in the Bodley bar what I've gaed
from my role as non-playing captain of the Benildeam,
but if anyone stops Naomh Barrog, I'd be surprid&th a
lowest rated player of 1075, they appear far toonsf for
any of the other teams, which often comprise ya

I am very happy to have found this move! White seémn
about to get a steady game after 15...Qxd2+ 16.Nxd2
Instead Black put a pawn en prise and lets it baed it to
his queen! The point is of course that White's wfphangs
and there is no satisfactory way of defending it.

16.Bg3 e5?!

Better was to sac a pawn with 16...Nxe4 17.Bxe44Bxe
18.Bxd6 Rfc8 19.Bxb4 Qdd when White is under
unpleasant pressure.

17.dxe5 Nxe5

Also possible was 17...Nxe4 18.Bxe4 Bxe4 when Black
doing fine, regardless of how White captures on d6.
18.Bxe5

The safest option. 18.Nxe5? dxe5 19.f3 looks sdiid, |
tnagl a hunch that White's position was a bit tocsdod\fter

inexperienced players or those just starting phayine game, Fritz confirmed 19...Rad8 20.Rd1 Nxe4ixa%

competitive chess. Still,
promotion spot to chase!

there’'s always the sec

Now, we've a couple of games for you, both from the
Armstrong Cup, though both are from previous sesson
First up, Mel O Cinnéide's win over Alexander Babuin
last year's league.

2 Seelastissue’'s ICJ! — KB
3 That's 3 from 6 thank you! — JH

Bxae4 22.axb4 Qa4 23.Qe2 Qxb4d+ 24.Kf1 @b3

18...dxe5 19.Qxb4 Qxb4+ 20.axb4 Bxe4?!

20...Nxe4! 21.0-0 Nxf2! | missed this. 22.Kxf2 ed.;%el
exd3 24.Nxd3

21.Bxe4 Nxe4 22.0-0 %23.Rfel Ng5 24.Nxg5
Accompanied by a draw offer. | didn't feel | had/ @meat
winning chances, but what chances are there are, raimd
sometimes you just have to play on to see. Integgdgt
Alex commented afterwards that he considered afigwi
me to capture of f3 and double his pawns, relyingttee
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probable resulting 4v3 R+P ending to be an easw
(apparently the pawns are better doubled in this)ca
24...hxg5 25.Recl Rfd8

or 25...Rfb8 26.Rc4 Rb6 27.Kfl

26.93 Rd2 27.b5 Rxb2 28.Rxa6 Rxa6

28...Rb8 29.Rc7 R2xb5 30.Raa7

29.bxa6 Ra2 30.Rc6= g4 31.Rc4 f5

A dubious plan, but | still felt (wrongly) that lad some

chances. My note to move 37 explains the mate |
dreaming of.

32.Rc6 Kh7 33.Kg2 f4 34.gxf4 exf4 35.Rc4 g5

35...g3 forced an immediate draw.

36.Rc7+ Kg6 37.a7 Ra3

To explain why | was playing for a win, my originallan
here was to play 37...Ral threatening the nasty a3
Rgl mate. However, | had overlooked the forced &8
when | have to bale out with 38...g3!= 39.fxg3 Rz
40.Kf3 Ra3+=
38.Kfl Ra2 39.Kel Kf5 40.Re7 Kf6 41.Rb7 Ke
42 Re7+ Kf5 43.Kd1 Kf6 12—V

Oliver Dunne send us the following game from a f@ars
ago, which he describes as his best game (so far).

Dunne,Oliver (1812) -Casey,Eoghan (1777) [A00]
Armstrong Cup 1999-2000

(Elm Mount v Gonzaga, Rd.7, Bd.4)

Notes by Oliver Dunne

My young opponent, whom | had played a numberrmés§
before, sits back with a look of aristocratic disdaot yet
justified by the position.
1.b4 e5 2.Bb2 d6 3.d3 f5 4.Nd2 Nf6 5.93 c6 6.a3 E
7.Bg2 Qc7

He plays the first few moves quickly to show henist
impressed by my Sokolsky (otherwise known as then@
Utan) Opening.

8.c4 Be6 9.Ngf3 Nfd7

This looks odd.

10.h4 Na6 11.Rc1 Bf6

Still moving quickly. Perhaps he feels the timeeshwill
be useful in a later endgame? (But in the Irishgues
games are adjourned and the opponents only mekt tag
play out their computer analysis.)

12.Ng5 Bg8 13.e4 g6 14.exf5 gxf5

Now Black's king is forced to stay in the centre.
15.Qh5+ Ke7 16.0-0 h6 17.Nh3 Be6

It seems White has been driven back.

18.Rfel Rag8 19.d4 f4 (D)

Arm outstretched, Black plays with a flourish. Hesames
victory is not far off.

20.Nxf4

Oh, that's a surprise. Well, Black can take it. Mhe
winning.

20...exf4 21.Rxe6+

Surely White can't do that?, My opponent bendsbhisk
and brings his eyes closer to the board.

21...Kxe6 22.Rel+ Neb 23.dxe5 dxe5 24.Bh3+ Ke7
Black sits back again. What can White do? Has atvbl
over? When you start a combination, you can't sedl.i

dra

n}

was

e ]

You have to trust a move will be there.
76.Qf5

aPdgical, but hard to find.

25...Bg7 26.Bxe5

3Vhite has 30 minutes left, Black now has 11. My apgnt
leans right over the board. Face a little red. Gitsban't
be. It's mate in 3 or lose everythind.-0

Galway Winter League

The 2006/2007 Galway Winter League is now at the 4t
round stage. This ICU-rated competition is run b t
Galway Chess Club on every™ 3Thursday between
November and March at the Galway Chess Club at the
Bridge Centre, St Mary's Road, Galway.

There are 24 players entered in this, theuning of the
main competition in Connaught during the winter then
yLhe competition now attracts several entries frdme t
active Ballinasloe club as well as great suppastysual)
from Westport and perhaps should now be called the
"Connaught Winter League"! Indeed, John McKennanfro
the Ballinasloe club has now taken over as guardfahe
GWL draw so thanks are due to John for helping out.

In terms of how the competiton is going, defending
champion Marek Goban has again started strongly and
shares the lead on 3/3 with Paul Ward and Hashem
Mehrjoo. The major surprise so far is that Pete ridey
@lub champion in 2005 and runner-up last year leagib
sluggishly, losing to Paul Ward and drawing withreba
Cormican. Sarah who performed well for Ireland dgrihe
summer is improving rapidly and is now a dangealtof
those above her current 1258 rating! The Galwayt&Yin
League has 4 rounds to go, to be played betweerl&eb
and Mar 29th. You can view the results of each doas
>they are updated amww.galwaychess.net

More information:

The current Leinster league tables are availalum footh
of the following sites:

http://www.chessleague.néPPeter Scott)
http://www.leinsterchess.cothCU official site)

More information on the Galway Winter League can be
found on Galway Chess Club's homepage:
www.galwaychess.net
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Galway Congress

1l
Alexander Baburin receives his prize for first gamn the Galway
Congress

Ronan Duke

The 2006 Galway Congress which was held on
weekend of September 29to October T was

sponsored this year by Hewlett Packard, Galway (zam

an overall prize fund of over €4000. The tournameas

once again played in relatively relaxed mood withng

competitors remarking positively on comforta

surroundings of the Corrib Great Southern, where §

congress has been based for the last several years.

In the Minor section which was again the larg
competition, we saw a great performance from Ken
Dillon of Ballinasloe who won all of his games. Taéhas
been a lot of enthusiasm in the Ballinasloe chéds for
the past few years so it's great to see them maki
breakthrough. Fintan Hegarty from NUI Galway
runner-up with 5.5/6 — a score that would have warst
tournaments: Fintan drew his third game and soadissit
on a chance to play Kenneth. Tom Monahan from Ba
who won his first 5 games, ended up in joint 3rdh
Jonathan Kiely who won his last 5 games! As
Campion, Robert McKenna, Ivan Baburin (!) and
Ferrer won grading prizes.

The Major section was won by Raino Soikkeli —
winning his first 5 games, Raino was offered a diawhe
last game and wrapped up the title early with Rotéhite
runner up on 5/6 and Michael Burniston and RO
Sweeney tying for 3rd on 4.5/6. Grading prizes weriat
McCarrick and James Osborne.

This year, we tried the experiment of amalgamatimg
over-1600’s into the Masters section and to ru
“tournament within a tournament” for the playergerh
1600-2000.

In the top section, there was a record 64 playeith
ratings of 1600 and over and this ended up in aay-te
on 5/6 between Alex Baburin, Yury Rochev, K
McPhillips and Alex Lopez (who was also presentéth
his FIDE title certificate during the prize-givinght the

Photo: Uncredit E

start of the final day, only Gawain Jones and Aleyez
were on full points but after they agreed a quichwd the
field tightened up and Gawain lost his last roundtah

| against Alex Baburin (see below) to fall out of filacings
| altogether. Yury Rochev seemed to have a slightsidge
| on Alex Lopez throughout their final game on boardut

the game ended up in a a drawn knight and pawnasnelg

@l So, after being 9 minutes away from a time defaulound
M 1. Alex Baburin ended up taking the title on alireak!

| There were also significant prizes on offer for thest

performances in the Masters section for playerex2000
and this one went right down to the wire. With atall

the matches completed, it looked like this was gama 5
way tie for first on 4/6 between Robert Stuart, dav
Murray, Pete Morriss, Stephen Moran and Ryan-Rhys
Griffiths. However, right at the death, Mark McGowe
won his last match to reach 4.5/6 and take 1steplwith

the others tying for joint second. Grading prizesntto
*Barry Walls, Rory Delaney and Zaidan Zulkilpi.

Tike Galway Chess Club website has the full croskesa
and standings list.

-

] a5 o
ormer ICU President Eamonn Pitts (left) in actionGalway.
Photo: Uncredited

IF
i
Yelected Games

Baburin,A (2541) - Pilkiewicz,N [E62]

Galway Chess Congress, Galway IRL (1), 29.09.2006
figbtes by Alexander Baburimnvw.chesstoday.net

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nf3 Bg7 4.g3 0-0 5.Bg2 d6 6.0i6
MeRc3 Bd7

This move is, of course, possible, but | think st less
flexible than 7...a6.

8.d5 Na5 9.Qd3

By | like to try develop the queen to d3 once iwtale.
,9.b3 ¢5 10.Bb2 a6 11.Nd2 b5 12.Qc2 Rb8 13.Rael bxc4
14.bxc4 e5 15.Nd1 Nh5 16.e4 f5 17.f3 Bh6 18.Bc3 Nb7
19.Nf2 Qc7 20.exf5 gxf5 21.Bh3 Ng7 22.Nd3 Rbe8 23.f
¥4 24.Nb2 Nh5 25.Nd1 Bg7 26.Ne3 Bc8 27.Qb2 Re7
28.Rf2 Bxc3 29.Qxc3 Rg7 30.Ndfl Nd8 31.Rbl Rg6
@P.Ng2 Ng7 33.Nh4 Rgf6 34.Ne3 R6f7 35.Rfb2 Bb7
V86.Rb6 Bc8 37.R1b3 Bb7 38.Qb2 Bc8 39.Kf2 Qd7 40.Rb8
Qc7 41.Ra8 Bb7 42.Ra7 Qa5 43.Rb6 Bc8 44.Rxf7 Nxf7
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45.Ke2 Ne5 46.fxe5 f4 47.Rb8 Bxh3 48.Rxf8+ K

xMotes by Alexander Baburimvw.chesstoday.net

49.gxf4 Qd8 50.Nhg2 Qe8 51.e6 Qh5+ 52.Kel Bxg2
53.Qxg2 Qh6 54.Qg5 Qg6 55.h4 Ke8 56.f5 Qh5 57.Q4g¥4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nf3 Bg7 4.g3 c5 5.Bg2 0-0 6.6xd4

Qxh4+ 58.Ke2 Qh5+ 59.Ng4 1-0
Bannik,A/Moscow 1961/URS-ch (59).
The more common move is 9.Nd2

9...c5 10.e4 Rb8?!

