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Winawer Praxis—II

here is no such thing as opening theory’, says Sanakoev: ‘Opening
monographs and encyclopaedias are collections of games ... with
brief and very often mistaken comments.” Moles is of the same opin-
ion: ‘Opening books ... are after all essentially just collections of games—
some complete, most incomplete’.
This startling notion cannot tell the whole story, of course. Is a game ust’
a collection of moves? “Theory’ must mean a connected set of games, and
furthermore take into account all commentary, analysis, and evaluations—and
indeed misconceptions—to give all that is publicly known or believed about
an opening. Yet there is a kernel of truth there too: who can deny that games
provide both the backbone of existing theory and its harshest test?
This issue considers recent games in lines previously covered.

* 0%k %
Some recent games
Iordachescu—Miedema
Iasi Open 2014 1

TWIC 1019

lede6 2d4d