Furman,®Nxd4 Nc6 8.Nc3 d6

8...Nxd4 The line 9.Qxd4 d6 10.Qd3 gives White some
edge, so many players are tempted by this pawifisact
don't think that it is sound, though Black might geme

The first step in the wrong direction. Better is.X5b for play.
example: 11.dxe6 Bxe6 12.b3 Nc6 13.Bb2 Ng4 14.Radxc6 bxc6 10.Bxc6 Rb8
Qa5 15.Qc2 Nge5 16.Nxe5 Nd4 17.Nc6 bxc6 18.Qd2 Rfb@hce faced 10..Bh3 That game was rather curious:
19.Bal Bh3 20.Khl Bxg2+ 21.Kxg2 Re8 22.Rfel REBBxa8 Qxa8 12.f3 Bxfl 13.Kxfl Rc8 14.Qd3 Rc5
23.h4 h5 24.Qd3 Rae8 25.Na4 Qa6 26.Bc3 R8e7 27 EslBe3 Rh5 16.Bgl Qc8 17.Rd1 Qh3+ 18.Kel Bh6
Re8 28.Bc3 R8e7 29.Rbl Re8 30.Rbdl - S.GuliE®-Qd4 Qg2 20.Qf2 Qhl 21.Kfll+- Bg7 22.Qg2 Qxg2+
|.Zaitsev, Moscow 1995. 23.Kxg2 Nd7 24.Bd4 Bxd4 25.Rxd4 Rc5 26.b3 Nb6
If Black wanted to prepare ...b5, he should haweted 27.Kf2 a5 28.Nd5 Nc8 29.Ke3 Kf8 30.Kd2 e6 31.Nc37Ke
with 10...a6 Still, after 11.Rel White's chanceslzetter. | 32.g4 Nb6 33.Ne4 Rc6 34.g5 a4 35.h4 axb3 36.axbB Nd
11.Rb1 b5? 37.Kc3 Nc5 38.b4 Nxed+ 39.Rxe4 Rab6 40.b5 Ra2 41.Kb4
Again, necessary was 11...a6. Then, White mighsiden Kd7 42.Rf4 Ke7 43.b6 Rxe2 44.Kb5 1-0 Baburin,A-
12.b4 cxb4 13.Rxb4 Manca,F/Cappelle la Grande 1993/TD (44)
12.cxb5 c4? 13.Qe2 Bxb5? (D) 11.Bg2

7 This is the most common move. White can also trfQatt
for example: 11...Bh3 12.Bg2 Bxg2 13.Kxg2 Qd7 14.Rb
Qxa4 15.Nxad4 Rfc8 16.c5 dxc5 17.Be3 c4 18.Bxa7 Rb4
19.Nc3 e6 20.Bd4 Nd5 21.Bxg7 Kxg7 22.Rfcl Nxc3
23.Rxc3 Rcb8 24.Rc2 g5 25.a3 Rb3 26.Rxc4 Rxb2

7 27.Rxb2 Rxb2 28.e3 Ra2 29.Ra4 h5 30.h3 f5 31.RaB+ K
% 32.Ra8 g4 33.hxg4 hxg4 34.a4 Ral 35.a5 Ke5 36.@6 Ke
/ 7 37.a7 Ke5 38Kh2 Ke4 39.Kg2 Ke5 - Kramnik,V-
Z

Topalov,V/Monte Carlo 1997/CBM 057 ext (39)
11...Qa5 12.Qc2

| vaguely remembered that usually White tried tevent
the shift of the enemy queen to the kingside byipta
12.Nb5

12...Qh5 (D)

his

/@/ z@@
/’ ECH
At that point my opponent appeared happy about
position, but he missed the following blow:

14.b4!

Now Black is doomed.

14...cxb3

14...Nd7 15.Qc2 Bxc3 16.Qxc3 Nb7 17.Bh6 f6 18.Nd4
15.Nxb5 bxa2 16.Qxa2 Nxe4 17.Nfd4 Bxd4 18.Nx

Rxbl 19.Qxb1l Nc5 20.Bh6 Re8 21.Qal f6 22.Ne6 N
23.dxe6 Nb3 1-0

Rochev,Y - Lopez,A
Galway Masters, Galway IRL (6), 01.10.2006

1.c4 b6 2.d4 Bb7 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.Nf3 e6 5.e3 Be7 6.B8:
7.cxd5 Nxd5 8.0-0 0-0 9.e4 Nb4 10.Be2 c5 11.dxcaX]
12.Rxd1l Bxc5 13.a3 N4c6 14.Bf4 Rd8 15.Rxd8+ N
16.Rd1 Be7 17.Kfl Kf8 18.h4 Ba6 19.Bxb8 Bxe
20.Kxe2 Rxb8 21.Rd7 Rb7 22.Rxb7 Nxb7 23.h5
24.hxg6 hxg6 25.Ne5 Bf6 26.Nd7+ Ke7 27.Nxf6 K
28.f4 g5 29.g3 gxf4 30.gxf4 Ke7 31.b4 Kd7 32.Kd36k
33.Kd4 Nd6 34.a4 a6 35.Ne2 a5 36.bxa5 bxa5 37.
Nb7 38.Nb3 f6 39.e5 f5 40.Kc4 Kb6 41.Kd4 Kcb 42.K
1/2-1/2

Baburin,A - Hoffmann,H [E65]
Galway Chess Congress, Galway IRL (3), 30.09.2006

d4
e6

3
X
XUS.Nd5
2¥¢fithout knights Black won't be able to create sasio
thBeats on the kingside.

XfiB...Nxd5 14.cxd5 Bf5?!

Better was 14...Bh3 or 14...Bg4

W8k4 Rfc8?!

téink that was too much.

16.Qa4 Bg4 17.Qxa7 Be2 18.Rel Bf6

Curiously, Junior 8 (running on a rather average),PC
believes that White is only slightly better here!

Page 26




The Irish Chess Journal

19.a4!

While Black tries to create threats on the kingsidhite
plays his main trump on the opposite wing. Black gat
one pawn back - but not two!

19...Rb3 20.a5 Rc5 21.a6! Bd4 22.Qxe7 Bxf2+

Or 22...Rc2 23.a7 Bxf2+ 24.Kxf2 (24.Khl wins to
24...Bf3+ 25.Kf1

23.Kxf2 Qxh2 (D)

5 B .
. i 1
7 K &/
__Ba

5

//H%/// /// il
0 &2 B

24.Qd8+

This is not the only path to victory, but it is tBhortest
White also wins after 24.Rxe2 Rxg3 25.Kf1 Rxg2 bete
he must find 26.Qd8+ Kg7 27.Bh6+ Kxh6 28.Qg5+!!
24...Kg7 25.Bh6+! Kxh6

25...Qxh6 26.Rxe?2 is also hopeless.

26.Rh1 1-0

Next, we have the top two boards from the finalnh
First, a queen hunt goes astray for Gawain agaiest

Jones,G (2467) - Baburin,A (2544)
Galway Masters, Galway IRL (6), 01.10.2006

1.e4 Nf6 2.e5 Nd5 3.d4 d6 4.c4 Nb6 5.exd6 exd6 &Nc
Nc6 7.Be2 Be7 8.h3 Bf5 9.Be3 0-0 10.b3 Bg5 11.Bxg5
Qxg5 12.g4 Bgb6 13.h4 Qf6 14.Qd2 Nxd4 15.g5 Qe5

16.f4 Qc5 17.b4 Qc6 18.Qxd4 Qxh1 19.0-0-0 Qxh4 2.

Nd7 21.Nd5 Rae8 22.Nxc7 dxc5 23.bxc5 Re4 24.Qd6
Nxc5 25.Qxc5 Qxf4+ 26.Kb2 h6 27.Nb5 hxg5 28.Nc3
Rb4+ 29.Ka3 a5 30.Nd5 Qg3+ 31.Nf3 Re4 32.Ne7+
Rxe7 33.Qxe7 g4 34.Qe5

34.Rd8 Rxd8 35.Qxd8+ Kh7 36.Qh4+ Qxh4 37.Nxh4
34...0h3 35.0Qh2 Re8 36.Qxh3 gxh3 37.Nd4 Be4 38.K
h2

38...Bf3 39.Bxf3 (39.Nxf3 Rxe2+ 40.Kb1l Rf2 41.Nd4)
39...05

0-1

McPhillips,K - Jones,G
Galway Masters, Galway, 30.09.2006

1.d4 e6 2.c4 5 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.e3 d6 5.Bd3 e5 6.Nde2.8-
0 g6 8.b3 Bg7 9.Bb2 Nc6 10.a3 0-0 11.d5 Ne7 124 3
13.axb4 Rxal 14.Qxal g5 15.Bc2 f4 16.Ne4 f3 17.N2g
fxg2 18.Kxg2 Ng6 19.Nxf6+ Qxf6 20.Bxg6 Qxg6 21.Qd
g4 22.Qb1 Qf7 23.Qe4 h5 24.f4 gxf3+ 25.Rxf3 Qxf3+

26.Qxf3 Rxf3 27.Kxf3 e4+ 28.Kxe4 h4 29.Bxg7 hxg3

30.hxg3 Kxg7 31.c5 Kf6 32.cxd6 cxd6 33.Kf4 Bf5 HAl.e

Bg6 35.94 Bh7 36.g5+ Kf7 37.Ke3 Ke7 38.Kd4 Kd7
39.Kd3 Kc7 40.Ke3 Kb6 41.Kd3 Bg6 42.Ke3 Kb5 43.Kd4
Kb6 44.Ke3 Kc7 45.Kd3 Kd8 46.Ke3 Ke8 47.Kd4 Ki8
48.Kd3 Be8 49.Ke3 Bd7 50.Kf3 Kf7 51.Ke3 Kgb 52.Kf4
Bc8 53.e5 Bd7 54.e6 Bb5 55.Kg4 Bc4 56.67 BbS  0-1

0B)aburin,A - Hunt,H
Galway Chess Congress, Galway IRL, 01.10.2006

1.d4 Nf6 2.Nf3 e6 3.Bg5 c5 4.e3 cxd4 5.exd4 b6 8.Bd
Bb7 7.0-0 Be7 8.c4 0-0 9.Nc3 d5 10.Rel Nbd7 11.Qe2
Re8 12.Radl Nf8 13.Ne5 dxc4 14.Bxc4 Nd5 15.Bcl Bb4
16.Rd3 Rc8 17.Rg3 Ng6 18.Rd1 Bxc3 19.bxc3 Qc7
20.Bxd5 Bxd5 21.Qh5 Be4 22.Rel Bf5 23.h4 Red8
24.Qe2 Rd5 25.h5 Nxe5 26.Bf4 Qc4 27.Bxe5 Qxe2
28.Rxe2 g6 29.hxg6 hxg6 30.Rge3 Kf8 31.f3 g5 3BBg8
33.Bf6 Ke8 34.Rb2 Rc4 35.Kf2 Kd7 36.Ke2 Kc6 37.Kd2
b5 38.Re5 and later drawn with both players dowess
than 2 minutes...1/2-1/2

Rochev, Yury - Short, Stephen
Galway Masters, Galway, 30 Sep 2006

1.c4 Nf6 2.Nc3 g6 3.e4 d6 4.d4 Bg7 5.Nf3 0-0 6.B62
7.d5 Nbd7 8.Bg5 h6 9.Bh4 a5 10.Nd2 Nc5 11.0-0 g5
12.Bg3 Nh7 13.Nb3 b6 14.Nxc5 bxc5 15.Bg4 5 16.Bxf5
Bxf5 17.exf5 Rxf5 18.Rel Qf8 19.Ne4 Qf7 20.Rcl h5
21.h3 Nf6 22.f3 Rf8 23.Nxf6+ Qxf6 24.Re4 Qg6 25.Qe2
Bh6 26.Rf1 Kh7 27.Rd1 Rg8 28.Bel a4 29.Ba5 Rg7 (D)

U

\\

x/g/g/ /
%‘/é/g
LJEUEAR
/ 5l B
30.g4 Rf8 31.Kg2 Rgf7 32.Rf1 Kg8 33.Bd2 hxg4 344ixg
Rh7 35.Rh1 Rff7 36.Rh5 Rf8 37.Qd3 Rhf7 38.Rh3 Qf6
39.Qe2 Rh7 40.Qe3 Kf7 41.Qa3 Rfh8 42.Qxa4 Bf8
D23.Qd7+ Be7 44.Rxh7+ Rxh7 45.Qf5 Qxf5 46.gxf5 Rh8

47.a4 Ra8 48.a5 Ra6 49.Re3 c6 50.dxc6 Rxc6 51.RB3 B
52.Rb8 Bc7 53.Rc8 1-0

\\

Thanks to Fiona Cormican, Indy Banerjee, LorcanoOlé
and Martin Power and Hewlett Packard Galway foiirthe
help to make this happen.

|
3

More information:
www.galwaychess.net/Galway Chess club's official site
has full crosstables and standings.
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Braille Chess Association of
Ireland Open Tournament 20(

Sean Loftus

The Braille Chess Association of Ireland bienniglen
tournament took place this year from Friday,™ 1®
Monday, 18 September.

After an absence of eight years we returned to Cibr
home city of our organiser and mentor, Barry O'Bri€he
venue was the Blarney Park Hotel, about 5 milemfthe
city centre.

On this occasion while the number of visiting play
showed a slight increase with 7 travelling from EBnd
and 1 from Sweden, the number of Irish blind arslovi
impaired participants went down from 11 to 5. F@ mos
part it was family and other commitments which lgiatl
about this significant decrease in our numbers. @he
had every intention of participating was our Chainy
Eamonn Casey, but only 2 days before the tournaime
was obliged to withdraw because of illness. Barigri@n,
who had already recruited 4 sighted players froenGQlork
area to bring the number of participants up tovi#s able
to find yet another willing volunteer in Kevin Fgldo
maintain an even number.

The tournament was played over 6 rounds accordinlbet
Swiss system. Round 1 got under way at about ®ckabn
the Friday evening. As usual in this type of ewbsthighe
rated players were paired off against those indier half
of the draw. In all cases the players with the éig
gradings came out on top, but 2 of the Irish pls
Michael Meaney and Shane Hall battled on until €lts
the time control before losing out to their highated
opponents.

In the second round, which took place on the Saiuy
morning, the winners from round 1 were matched nig
here we had the first surprise result of the tomnerat.
Barry Foran from Cork overcame a grading deficisofne
280 points to defeat Les Whittle (England). Goimgo
round 3, which was played in the afternoon, theezew3d
others tying with Barry on full points. These weEenie
McElroy and Philip Doyle (Ireland) and Richard Mhbyp
(England). Ernie and Philip both won their gamed a0,
at the halfway stage of the tournament they shdredead
on 3 points, with Colin Chambers (England) justf e
point behind. In round 4 on the Sunday morning
McElroy-Doyle encounter resulted in a draw. Colion
his game, so this allowed him to join them in aftiethe
lead on 3.5. On 3 points was Olle Engstrom (Sweden)

In the afternoon Colin and Philip drew and Ernié¢ the
better of Olle. Going into Monday morning’s finadund
Ernie led on 4.5 followed by Philip and Colin onGn 3.5
was Sean Loftus (Ireland).

The game between Ernie and Colin was soon draw

tie for first place. His plan of all-out attack ped to be
somewhat ambitious, and he ended up on the logleg s

)_éading scores

McElroy 5; Chambers,
Coughlan 4.

Loftus 4.5; Doyle, Plechaty,

The first grading prize was won by Richard Murphy.
George Plechaty (England) shared the second grading
with Ann Coughlan from Cork, and the third gradimmize
was won by Jim Cuthbert. Jim has lived for manyryea
England, but he was born on this side of the li$&a.
Once again we must express our sincere thanks to ou
tournament controller, Tim Conlan. Tim carried dhe
dask in his usual calm and capable manner. A special

also for local man, John Quigley, who assisted @iming

the weekend. John is an experienced tournamentotient

in his own right and we are most grateful to himdiing

,up his time on our behalf. We must apologise toXti@ork
players, Ann Coughlan, Barry Foran, Joe Brown, Idath
Costello and Kevin Foley, whose participation gseat
fgnhanced the tournament for us all. Due to no fafilt
theirs they missed the prize-giving. A change ofetiand
location somehow was not communicated to them, and
.whereas it was believed they had gone home, theg ime
another part of the hotel waiting to return to the
presentation in the tournament hall.

For those not playing chess there was a coachtdrip
Killarney organised by Barry O'Brien on the Satwyda
Despite some heavy rain this outing was enjoyedlby

At dinner that evening we were honoured by the gires
JBf the Lord Mayor of Cork, councillor Michael Aheand
YRS wife, Eileen. Some photographs were taken hedet
were some words of welcome to the city of Cork bg t
Lord Mayor. There were also expressions of thaaksoth
the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress for so willingly
fgaking themselves available to be with us. Oncentbal
was over, the music got underway. The musiciansewer
listed in the programme as Declan O’Keeffe andnftie
The friend turned out to be a lady with an excelknging
voice. After dinner on the Sunday evening there s
customary informal sing-along which again broughé t
final evening of the weekend to a most pleasantlcsion.

In addition to those already mentioned, specialdsoof
gratitude are due to Barry O’Brien and his Wife,riyjand
also to Noreen Cleary. Their involvement and comaitt
lensured that everything ran smoothly so that tleiar'g
tBBrnament was another outstanding success.

<

The Braille Chess Association of Ireland is extrBme
grateful to the following organisations for theirost
generous support:

The National Council for the Blind of Ireland
Irish Blindsports

The National League of the Blind of Ireland
The Civil and Public Service Union,

SIPTU.

p....

Philip knew he needed a win against Sean to ja@mtn a
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11th Individual World Chess Championships
the Blind

gth -19" October 2006, Goa India

Report by Justin Mulrooney, who acted as guide \

Michael Delaney in India.

We arrived on the B of October to a friendly an
welcoming arrival. A band played music and sang.hae
quite an eventful trip. We had been upgraded bet
London and Mumbai to first-class. We arrived in Mai
with less than an hour to make the next flight. st
made our flight to Goa, as the doors were virtuelibsing.

The next day was the opening ceremony, with pratiens
to the organisers and sponsors. Shri Pratapsinh, Rarief
Minister of Goa, making the first
championships, proudly stating that this was lsdfa'st
time hosting the WCC for the Blind. Indian GM Saegan
Chanda flew in specially from Kolkata. The tournaut
arbiter was Mr Kameshwaran, who became India'¢
international arbiter. There was the technical imee
regarding the escorting of players for breaks hytnads.

Michael's I game, white against Norlis Yera Tamg
(Cuba, 2211), was quite eventful. Despite Michaedidy
chances, Norlis took the advantage, before a blugdee
Michael a piece. Sadly, due to time trouble, Midh
blundered his queen and in so doing lost the gamhis
2" game, Michael felt that he was just outplayed &
better player in the form of Oscar Saes (Spain6200

Next, Michael had white against Patrick Beggrend&sn
1913). The position at the start was quite intémgs
Unfortunately, Michael again found himself in tirreuble
and Patrick's experience in these types of positigave
him an advantage. With best play, Michael could €
made a draw out of quite a complicated positiooni-the
start of game 4, Michael had Wikman Bengt (Finla
1986) on the back foot. Winning going into the esmuig,
Michael again got into time trouble, and, two paws
was forced into a drawing exchange of pieces.

The 8'game saw Michael play Vasant Patant (India, 1
in a hard fought battle which ended up a draw. BH
round game was against Crisolon Vilas Boas (Brazigr
2000) was a particularly frustrating game as Baasefd
Michael to swap off when otherwise Michael would/é
been better. This game was a draw after 34 moweaftsr
6 rounds of Michael was on 1% points.

The 7" game was full of drama. His opponent was |
Lucena Vas (Brazil, 2000+). The game was lookikg It
was heading for a draw, but Michael blundered me
trouble and lost. In the eighth round Michael's @mpmt
was Elisabeth Fries (Germany, 1831). Michael detitbe
play a new opening and this was a very enjoyabiheegep
watch. In a very complicated position, a pawn ujchdel
agreed a draw.

A bye in round 9 left Michael on 3.5/9, Boof 73. The

strong tournament had 45 players rated >2000. Mbsg

Michael's games went the full 6 hours. The tournaimeas
won by Vladimir Berlinskiy (Russia, 2301) on 7.5/9.

move of th

for  Tournament Roundup

Mulcahey Cup

ARx Lopez is the proud holder of the Mulcahey Cup,
having defeated no less than Karl McPhillips tairethe
drophy he won last year. He was unbeaten throughout
scoring 5.5/6, with his only draw conceded to R@uyinn
nafeEnnis. McPhillips was clear second. Joint thivdre
locals Tom Healy and Henk de Jonge. Grading przse
awarded to Alex Martinovic (U1800), Ricky Riordain
(U1500) and Daniel Cashin (U1200).

The tournament was held this year between tHeahfl 21
of Jan at UCC, Cork, and run by DJ O'Donaghue.

e
Lenster Chess Union Christmas Blitz

The annual Leinster Chess Union Christmas Blitz kneld

en Tuesday 12th December 2006 at the PhibsborosChes
fiisib. Nineteen players took part. The event wagimaily
>scheduled to be a ten round swiss. Unfortunatedy tdua
power failure in the area around Mountjoy Stree¢ th
{Rprnament did not commence untl 9 pm and as a
consequence had to be reduced to eight rounds. ‘owe
this did not dampen the enthusiam of the playeis @an
gEeat nights chess was had by all. The tournamast as
usual impeccably controlled by Michael Germaine.

Yifst place was awarded on tie break to the Litharan
player Zygimantas Jakubauskas representing EIm Moun
Runner up was Killian Delaney from Rathmines. Irith
thead to head clash Killian was unlucky not to tties full
point, when in a King + Rook versus King endgame
scramble Killian's time ran out two moves from dtreate.

Phal standings

uli&gce Name

Rating Score

Jakubauskas, Zygimantas 1966 6.5

Delaney, Killian 1959 6.5
3-7 Fitzsimons, David 2100 5
3-7 Zvolanek, Jan 1800 5
%9  Murray, David B. 1961 5
°3-7 Osborne, Sam C. 1881 5
3-7 Bajcar, Tomas 1686 5

Bray CC East Coast Open 2006

Mervyn Honner

We had 15 entries, Denis Dempsey from Dublin Ché& t
Jegfer 14 players from Bray CC. James Finnegan (W@$,
playing for his first time in ten years & made foarney,
Ireligiously for the six Club Wednesdays that the
tournament was held, all the way from Shilelaghtha
*southern-most tip of Co. Wicklow.

All of the other players are regular LCU leagueyptls,
some of whom played when the East Coast Open wsts fi
held in 2004, when it was won by Eric Bennett. Pat
Reynolds, Bray Senior Club Champion 2005, also won
ray CC East Coast Open 2006 on 6/6 points. Brian
Gaines came second on 4.5 points, while Colin Rl/for
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came third on 4 points. Denis Dempsey and Pat Qaitie
joint first in the minor section < 1500, on 4 paiach. Pa
Quill also lifted the Bray Minor Club Champion Tiop
2006, as the highest placed Bray CC player < 1500.

This beautiful mahogany knight was made by thepou
and former Bray CC member Victor Brophy and firgtry

Taylor came third in the Minor (<1500) section wBtb
points. Jamie Dowling won the grading prize foryels
>1350, while Billy Robinson won the grading prizer
players <1351, both finishing on 3 points each.

The rest of the players are placed in finishingeoron the
attached list of "Final Standings".

Most games were played on club nights in "The Esula
Hotel", Bray Sea Front and it is hoped to make #mis
annual event, to take place from mid-August 200énd-
Sept. 2007, again on a six round swiss basis &gperialsc
incorporating the Bray Senior Club Championshie tit

Place Name Elo Pts.
Open: ¥ Pat. Reynolds 1971 6
Open: 2¢ Brian Gaines 1582 4.5
Open: & Colin Byford 1677 4
Minor: =1* Denis Dempsey 1358 4
Bray Minor Ch.  Pat. Quill 1163 4
Minor: 3°rd Hugh Taylor 1350 3.5
Grading > 1350  Jamie Dowling 1369 3
Grading <1351  Billy Robinson 1292 3
=7 Vincent Denard 1002 3
Eugene Rellis 1373 3
=11" James Finnegan UG 2
Mervyn Honner 1317 2
Paul Ryan 1273 2
=14" Frank Holohan 1370 1
Bernie Stokes 700 1

Limerick Open, 2006

GM Nick Pert was the winner of Limerick 20086,
tournament which saw a new lease of life under
management. Seventy-five players competed in tleate
almost twice the total who turned up last year. @etition
for the top spot was fierce, with three English |JNs&mon
Williams, Simon Ansell and Lawrence Cooper all $tning
just half a point behind Pert on 5/6. Williams deirt hac
drawn in round five, but Karl McPhillips drew wi
Williams in the final round to give Pert the titldcPhillips
finished joint fifth with Rory Quinn, Sam Osbourrad
Nick Larter.

Fitzsimons,D (2100) - Twomey,P (1642) [B0O1]
Limerick Open 2006 Limerick (3), 30.10.2006
Notes by Fitzsimons,David

1.e4 d5 2.exd5 Qxd5 3.Nc3 Qd6 4.d4 Nf6 5.Nf3 a6 638
6.93 is the critical line.

6...067!

Black plays along with White's plan of Qd2 and 0-®y
allowing White to exhchange off the dark-squarednih

f

t

Bh6

17.Qd2 Bg7 8.0-0-0 b5 9.Bd3 Bb7 10.Bh6

10.Bf4 Qd8 11.QeRis another plan

10...0-0

010...Bxh6 11.Qxh6 b4 12.Ne2 Bxf3 13.gxf3 Qd5
11.Rhel Re8

M ; : .
by Bray CC Secretary Mervyn Honner in 1996. |_“N w Black is able to drop his B back to h8 and ireta

trol of the dark-squares so white finally exajes Bs
11...Bxf3 12.gxf3 b4 13.Ne4 Qxd4 14.Bxg7 Kxg7 15(Bx
exfé (15...Qxf6 16.Be4 Nc6 17.Bxc6 Qxc6 18.0Qxb4)
16.Re4
12.Bxg7 Kxg7 13.Ne4!
The main point behind Rel: White is able to excleaoff
the main defender of Blacks K-side before Black has
started a counterattack
13...Nxe4 14.Bxe4 Bxe4 15.Rxe45...Nd7

>15...h6 16.Rh4 g5 17.Rh3! intending Rg3 and h2ihdna

appropriate moment

16.Rh4 h5

16...Rh8 17.Qh6+ Kg8 may have been better althaugh
looks unattractive.
17.g4! Nf6
17...Qd5 18.gxh5!
21.Rxf7++

18.gxh5 Nxh519.Rxh5!! gxh5 20.Rg1+ Kf8

020...Kh8 but 21.Ne5 Qf6 22.Rg5 h4 23.f4!1+- interrdin
Qf2 is winning for White

21.Ne5 e6 22.Qh6+ Ke7 23.Qg5+ Kf8

23...f6 24.Qg7+ Kd8 25.Nf7+ wins the queen.

24.Qf6

White threatens 25 Qxf7# and 25 Ng6+ Kg8 26 Qh8# an
Black cannot parry boith threatsl-0

Qxf3 19.hxg6 Rh8 20.Rf4 Qd5

Munster Championship 2006

There are few details available on this event playe
Hearne's Hotel in Clonmel last November. The winuas
Frank Noon won five points. Sharing second anddthir
were Rory Quinn and PJ Rea on 4.5 points. Bestrunde
1500 was Eamonn Lambden, while Jon Kiely was best
'\?/ﬁ%ﬂer 1350.

City of Dublin Championships
Pat Fitzsimons
The City of Dublin Championships took place recgntl

gver the weekend of 8th —tf(Beptember 2006. This year
the championships moved to the Southside to theshafm
the Inchicore Chess Club in St. Michael’s Parisht@g
Emmet Road, Inchicore. A total of 69 players coraget
Interestingly, there were a total of 18 differeatianalities
represented in the 4 sections.

All of the sections were keenly contested. Thereevi
players competing in the Masters Section. The wiofhe
the Section, and City of Dublin Champion for 200&sw
Kilkenny's Karl McPhillips on tie break from Markugnn
IM, with both players on a score of 4.5/6. Thirdgs went
to Pavel Madynski on a score of 4/6, while Roryrui
(Ennis) won a grading prize with a score of 3.5 aftdix
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which included wins over the two IMs, in the toument,
Mark Quinn and Gavin Wall.

Colm Daly watches as Karl McPhillips (left) takes owrnR
Quinn at the City of Dublin Photo: Michael Germai

20 players contested the Majors Section which was w
outright by Peter J. Hayes on a score of 5/6. Staiwo

Jurkiewicz and Semyon Mkrtchjan finished second and
third respectively on scores of 4.5/6 while theding prize
was won by David Grzymek.

Peter Hayes receives his prize from Pat Fitzsimons
Photo: Michael Germain

The Challengers Section was very keenly contesgelBb
players and resulted in a three way tie at thentitipthree
players scoring 4.5/6. They were Ronan Sweeney, @©bn
Sullivan and Senan Bannon with Ronan taking filate
on tie break. Atanas Kouhtev took the grading pwith a
score of 4/6.

The Juniors Section was also contested by 18 damet
was won outright by Ciaran Walsh with the weekends
highest score of 5.5/6.John Thompson finishedén th
runner-up spot with a score of 5/6 with Charleskar

finishing in 39 position on 4.5/6. Gregory Bailey, Philip
Maguire and John Costigan, who finished fh-46h
places respectively, were also amongst the prizes.

One interesting feature of the weekend was thetlfiatt
two players fell foul of the new FIDE rules condem
mobile phones ringing during games, despite wasing
all players at the beginning of each round to tffrmobile
phones. Both players were in contention for thepopes
in their sections until the incidents occurred #mgames
involved were awarded to their opponents. Thereaéso

two incidents concerning disputes about the “tqpielce”
rule not being observed.

All-in-all the competition, while down in numbers
compared to 2005, was very successful and thengayi
venue, inclusive of the great hospitality providsdthe
Parish Centre’s volunteers, was excellent.

| Games and many more photographs from the eveaisoe
available on the ICU website.

€&

ment, Whi@s held in

i A
Sixty-nine players took part in the tourna
St Michael's Parish Centre, in Inchicore
Photo: Michael Germaine

Limerick Monthly Rapidplay - November

John Alfred

The first Limerick Monthly Rapidplay was held ineth
Kilmurry Lodge Hotel, Castletroy, Limerick in Novérar
2006.

John Alfred controlled it with assistance from Uvalvey
and some parents. 79 children attended from atyaoie
clocal towns and villages, with some from Galway &viest
Clare.

Level 3 was won by Aidan O'Sullivan from Bruff with
nChristopher Young from Cratloe coming 2nd. John
Cormican from Clarenbridge took 3rd place on tieair
with Lucinda Holland. The ladies prize was awarded
Lucinda Holland.

Level 2 was won by Jack McCarthy, with Dara Shanaha
from Patrickswell/Co Limerick coming 2nd. Andreas
O'Brien/Adare/Co Limerick came 3rd on tie breakhwit
Joshua O'Donnel and Daniel Walsh/Killimer. The lesdi
prize was awarded to Claire Bannon from Killimer/Co
Clare.

Level 1 was won by Franky Martyn, with James
Walker/Croom/Co Limerick coming 2nd. James Moran
came 3rd on tie-break with Eoin Trehy. Megan
O'ShealLimerick was awarded the Ladies prize. Sofme
the players in this section say they only learned to play
since last September.
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Of Machines and Men

John Healy

RA|G .

The Duel: man vs. machine

Kramnik.. _
Deep Fritz

You'll never feel really ashamed of a blunder agkinng
your queen? Missed mate in three? Lost in fifte@ves?

Kramnik can top it all. In an position that commé&H

consensus says is a drawn endgame, he overlookedm
one. No matter how he had stretched the capacitibeep
Fritz, however overheated its ten parallel processeere
from a dueling with the best human chess playee,
computer doesn't miss these things.

Kramnik's six game match last November was thestate
a series of high profile matches between compuatedsthe
best of mere flesh and bone which date back to &asfs
titanic battles with IBM's Deep Blue in 1996 and979
The second of these sounded the death knell of i
players' supremacy over the machines, when anfaarts

Kasparov was beaten comfortably by the monsStet

computer, which combined custom-built software
hardware with hand tuning by a team which inclutGid
Joel Benjamin to beat the then World Championl, Stith
Deep Blue retired to a musefjnthere hasn't been a le
forward in the past decade to leave mankind tigifar
behind. Instead, as Kramnik and Kasparov's 4-4 23(
draws with Deep Fritz and Deep Jufii@howed, there
still ground to fight the computers on.

Sadly, there was less of that kind of thing lastryerhe
2006 Kramnik-Deep Fritz match wasn't exactly upret
with Shredder's whitewash of Michael Adams last ybat
Kramnik looked off the pace.

In the pre-match press conference, Kramnik said
increasing hardware speeds, allowing programseceser
further meant that the window of opportunity forck

4 In case you feel the need to cower in fear, ontb@two racks

of equipment that made up Deep Blue is on displayhe
National Museum of American History in their exhibbout the
Information Age; the other rack appears at the Cderpdistory
Museum in their "Mastering The Game: A History ofn@uter
Chess" exhibit.

5 Yes, the 'Deep’ thing gets tedious — it seems todeel any
time there's a souped up multi-processor versicen @mmercial
programme these days

contests was closing. | think that this is exaggetaln
truth, the increase in processing speed requirgd wut an
extra ply is enormous, so the gains for computers lare
incremental. In truth, the programmes used in nesch
recently see less positions per move than Deep Blilnat
monstrosity's custom hardware gave it an edgegiaeral
purpose computers are only slowly eroding. The Cilep

of 1997 considered around 25 times as many positisn
Deep Fritz of 2006! The real advancements have lreen
algorithmic, such as Junior's weighting of ‘intéres
moves to give them a finer examination. At any rétere
is certainly a drive to make ever better chess ipdpy
programmes, but | think that the very best playeilkbe
competitive with them for a few years to come.

Kramnik made the first move of the match on Novembe
25" in the pleasant surroundings of the National Art
Gallery in Bonn, Germany. That game began with 2AQG
and finished with a draw after Deep Fritz surviveatly
pressure and made for a level endgame. Yassem@aira
er criticized Kramnik's handling of the endgame,
ointing out a number of points at which he couldé

nB
made Fritz's life much more difficult.

Kramnik,V - Deep Fritz 10 [EO3]
Nfan vs Machine Bonn, Germany, 25.11.2006

.1.d4 Nfé 2.c4 e6 3.g3 d5 4.Bg2 dxcd4 5.Qad+ Nbd7
6.Qxc4 a6 7.Qd3 c5 8.dxc5 Bxc5 9.Nf3 0-0 10.0-0 Qe7
11.Nc3 b6 12.Ne4 Nxed4 13.Qxed4 Nf6 14.Qh4 Bb7
15.Bg5 Rfd8 16.Bxf6 Qxf6 17.Qxf6 gxf6 18.Rfd1 Kf8?
ums has been pinpointed as a serious error, gifiithite
some winning chances. Correct was to doff the 1§iknit
ms. | don't see it, but then neither did Fatz/'ll take
e consolation in that.

.Nel Bxg2 20.Kxg2 f5 21.Rxd8+ Rxd8 22.Nd3 Bd4
23.Rc1 e5 24.Rc2 Rd5?

tting White force the rooks off was a bad idea.

.Nb4! Rb5 26.Nxa6 Rxb2 27.Rxb2 Bxb2 28.Nb4 Kg7
j29.Nd5 Bd4 (D)

S

ne

tha

)

30.a4

Seirawan points out 30.e3! Bc5 31.Kf3! With a clean
for White. | won't copy his analysis here, but ¢smxmend
you go read it for yourself on the Chessbase site.
130...Bc5 31.h3? f6 32.f3 Kg6 33.e4? h5! = 34.g4 hxg
35.hxg4 fxed 36.fxed Kg5 37.Kf3 Kgb6 38.Ke2 Kgb5
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39.Kd3 Bgl 40.Kc4 Bf2 41.Kb5 Kxg4 42.Nxf6+ Kf3again, and again, and finally | blundered mate ie.o
43.Kc6 Bh4 44.Nd7 Kxed4 45.Kxb6 Bel 46.Kc6 KfRActually it was the first time that it happenedne, and |

47 .Nxeb Kxeb Y2-12

In round two, Kramnik played well again, taking
machine out of the comfort zone with a Queen's
Accepted. Some tenacious defending from Fritz $amgs
level off, before Kramnik made a little oversight.

Deep Fritz 10 - Kramnik,V (2750) [D10]
Man vs Machine Bonn, Germany (2), 27.11.2006

1.d4 d5 2.c4 dxc4 3.e4 b5 4.a4 c6 5.Nc3 b4 6.NaB
7.e5 Nd5 8.Bxc4 e6 9.Nf3 a5 10.Bg5 Qb6 11.Ncl E
12.Qe2 h6 13.Be3 Bxc4 14.Qxc4 Nd7 15.Nb3 E
16.Rcl 0-0 17.0-0 Rfc8 18.Qe2 ¢5 19.Nfd2 Qc6 20.(
Qxad 21.Nxc5 Nxc5 22.dxc5 Nxe3 23.fxe3 Bx
24.Qxf7+ Kh8 25.Qf3 Rf8 26.Qe4 Qd7 27.Nb3 Bk
28.Rfd1 Qf7 29.Rfl Qa7 30.Rxf8+ Rxf8 31.Nd4 &
32.Nxe6 Bxe3+ 33.Kh1l Bxcl
33...Re8 and Black can play for a win.
34.Nxf8 (D)

34...Qe37??

Yeah, just wow. Numerous sites have given 34...
35.Ng6 Bxb2 36.Qd5+ Kh7 37.Nf8+ Kh8 38.Ng6+ dr
as the most likely continuation. Chessbase repontiealt
happened here: “Kramnik played the move 34...
calmly, stood up, picked up his cup and was abmigdve
the stage to go to his rest room. At least one e
commentator also noticed nothing, while Fritz opar
Mathias Feist kept glancing from the board to theeen
and back, hardly able to believe that he had irthet
correct move. Fritz was displaying mate in one, ahen
Mathias executed it on the board Kramnik brieflasped
his forehead, took a seat to sign the score simeeledt for
the press conference, which he dutifully attended.”
35.Qh7# 1-0

In the press conference, Kramnik was at a losgptam it,
"It was actually not only about the last move. Is
calculating this line very long in advance, and nt
recalculating. It was very strange, some kind ackbut. |
was feeling well, | was playing well, | think | wasetty
much better. | calculated the line many, many tin
rechecking myself. | already calculated this linbew |
played 29...Qa7, and after each move | was recing|

cannot really find any explanation. | was not fegltired, |
H(]_’\ink | was calculating well during the whole gamét's
%t very strange, | cannot explain it."

Of the many explanations put forward about this ejov
34...Qe3?7?, perhaps the most convincing for mieaisthis
meme of a knight on the back rank supporting sunfate
is so rare that even the phenominal pattern retiogni
skills of a top rank GM can miss it. Distracted the
interesting queenside battle, Kramnik wasn't pagingugh
%&ention to his king, and the usual warning flggst
eren't there.

X&™ John Nunn, a famialiar face in Bunratty, wrote t
@hessbase to mention the following game's simiifést.
§vells,P (2480) - Areshchenko,A (2640) [E06]

lonarch Assurance Isle of Man (4), 2006

1.d4 d5 2.Nf3 Nf6 3.c4 c6 4.Nc3 e6 5.g3 Be7 6.Bg 0
7.0-0 b6 8.Ne5 Bb7 9.e4 dxc4 10.Nxc4 Bab6 11.b3 b5
12.Ne3 b4 13.Ne2 Nbd7 14.Bb2 Nb6 15.Rel Rc8 16.Nf4
Re8 17.h4 Bb7 18.Ng4 Nbd7 19.d5 cxd5 20.exd5 exd5
21.Bxd5 Bxd5 22.Nxd5 Nxd5 23.Qxd5 Nc5 24.Qf5 Qd3
25.Qf4 h5 26.Nh6+ gxh6 27.Rxe7 Rxe7 28.Qf6 Qh7
29.Qxe7 Nd3 30.Qd7 Ra8 31.Bd4 Qe4 32.Qd6 (D)

I 0 e

7

/‘//

7

“,

=

VR
/

Kg8
aw

(@e3.Nel 33.Bb2 Qg2# O0-1.

l‘Ilaithe aftermath, a number of other famous blundense
a[epublished. The shortest of them was the followlititp
gem,

[ Christiansen,L (2620) — Karpov,A (2725) [E12]
Hoogovens Wijk aan Zee (2), 01.1993

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nf3 b6 4.a3 Ba6 5.Qc2 Bb7 6.Ni3
7.e4 cxd4 8.Nxd4 Nc6 9.Nxc6 Bxc6 10.Bf4 Nh5 11.Be3
Bd6?? 12.Qd1 1-0

At any rate, Kramnik recovered a little in the thgame,
nehen he managed a draw after coming under substanti
heressure. In another QGA, he found himself struggto
contain Black's queenside majority, and eventuladly to
give up a rook for Black's bishop and passed paire
nesulting R+2 v B+3 endgame was soon agreed a draw.

The fourth game saw Fritz take the white pieces @ueh

with 1.e4. Kramnik came under a good deal of pmessu
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before earning a draw.

Deep Fritz 10 - Kramnik,V (2750) [C43]
Man vs Machine Bonn, Germany (4), 01.12.2006

Deep Fritz 10 - Kramnik,V (2750) [B86]
Man vs Machine Bonn, Germany (6), 05.12.2006

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6é 5.Nc3 a6 &4Bc
€6 7.0-0 Be7 8.Bb3 Qc7 9.Rel Nc6 (D)

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nf6 7
Petroffs Defence. Kramnik has lead the field in E %.9_ %‘gﬂ 0 ) ?E
rejuvinating this opening at the top level, bus istill a ‘ \y & ‘ 3 ‘
rarity at club level, where it's a bit too unamtits for ry— g D )
most i miin
3.d4 Nxe4 4.Bd3 d5 5.Nxe5 Nd7 6.Nxd7 Bxd7 7.0-0 Bd6 4// ik - W
8.Qh5 Qf6 9.Nc3 Qxd4 10.Nxd5 Bcé 11.Ne3 g6 12.Qh3 . _ ) .
Ng5 13.Qg4 Qf4 14.Qxf4 Bxf4 15.Nc4 Ne6 16.Bxf4 Nxf4 7 /3/ A 7 W
17.Rfel+ Kf8 18.Bf1 Bb5 19.a4 Ba6 20.b4 Bxc4 21.Bxc » 5 /@

Rd8 22.Re4 Nh5 23.Rael Rd7 24.h3 Ng7 25.Re5 Nf5 I // ////
26.Bb5 c6 27.Bd3 Nd6 28.94 Kg7 29.f4 Rhd8 30.Kg2 & e “ury) &
Nc8 31.a5 Rd4 32.R5e4 Kf8 33.Kf3 h6 34.Rxd4 Rxd4 ) AJdAY BB A i) A
35.Re4 Rd6 36.Ke3 g5 37.Rd4 Ke7 38.c4 Rxd4 39.Kxd4 gj 7 ;@/ )
gxf4 40.Ke4 Kf6 41.Kxf4 Ne7 42.Be4 b6 43.c5 bxcs - = 7=
44.bxc5 Ng6+ 45.Ke3 Ne7 46.Kd4 Ke6 47.Bf3 f5 48.Bdl Re3!? (N)

Kf6 49.Bc2 fxg4 50.hxg4 (D)

///

% @ /g/

/;g////,
s

there is no way\Vithite

The position is a fortress now —
to force his King through.

50...Ke6 51.Bbl Kf6 52.Be4 Ke6 53.Bhl Kf6 54.B
Ke6 ¥%-%

Trailing 2.5-1.5 to Fritz, Kramnik chose to play# more
agressively in round five. However, in a complicatnd
exciting game, Fritz was a match for him and aarggting
game ended in a draw.

Kramnik,V (2750) - Deep Fritz 10 [E51]
Man vs Machine Bonn, Germany (5), 03.12.2006

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nf3 d5 4.Nc3 Bb4 5.e3 0-0 6.a&B+
7.bxc3 ¢5 8.Bb2 Nc6 9.Rcl Re8 10.Bd3 dxc4 11.Bx&4
12.dxe5 Qxd1+ 13.Rxd1l Nxe5 14.Nxe5 Rxe5 15.Be2 E

This is new. The position after 9...Nc6 had beeanse

before a few times, but Fritz's next few moves are
remarkably original. Live commentators struggled to
understand what the computer was up to, but it Iglow

became clear that whatever it was, it was working.

10...0-0 11.Rg3 Kh8 12.Nxc6 bxc6 13.Qe2 a5 14.Bg5
Ba6 15.Qf3 Rab8 16.Rel c5 17.Bf4 Qb7 18.Bcl Ng8
19.Nb1 Bf6 20.c3 g6 21.Na3 Qc6 22.Rh3 Bg7 23.Qg3 a4
24.Bc2 Rb6 (D)

// % %%

@ / /
/é%é/gé
_
g/ AAA
éﬁ g;

Kramnik had missed White's reply...

25.e5! dxe5 26.Rxe5 Nfé 27.Qh4 Qb7 28.Rel h5 29.Rf3
Nh7 30.Qxa4 Qc6 31.Qxc6 Rxc6 32.Ba4 Rb6 33.b3 Kg8
34.c4 Rd8 35.Nb5 Bb7 36.Rfe3 Bh6 37.Re5 Bxcl
38.Rxcl Rc6 39.Nc3 Rc7 40.Bb5 Nf8 41.Na4 Rdc8
42 Rd1 Kg7 43.Rd6 f6 44.Re2 e5 45.Red2 g5 46.Nb6
3HBS 47.a4 1-0

f3

///

4

\\\\\\

/

16.c4 Re7 17.h4 Ne4 18.h5 Ba4 19.Rd3 b5 20.cxb5 Bxb

21.Rd1 Bxe2 22.Kxe2 Rb8 23.Bal 5 24.Rd5 RGOY

25.Rxf5 Rxa3 26.Rbl Re8 27.Rf4 Ra2+ 28.Kel
29.Rg4 g5 30.hxg6 Nxf2 31.Rh4 Rf8 32.Kfl Nh3
33.Kel Nf2 34.Kf1 Nh3+ 35.Kel Ys-¥

The final game of the match was interesting, a slage o
Fritz's ability to play quite inventive chess. T, sealed
with White's 47 move, made the final score 4:2 to

X

ore information:
Hajtp://mww.chessbase.com/eventlist.asp?eventnanssKr
nik vs Deep FritZChessbase had a lot of good material on
the match, including notes and photos from eachegam
Yasser Seirawan's interesting and instructive ctsitn of
Kramnik's first game and various articles on gaw t

You can download the database of games from theiat
th&tp://www.chessbase.com/news/2006/games/vkdf06.pgn

machine.
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European Club Cup

Kilkenny and Galway were Ireland's representatinethe
2006 European Club Cup. The competition was hel
Fuegen, Austria last October. Belfast also compe
playing under the flag of the ECU.

The tournament table is based on team results, twith
team points for a win and one for a draw, whicl ikittle
different for those of us familiar with Irish leagg) which
tend just to add up the results of each individyahe. It
can be a cruel system, as Galway found out, as

40.Qd3 Qe7 41.Kg2 Qc5 42.Qb3 Kd8 43.Qxb7 Qxc4
44.Qb2 Ke7 45.e5 f5 46.Qd2 Ke8 47.Kh2 Ke7 48.Ng5
Ke8 49.Kh3 Nd4 50.Qg2 Qa6 51.Qf2 Qc4 52.Nf3 Nc2
53.Kh4 Qd3 54.Kh5 Ne3

db4n.Nxa3 55.Ng5

ofdQb2 Ng4 56.Qb8+ Kd7 57.Ng5 Qxa3?7?

Now White has forced mate.
58.Qb7+ Kd8 59.Nf7+ 1-0

Another familiar face was that of IM Gawain Jone$o
was turning out for Slough Sharks Chess Team, even
eeting Kilkenny's GM Baburin in round seven, a gam
¥¢h resulted in a draw.

finished bottom with no team points. They can ctmso

themselves with some decent individual performanaoes
least from Lorcan O'Toole, who scored 3.5/7. Invizgls
defence, they were seeded last, and badly outmatedch
game. Their best result was probably their 3.5(8s5s to
C.E. Monte Carlo.

Jones,G (2430) - Horvath,A (2495) [B23]
22nd European Club Cup 2006 (6), 13.10.2006

1l.e4 ¢5 2.Nc3 Nc6 3.Bb5 Na5 4.Nf3 a6 5.Be2 b5 6.d4
cxd4 7.Nxd4 e6 8.a3 Bb7 9.0-0 d6 (D)

Kilkenny had a bit more to cheer about, chalkingwips o 7
against Belfast (5-1) and de Sprenger Echternacthef E // g@gf‘\/ﬂ
Netherlands (4-2). John White's 4/7, a 2164 peréoee /_%_// / ‘ 4
rating, is worthy of mention, while the team's dsce // / //
performance owes a lot to GM Baburin's solid 4.6/V - - /,

board one. m/ ‘ // / /
Baburin,A (2541) - Scannell,S (2157) [E33] / »n

22nd European Club Cup 2006 (4), 11.10.2006 g%// j Dﬁ///
1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Bb4 4.Qc2 Nc6 5.Nf3 Qe7 6.a3 - g / @l/g/

Bxc3+ 7.Qxc3 d6 8.b4 e5 9.dxe5 Nxe5 10.Bb2 Ng6 Bl.g /

Bd7 12.Bg2 Bc6 13.0-0 0-0 14.Rfel Be4 15.Bh3 Rfe8 gé / @ / g/ /
16.Nd2 Bc6 17.e4 Qe5 18.Qc2 Qh5 19.Bg2 Bd7 20.Bxf6 4

gxf6 21.f4 Bh3 22.Nf3 Bxg2 23.Kxg2 a5 24.b5 Qgt0.Ncxb5 Nf6

25.Kf2 Qh3 26.Rad1 (D)

A AAr

26...h5?!

Looking at the next few moves, it looks like this
premature. Maybe Black should play 26...b6.

27.Qc3 Kg7

The alternative is 27...f5 but it's well met by &8. dxe5
29.Rd7!
28.b6! cxb6 29.Rxd6 Re6 30.Redl Rae8 31.Rxeb fxe6
or 31...0xe6 32.f5 Qxe4 33.Rel which is no better.
32.Rd7+ Re7 33.Qd4 h4 34.Rxe7+ Nxe7 35.Qxb6 hxg
36.hxg3 Kf7 37.Qxa5 Qh7 38.Qel Nc6 39.Qbl K

Things get murky after 10...e5 11.b4! exd4 (1%h5®
12.Bxb5+ Ke7 13.Nf5+ Ke6 14.Nxg7+) 12.bxa5 axb5
13.Bxb5+ Ke7 14.Bg5+ when White has plenty of
compensation for the piece.

11.Bg5 Be7 12.b4 Nxe4 13.Bxe7 Qxe7 14.f3 Nf6 15%Hxa
axb5 16.Bxb5+ Kf8 17.Qd2 Qc7 18.Rfel Kg8 19.Nb3 h5
20.Rad1 Bd5 21.Qd3 Qa7+ 22.Qd4 Bxb3 23.Qxa7 Rxa7
24.cxb3 Rxa5 25.a4 Nd5 26.Rxd5 exd5 27.Re8+ Kh7
28.Rxh8+ Kxh8 29.Kf2 Kg8 30.Ke3 Kf8 31.Kd4 Ke7
32.Kxd5 Ra8 33.Kc6 Rc8+ 34.Kb7 Rc5 35.Kb6 Rc3
36.Bc4 1-0

Belfast's team weren't so strong as Kilkenny's tiey still
managed a couple of wins, beating Galway in rouwel, f
and Albanian club Butrinti in the very next rounthile
their top boards struggled with much stronger ojijors
$tephen Morgan managed an impressive 4/7 on bagrd s
losing only his round one game against German FM
Christof Nogly.

The overall tournament winners were the Alexander
Morozevich lead Tomsk-400.

More information:
®fficial tournament sitehttp://mwww.ecc2006.com/
dBCU site:http://www.eurochess.org/content/blogcateqgory/27/57
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Test Your Tactical Wizardry

In honour of the participation of GM Michael Adaims
Kilkenny 2006, we have a themed tactics page #isigd.
Can you find the moves played by one of the topgykin

%e world?
/ / / = /K
/x//& /

e / / /
Nl Wil
/E/ ?g/ %

London 1993
White to play and mate in 3.

E%/ . g@ﬂ
/% éﬁf/

B)

TN
'3\3

Adams-Comas Fabrego
Adelaide, 1988
White to play and mate in 2.

C)

4 7
7
gg% ﬁ% /7 .o

Wijk aan Zee, 1993
White to play and mate in 3.

D)
Adams-Tumurhuyag
Moscow, 1994
White to play
E)
v
7 7
i@ ﬁﬂ// -
i i w
o /7 /7 Srerss /7 ////
# EAEWE
2.2 0 - /
A/ A ﬁ/ /// //%/g
2r BA
2 %
Adams-Jussupow
France, 2005
White to play and win
Solutions

I'd tell you that they're upside down, but if yoidrdt get
that, you probably won't be getting any of the asrsw
either!

i3 L Lxd (A

iLd (a

#8eY ‘LB +8PY ‘8aM +99N (O
#£90 ‘LI iL3d (4

#8PXY ‘8PO +89XY ‘9px0 9px0 (V
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Book Review
Review by John Healy
Mastering th
Chess Opening
Vol. 1

John Watson IM

GEMELT

Gambit Publications
288 pages

RRP £19.99 (€29.69)
ISBN 1904600603
October 2006

John Watson is my favouri
living chess author, and I'
not alone in this. For thosE

Unlocking the mysteries of
the modem chess openings.=

of you who don't know him, he's an American IM wils¢

probably more famous for his excellent books ansl

detailed, insightful book reviews than his chessiofig his

previous books are genuine classics iay the French

which is considered by many to be the French Defi
players' bible, andSecrets of Modern Chess Strategy

which was the 1999 British Chess Federation Boothe

Year. As an opening theorist, he is held in higiard, not

only for his work on the French Defense, but on
English opening and the Modern Benoni. His latestkdis
no less excellent.

Mastering the Chess Openingsan openings book with A
difference. It's almost an openings primer alorglihes of

Sam Collins Understanding the Chess Openingsut
Watson has made no effort to be comprehensive.

won't find any section on the Grob here. SometiW
significant lines are omitted because they doms@nt any

really different ideas to those shown. The bookm@ras
most openings in the manner of a primer, but wititrang

emphasis on the common themes running through t

For example, in the open games, Watson contin

returns to the theme of the d5 break, showing hdaclg

uses it in the Guioco Piano (1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nf6 3)Bo
equalise, while the equivalent break in the Closad/
Lopez (1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nf6 3.Bb5 a6), after the bishas
retreated to b3 with something like 4.Ba5 b5 5.Bb3ess
effective because it doesn't win a tempo by attarkhe
bishop, which has still wound up on that key aZ2
diagonal.

The first three chapters deal with more generaict
You'll get a good idea of what kind of thing thegver
from their names, “The Nature of Chess Openi
Fundamentals”, “Opening ldeas and Positional Featy
and “The Significance of Structure”. The materralthese
chapters isn't terribly new to any experienced @i
though it's worth a skim at least. They contain khmel of
information that you tend to assimilate slowly franfot of
sources, so | suspect that these chapters arel @alek

n

1

mine of instructional material on general openingd a
positional themse for a young or new player. Thiike
me as very interesting material for a series ofules for
young players.

After that, we're into the usual system of coverlifferent
openings in each section. This volume covers then gnd
semi-open games (basically 1.e4) while volume twioich

is out on the 30 of April) covers 1.d4. This material is
really excellent — Watson's attention to detail and
wonderful prose explanations make even the most
complicated openings seem fairly straightforwardave to
admit, | read things | didn't know in sections abou
openings which | play regularly, something | findba
worrying when the entirity of their coverage miget six or
eight pages! Watson's decision to run with two wwdg has
meant that he has room to really explain the howasvehys

of each opening, making for some very high quality
material.

I've done the usual trick with an openings book of
omparing a number of lines Watson gives with other
t leory books to hand, and his legendary thoroughnes
shines through. | never found an example of hiningia
lazy assessment of a position or missing a keylhowean
§42t | found one example of the reverse!

)]

fYou can read an extract of Watsolastering the Chess
Openings Volume 1 at the following URL:
ko ://www.classicalgames.com/Merchant2/002058. piif
contains the contents pages and four pages ofhthpter
on the French Defence and is a decent sample cftytes
of the book, though it's a pity that it doesn'twlamy of the
aterial on positions closer to the middlegame.n&my
books leave a weak or middling player with a curt
sessment of which side has the better chanctsnwi
<4 idea of how to handle the resulting positiohst

] Atson goes out of his way to avoid doing that.

Mastering the Chess Openingsa wonderful book, well
written, a treasure trove of information and insighthink
tiems. will deservedly win awards, and any chessygis
u#dary will be richer for having a copy on its $¥es. It is
written for a wide range of playing strengths, anhlink it
will make for a satisfying read for any of them.
Unfortunately, it may fall foul of its own qualityrhe fact

that it is in two volumes, and the decision to kawut
certain openings may mean that many people choe®ko
elsewhere for a general openings book. More'sitlie p

N
Yo

Contribute to your ICJ

The editors have been delighted with the respomsh
gew-look ICJ. However, we need your help to ma
magazine as good as we possibly can. What we
contributors and feedback.

th
da

YPlease send us: Games or combinationy®u've played.
Notes are a bonus! Letters, puzzles or endgameéestud
News and photos from events. Emg@lirnal@icu.ie
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ICU Ratings

The latest list was published in January. Membarsview

Burke, Kevin
Burke, Martin
Burns, Donal

tler, James

it on www.icu.ie where you can view your rating histcgf"ms' John
u

and sort the rating list by rating, club, etc. Beaote tha

this list only contains players who were listed @ad
members by January. Some players who paid by pag
not have yet had their membership processed atithat

Name Rating Club
Aherne, John P. 1787 Rathmines
Ajay, Ademola 982* Balbriggan
Alfred, John 1708 Limerick
Allen, Keith 2232

Allison, Finbarr 1671 C.C.Y.M.S.
Armstrong, Joe 983* Navan
Arney, Anthony 1332  Sligo
Arundell, Richard 1857 Curragh
Baburin, Alexander (Gm) 2537  Kilkenny
Bailey, Gregory 1236 Rathmines
Baird, David 1555 Westport
Bajcar, Tomas 1743 EIm Mount
Baker, Anthony 1504 Kilkenny
Banerjee, Indranil 1677 Galway
Bannon, Senan 1530 Phibsboro
Barrett, Conor 733* Ballinasloe
Barry, Eugene 1272  Charleville
Barry, Gerry K. 1707 Elm Mount
Barry, Kevin 1572  Dublin University
Batt, Wayne 1445

Bedi, Balazs 1116*

Behan, Gerard 1623 Elm Mount
Behan, Patrick 700* Naomh Barrog
Benson, Nicola 729 St. Benildus
Benson, Oisin P. 1702  St. Benildus
Berney, Mark 928*

Bishop, Peter 1402 Rathmines
Bissett, Vincent 1612 Malahide
Blake, Austin 1069 Naomh Barrog
Bleheane, Conor 700* Ballinasloe
Bleheane, Shane 700* Ballinasloe
Blunden, Adam 741*

Boles, Alastair 1217 Dun Laoire
Bourke, John 1210 Castlebar
Bradley, John 1678 Kilkenny
Bradley, Michael 1291 Cork

Brady, Frank 1473 Dublin
Brady, Liam E. 1665 Kilkenny
Brezing, Thomas 1949  Phibsboro
Broderick, Rory 1225 Dublin
Browne, Joe 1097 Cork
Buggy, John 935 N.U.L.G.

Butler, Kevin C.
tByrne, Brendan
Byrne, Claire
Byrne, Gary
Byrne, Liam
Cadogan, Liam
Caffrey, Noel
Cafolla, Peter
Campion, Ashley
Canavan, Maurice
Cantwell, Nathan
Carey, Paul
Carlile, Orison
Carroll, Laura H.
Carter, Paul
Casey, Eamonn
Cassidy, John
Cassidy, Paul
Chin-Shong, David
Ciganik, Martin
Clarke, Adrian
Clarke, Philip
Clements, Shannon
Cole, Kieran
Collins, Mark A.
Collins, Sam E. (Im)
Collison, John
Collum, Brian
Collum, Petie
Condon, David M.
Conlan, Tim
Connaire, Niall
Connolly, Dylan
Connolly, Eamonn
Connolly, John G.
Connolly, Pearse
Connolly, Suzanne
Constantinescu, Dan A.
Cormican, David
Cormican, John A.
Cormican, Ruth E.
Cormican, Sarah M.
Corrigan, Brendan
Cosgrove, Pat
Coughlan, Anne B.
Coughlan, Kieran
Courtney, John

1441
1437
1416
1764
1432
1951
1277
1514
1053*
1535
1012
1399
1980
990
1288
703
1683
1587
801
1026
1501
1711
1948
1369
1544*
1489
1339
1667
1660
1715
2337
938
1119
1178
1034
1257
1015*
700*
1105
700*
1417
1930
1282
1429
1072
1261
1297
1546
1478
1184
1745
1325

St. Benildus
EIm Mount
Cork
Rathmines

Phibsboro
Phibsboro
Portmarnock
Elm Mount
Bray/Greystones

Celbridge
Rathmines
Killarney
Curragh
Galway
Limerick
Cork
Knocknacarra
Inchicore
Phibsboro
Ennis

Dun Laoire
Cork

Finglas
Tallaght
Dublin
Charleville
Gonzaga
Gonzaga

Drumlish
Drumlish
EIm Mount
Phibsboro
Galway
Ballinasloe
Inchicore

Inchicore
Malahide

Tallaght
Galway
Knocknacarra
Galway
Galway
Drogheda
Lucan
Cork
Drogheda
Kilkenny
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Coyle, Greg
Croke, Pat
Crowe, Michael
Crowley, John
Cummins, Thomas
Cunningham, Stephen
Curran, Barry
Curtis, John W.
Dalton, Garry
Daly, Richard
Danaher, Catherine
Danaher, Eimear
Danaher, Eoghan
Danaher, James
Danaher, Stephen
Davoren, Sean
Deane, Tony
Delaney, Killian
Delaney, Michael C.
Dempsey, Denis
Dempsey, Michael
Dempster, Alan
Dennehy, Tony
Dillon, Kenneth
Divilly, Paddy
Dobey, Ronan
Doherty, Francis
Donoghue, John
Donohoe, Eugene
Dooley, Alan J.
Dooley, John
Douglas, Noel
Downey, Stephen
Doyle, Edward
Doyle, Hugh
Doyle, John
Doyle, Patrick
Doyle, Peter
Doyle, Philip P.
Duff, Jack

Duffy, Anthony
Duffy, Brendan
Duffy, Seamus
Duke, Ronan
Dunne, Oliver
Dunne, Pearse
Dunne, Ray
Eagleton, Michael
Earls, Dermot
Eccles, David
Egan, Colm
Evers, Brendan

1368
982
1840
1646
1083
1098
1098
1387
1282
957
1404
776
1129
715
1064
1237
1042
1967
1695
1360
1477
1266
1947
1215
1547
700
1245
1855
1503
1218
1262
1584
1079
1001*
1288
974*
1133*
770
1698
1186
1716
1338
1879
1702
1743
1778
1439*
1127
1274
1384
1675
1338

EIm Mount
Galway
Portmarnock
Rathmines
Drogheda

N.U.I.G.
Bray/Greystones
Dublin
Dun Laoire
Shannon
Shannon
Shannon
Shannon
Shannon
EIm Mount
Ballinasloe
Rathmines
Phibsboro
Dublin
Portmarnock
Aer Lingus
Rathmines
Ballinasloe

Knocknacarra
EIm Mount
Cork

Elm Mount
Kilkenny

Elm Mount
Charleville
Phibsboro

Cork
Naomh Barrog

Rathmines
St. Benildus
Phibsboro
Curragh
Wicklow
Galway
Elm Mount

EIm Mount
Drogheda
Curragh
Naomh Barrog
Dublin
Drogheda

Eyers, Michael
Fagan, Leon
Fagan, Michael
Fahy, Patrick J.
Farren, John
Fayne, Terence
Feeney, John
Fennelly, Donal
Ferguson, John M.
Ferrer, Yoel
Finan, David
Finan, Hugh
Fitzgibbon, Walter
Fitzmaurice, Garth
Fitzpatrick, Kevin
Fitzpatrick, Tom
Flood, Joseph A.
Foenander, Phillip
Forde, John P.
Forkin, Hugh

Fox, Anthony
Freer, Patrick
French, William
Gahan, Edward
Galligan, Brian
Ganchev, Galin
Gannon, Aonghus J.
Germaine, Michael
Gibson, John F.
Gilmer, Conor
Gilvarry, Myles D.
Goetzee, Rick
Goggins, David
Goralski, Lucasz
Gordon, Ivor
Gordon, John
Greene, Chris
Griffiths, Paul
Griffiths, Ryan-Rhys
Guinness, Paul
Hammouma, Hugues
Hanley, Michael
Hanly, Steven
Harding, Tim
Harrington, Donal
Harte, Frank
Hassett, Christy
Haughey, Donal
Hayes, Peter J.
Healy, Des

Healy, John
Hearns, Liam T.

1046*
1744
1404
1329
1335
1718
1328
1590
1193
1402*
1013
1003
956
1867
974
1604
1249
1469
1071
811
2066
1368
1255
1483
1883
1494
1310
1491
1839
1737
1637
1707
1836
1806*
1016
925*
700*
904
2003
1376
1263*
1770
1754
2077
922
1364
1251
700*
1826
1152
1650
1858

Balbriggan
Rathmines
Dublin
Westport

Tallaght

Athlone

Kilkenny

Wicklow
Galway
Galway

Cork
Rathmines

Phibsboro
Rathmines
Limerick
Naomh Barrog
Elm Mount
Dun Laoire
Rathmines
Elm Mount
St. Benildus
Cork
Limerick
Cork
Phibsboro
St. Benildus
Phibsboro
Castlebar
Drogheda
Rathmines

Dungarvan
Dungarvan

Kilkenny

Dublin

Curragh

St. Benildus
Shannon
Dublin University
EIm Mount
Kilkenny
Inchicore

Dublin University
Charleville
St. Benildus

Dun Laoire
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Hearty, Ray
Hegarty, Conall
Hegarty, Fintan
Heidenfeld, Mark (Im)
Heinrich, Jan
Henry, Tom
Hensey, John
Herrick, Liam
Hickey, Tom
Hogan, Kieran
Hogarty, Philip
Honner, Mervyn
Howard, Harry
Howley, Kieran
Hurley, Daniel
Hurley, John

Hurley, Luke

Hurley, Thomas
Husein, Mamer
Jackson, Peter C.
Jackson, Peter D.
Jakubauskas, Gadas

Jakubauskas, Zygimantas

Jeffares, Simon
Jennings, Mark
Jessel, Stephen

Johnson, G. Christopher

Joyce, John
Jurkiewicz, Stawomir
Keating, Michael D.
Keating, Michael E.
Kelleher, Denis
Kelly, Fergal

Kelly, Fintan

Kelly, Garry

Kelly, Sean

Kelly, Stephen (Jnr.)
Kennedy, Michael
Kennedy, Michael
Keogh, Eamon (Nm)
Kernan, Terry

Kidd, Sam

Kiely, Anthony J.
Kiely, Jonathan
Kilbride, Raymond
Killane, Jack

King, Melvyn
Klompers, Peter
Kolesar, Michal
Kostick, Conor
Kouhtev, Atanas

1372 EIm Mount
845 Galway
1138 N.U.L.G.
2377 Dublin
2096 Charleville
1298 Lucan
1421  Westport
1256 Phibsboro
1175 Cork
1237
1757 Rathmines
1315 Bray/Greystones
1224  Naomh Barrog
1106 Phibsboro
907 St. Benildus
2008 Rathmines
718 St. Benildus
College
700~
1264 Celbridge
1243  Phibsboro
1739 Dun Laoire
1683 EIm Mount
1966 EIm Mount
2138 St. Benildus
700* Galway
2255
1509 Dun Laoire
2177 Phibsboro
1900* Phibsboro
1497 Dublin
1540
1509 Portmarnock
1024 Thurles
931* Drogheda
1311 Limerick
1485 Drogheda
1368
1238
1732 Rathmines
2008  Kilkenny
779 Phibsboro
1035 Inchicore
1175
1069 Waterford
1347 Rathmines
1729 Rathmines
1455* Naomh Barrog
1443 Curragh
2063
1680 Dublin University
1443

Kuntzsch, Marco 916
Kurjak, Samir 1661
Lanca, lvan 1927*
Lane, John 1970
Larkin, Henry 912
Larkin, Paul 1054
Larter, Nick 1786
Launders, Eamon 1006
Launders, Patrick 1512
Lawrence, Simon 1774
Leaden, Mark 1032
Lennon, Conor 1108*
Loftus, Sean 1607
Loughran, John 1655
Lovett, James B. 1377
Lowry-O'Reilly, Hannah

(me% y 1801
Lowry-O'Reilly, Johanna 700
Lynch, David 1276
Lynch, Noel 1504
Lynch, Peter J. 1654
Lyons, David 1286
Macdonagh, Alan 1733
Macelligott, Gerard 1990
Macgowan, Sean 946
Maguire, Philip 932
Maher, John 1407
Maher, Vincent 1900
Mahon, Adrian J. 1470
Mahon, Ciaran 1713
Makris, Christodoulos 1172*
Mallaghan, Danny 1858
Malone, Paul 1575
Manning, Carole M. 700
Manning, Shane 1616
Martin, Edward A. 1486
May, Kevin 895*
Mcaleenan, Charles 1560
Mcalister, David 1634
Mcaree, Gerard 1425
Mccabe, Killian P. 700~
Mccann, Jack 1429
Mccarrick, Clare 700
Mccarrick, Pat 1407
Mccarrick, Sean 1257
Mccarthy, Conor M. 956
Mccarthy, Donagh 1433
Mccarthy, Pat 1436
Mccarthy, Tim 1915
Mccluskey, Luke 700
Mccluskey, Michael 1006
Mccormick, Damien 1327

Inchicore
Dublin University

Dun Laoire

Kilkenny

Tallaght

Ennis
Dunshaughlin
Dunshaughlin
Cork

Dublin

Dun Laoire
Elm Mount
Elm Mount
Galway

Rathmines

Rathmines
Elm Mount
Curragh

Rathmines

Elm Mount
Elm Mount
EIm Mount
Wicklow
Rathmines

Celbridge

St. Benildus
Balbriggan
Clifton House

Kilkenny
Kilkenny
Phibsboro
St. Benildus

Hillsborough
Charleville
St. Benildus

Longford
Longford
Longford
Adare
Charleville
Elm Mount
St. Benildus
C.U.s.
C.U.s.

St. Benildus
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Mccullen, Carl
Mcdonnell, Patrick
Mcelroy, Ernie
Mcevoy, Pat
Mcglinchey, Sean
Mcgovern, Mark E.
Mcgowan, Patrick J.
Mcgrath, Brian
Mcgrath, Peter A.
Mchugh, Joe
Mcinerney, Christy
Mckenna, Billy
Mckenna, Jack
Mckenna, John
Mckenna, Robert

Mckenna-Carroll, Ruairi
Mckenna-Carroll, Thomas

Mckeon, James P.
Mckillen, Patrick
Mcloughlin, Mark
Mcmahon, Daire
Mcmahon, Peter
Mcmorrow, Eugene
Mcmorrow, John
Mcnamara, Jim
Mcphillips, Karl
Mcswiney, Arthur
Meghan, Brendan
Mendelson, Andrew
Menon, Aravind J.
Menon, Jaya Tharayil
Menon, Jayadev
Menon, Poornima J.
Menzies, Colin
Meskens, Stephan P.
Mogerley, Paul
Molloy, Martin

Monaghan, Thomas A.

Monahan, Mark
Monahan, Michael
Mooney, Tony
Moore, Kenneth
Moran, Eoin
Moran, Stephen
Morriss, Pete
Moynihan, Kieran
Mueller, Jan
Mulligan, Niall
Mullooly, Michael G.
Mullooly, Neil M.
Mullooly, Sean
Mulrooney, Justin

1105*
1288
1789
1629
1278
1974
1461
1072
1431
1457
1505
700
700
974
1036
700*
700*
1834
1297
1563
2177
1138*
1459
1883
1344~
2274
1298
1975
2095
1687
700*
890
1644
1675

1696

1331
1034
1029
971
1306
1815
1048~
910*
1868
1907
2040
1872
1580
728
1010
700
1209

Drogheda
Royal Lopez
Rathmines
Rathmines
Gonzaga
Tallaght
Portmarnock
EIm Mount
Lucan
Limerick
Ballinasloe
Ballinasloe
Ballinasloe
Ballinasloe
Ballinasloe
Ballinasloe
Bray/Greystones
Clifton House
Curragh
Rathmines
Royal Lopez
Elm Mount
Gonzaga
Wicklow
Kilkenny
Aer Lingus
Rathmines
Dublin
Kilkenny

Kilkenny
Kilkenny
Limerick
Rathmines
Rathmines
Naomh Barrog
Ballina
Knocknacarra
Straffan
Phibsboro
Rathmines
Ballinasloe
Rathmines
Galway
C.C.Y.M.S.
Limerick
Navan
Milford N.S.

Milford N.S.
Phibsboro

Mulvey, Brendan
Murphy, Dara T.
Murphy, Gerry
Murphy, Timothy
Murphy, Wayne
Murray, Kevin
Murray, Victor
Neary, Graham
Nolan, Ronan
Noonan, Frank
Noone, Joe
Normoyle, David
Normoyle, Liam
Normoyle, Michael
Norris, Brendan
O'Boyle, Donal
O'Boyle, Una
O'Brien, Liam
O'Brien, Ray
O'Brien, Sean
O'Connell, David
O'Connell, Gerard
O'Connell, John
O'Connell, Kevin J.
O'Connor, Billy
O'Connor, Eddie
O'Connor, Fergus
O'Connor, John
O'Connor, Maurice
O'Dell, Eoin
O'Donoghue, Andrew
O'Donoghue, Martin
O'Donoghue, Paul T.
O'Donoghue, Timmy
O'Donovan, Paul
O'Donovan, Richard
O'Driscoll, Kieran
O'Dwyer, Eoin
O'Dwyer, Fergal
O'Dwyer, Michael P.
O'Flynn, Tom
O'Grady, Martin
O'Higgins, Eoin
O'Leary, Tony
O'Mahoney, Roderick
O'Mahony, David
O'Mullane, Brian
O'Mullane, Ross
O'Neill, Pat
O'Reilly, Cormuin
O'Reilly, Eamonn
O'Reilly, John

1268
1790
1451
1449*
1034
1166
1344
1645
1581
1872
1946
1407
1849
1578
1684
1738
1207
1828
1579
1038*
1391
2065
1403
2252
1414
1870
1413
700*
1015
1415
1181
1132
1437
700*
1656
2069
2040
802
1876
1299
1728
1848
1313
1293
1559
1546
1280
1151
964
1249*
1557*
1404

Knocknacarra
Gonzaga
Dun Laoire
Jobstown
Elm Mount
Elm Mount
Dublin University
Dublin
Limerick
Celbridge

Shannon
Shannon
Lucan
Drogheda
Rathmines
Limerick
Limerick

Tallaght
St. Benildus
Rathmines

Curragh
Dublin
Cork
E.M.C.
Drogheda
Dublin University
Cork
Balbriggan
Cork
Cork
Cork
Phibsboro
Douglas
Portmarnock
Kilkenny
Naomh Barrog
Tallaght
Limerick
Gonzaga
Cork
Drogheda
Cork
Dublin
Dublin

Dublin

Finglas
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O'Reilly, P.J.
O'Shea, Kevin
O'Shea, Niall
O'Sullivan, Daniel
O'Sullivan, Daniel P.
O'Sullivan, Padraig
Orchin, John C.
Orr, Mark (Im)
Osborne, James
Osborne, Sam C.
Oudrei, L.
Pentony, Frank
Peters, Andrew
Pierce, Nicholas
Pitts, Eamonn
Plummer, Barry
Porter, William
Power, Patrick T.
Prendiville, Jim
Prior, Shane
Puchala, Martin
Pushpangathan, Shine
Pye, Robert
Quinn, Ciaran
Quinn, Deborah
Quinn, Patrick C.
Quinn, Rory
Rafferty, Joeseph
Rea, P.J.

Rea, Willie
Redican, John
Redmond, John
Reid, Joseph
Reilly, Dominic
Reilly, Gerard
Rivera, Franco
Rodger, Andrew
Roe, Stephen W.
Rogers, Kieran
Ruane, Ciaran
Rufli, Trevor
Ryan, Paul
Ryan, Richard
Salter, David
Scanlan, Pat
Scannell, Tony
Scarry, Herbert
Schmidt, Adam K.
Schmidt, Davin
Schmidt, Joerg
Schmidt, Martin
Schott, Robert

1406
1909 Douglas
1203 Curragh
1451
986 Tallaght
1330
1388 Hillsborough
2238
1361 Rathmines
1922  St. Benildus
1800* Phibsboro
1143 Drogheda
1301 EIm Mount
1452 Rathmines
1287 EIm Mount
1359 Naomh Barrog
1900
886 St. Benildus
1618 Tallaght
700*  Kilkenny
1390 Phibsboro
1227+ Balbriggan
1998 Bray/Greystones
1943 EIm Mount
1661
1309 Naomh Barrog
2105 Ennis
1065 Naomh Barrog
1817 Charleville
1758 Charleville
1039 Kerry
2227 Dun Laoire
1534 Drogheda
1182 Tallaght
1576  St. Benildus
1288* Curragh
1526  Dublin University
1667 Lucan
1748 Drogheda
1291  St. Benildus
1753 Rathmines
1230 Bray/Greystones
934*  Dun Laoire
1824  Phibsboro
1250 Drogheda
1713 Rathmines
1831 Phibsboro
936 St. Patrick'S N.S.
700 St. Patrick'S N.S.
1041
2007  Dublin
1032*

Scott, Frank
Scott, Peter
Shaughnessy, Elizabeth
Shearan, John
Sheridan, Chris
Short, Stephen
Sloan, Cecil
Smith, David J.
Smith, Derek
Soikkeli, Markus
Soikkeli, Raino
Spellman, Christy
Stacey, Derek
Stassen, Walter
Stokes, Stephen
Stuart, Robert
Sweeney, Jim
Sweeney, Ronan
Talbot, Charlie
Talbot, Leo (Gj)
Taylor, Christopher
Taylor, Stephen
Thee, Bernd
Thomson, Andrew
Thomson, Noeleen
Thorpe, Brian L.
Tierney, Andrew
Tierney, Michael
Timoney, Stephen
Tishkin, Garry
Treacy, Michael
Twomey, Pat
Tyrrell, Alec

Ui Laighleis, Gearoidin
Vernor, Karl
Walls, Barry
Walsh, Alasdair
Walsh, Amos
Walsh, Ciaran
Walsh, David W.
Walsh, John L.
Walsh, Kevin
Walsh, Paul
Ward, Eugene J.
Watkins, Mark R.
Webb, Mark
Whalley, Anthony
Wheatrity, Peter
Whelan, Niall
White, John S.
White, Robert

1378
1363
1493
1325
1174
1886
1726
1778
1965
1203*
1553
1322
1303
1945
1553
1993
1309
1470
1137
1136
737*
700*
1779
1523
783
1295
700*
1266
1107*
1525*
1332
1663
1699
1601
1698
1856
1135
1021*
1110
1484
1128
1159
2014
1402
1214
1605
1513
1561*
1415
2148
1640

St. Benildus
Elm Mount

Malahide
Inchicore
Cork

Cork
Rathmines

Curragh
Rathmines
Griffith College
Rathmines
Phibsboro
St. Benildus
Curragh
Curragh
Dunshaughlin
Dunshaughlin
Kerry
Drogheda
Drogheda

Kilkenny

Phibsboro
C.C.Y.M.S.
Elm Mount
Aer Lingus
EIm Mount

Rathmines
Naomh Barrog

Celbridge
Charleville
Rathmines
Limerick
Inchicore
Cork
St. Benildus
Malahide
Balbriggan
Rathmines
Kilkenny
Kilkenny
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FIDE Ratings

With FIDE now offering ratings down to 1400, thenmher
of Irish players on the FIDE list is gradually giiog. The
following is the rating list for active Irish plasge

We featured the FIDE rating list for the first tinmethe last

29
30
31
32
33
34

issue of the ICJ. That list, from July 2006, hadesgy one 35
names on it. The lower limit of FIDE's rating syené36

currently stands at 1400, having been reduced pleaf
times in recent years. While the effect will bedyral, this
seems to be leading us in the direction of twogtin

Firstly, it is possible that all domestic playersd
competitions will eventually be covered by FIDE king a
national rating system redundant. This could F
interesting consequences, as the ratings floor IIDEB
system acts to slow rating inflation.

Secondly, the ICU's FIDE fees are based (at leaphit)
on how many Irish players are rated by FIDE, whghot
currently a problem. However, it is going to getrm

0
expensive. FIDE are at any rate aware of this isﬂuég

report to their congress in 2001 made this cleat,the
moment rating is paid for by federations and witte
proposed increase in the number of rated playense
revision to the charging system is inevitable. THBE
estimate of potential increase on reducing thestiolg to

1001 is a tenfold increase from 35,000 to 350,000.” gg
57
# Name Title Rating gg
1 Baburin, Alexander g 2545
2 Kelly, Brian m 2480 60
3 Collins, Sam E. m 2398 61
4 Quinn, Mark m 2397
5 Brady, Stephen f 2360 63
6 Heidenfeld, Mark m 2358 64
7 Daly, Colm f 2353 65
8 Jessel, Stephen f 2343 66
9 Astaneh Lopez, Alex f 2337 67
10 Wall, Gavin m 2326 68
11 Ryan, Joseph f 2321 69
12 o MarkJL m 2293 70
13 Short, Philip M f 2277 1
14 Wallace, Paul 2274 72
15 Joyce, John 2263 73
O'Cinneide, Mel 2263 74
17 Redmond, John 2226 75
18 McMahon, Daire 2222 6
Allen, Keith 2222 7
20 Murray, John 2209 8
21 Smith, Andrew Philip  f 2201 9
O'Shaughnessy, Conor 2201 80
O'Connor, Jonathan 2201 81
24 McPhillips, Karl 2185 82
25 O'Donovan, Richard 2174 83
26 Scannell, Stephen 2151 Key
27 O'Connell, Gerard 2146
28 Clarke, Thomas 2137

37
38
39
40
41
42

44
45
46
47

2

54

aee

Schmidt, Martin
Fitzsimons, David
Dignam, Matthew
Smith, Derek
MackElligott, Gerard
Fox, Anthony
Griffiths, Ryan-Rhys
Freeman, Gordon
Waters, Michael
Jeffares, Simon
Path, David
McKeown, Paul
O'Rourke, Ray
McCarthy, Jim
Keogh, Eamon
O'Driscoll, Kieran
Fitzpatrick, Brian
Cafolla, Peter
Harpur, Colin A
Walsh, Paul
Quinn, Rory
Butler, Kevin
McDonnell, James J.
Delaney, Killian
Galligan, Brian
O'Shea, Kevin
O'Leary, Matt
Crichton, Martin
Healy, Tom
Connolly, Suzanne
De, Jonge Henk
Murray, David
Hanly, Steven

Ui Laighléis, Gearéidin
Palmer, Bernard
Boyle, Bernard
Muntadas, Alan
Murphy, Dara
Menon Jayadev, Poornima wf
O'Grady, Gary
Osborne, Sam
Murtagh, Dermot
Salter, David
Nicholson, John
Twomey, Pat
Moran, Stephen
Hogarty, Philip
Smith, David J.
Dunne, Paul
Quinn, Deborah
Benson, Oisin P.
Lowry-O’Reilly, Hannah wf
Loughran, John
O'Brien, Kieran
Grzymek, David

2134
2133
2132
2131
2130
2112
2104
2100
2096
2095
2090
2087
2086
2084
2074
2062
2055
2053
2045
2045
2044
2043
2041
2037
2035
2035
2025
2022
2020
2014
2005
1990
1986
1986
1980
1977
1968
1956
1951
1937
1929
1924
1917
1910
1894
1892
1865
1860
1857
1837
1835
1823
1789
1773
1677

g = international grandmaster, m=international enast
f=FIDE master, wf= women's FIDE master.
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- Irish Championships

¢ The tournament will probably be

¢ on in July. Details are due to be
arranged in the very near future,

so keep an eye on http://icu.ie fo ':

further information.

Cork
When —30th March — 1st April

| Contact —Tom Hickey 086 1245670

1 or Michael Bradley 086 8042710
. Email — corkchess@gmail.com

Entry — €35 all sections before 23 §
March. €10 late fee applies thereaft

Bands —Masters (1600+), Major (1200
1600), Minor (U1200)
Website —www.corkchess.com
Prize fund —€5,500

Other Tournaments

Drogheda Congress (June)
Limerick Monthly Rapidplays (11 Mar
15 April, 6 May)

Galway Monthly Rapidplays (18 Feb
For more information on these, keep
an eye on icu.ie

If you would like a tournament posted herl

contact KTBurke@Hotmail.com '

Check the calendar section of the ICU web
— www.icu.ie— for further details
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Upcoming Events Boar

Bunratty Chess Festival
Where — Bunratty, Co Limerick
When — 23%-25" February
Contact — Paul Carey +353-61-318689
Email — bunrattychess@aol.com :
Website —members.aol.com/BunrattyChess/}:
Entry —€45. €10 discount (€15 for Minor
section) if in before 16Feb. i
Entries received on the Friday'2Beb may be
subject to a surcharge of €10
Bands —Masters (2000+), Major (1600-1999);-
Challenger (1200-1599), Junior (800-1200),5
Novices (under 800 or ungraded) 3
Prize fund — Estimated over €5000
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Ennis Open

Incorporafing tThe MUC Championsh,,
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Malahide Millennium Tournament

Where —ALSAA, near Dublin Airport

When —5-7 May
Contact —Vincent Bissett —
VincentBissett@Hotmail.com

Website —

www.myclubmanager.hosting365.ie/malahid




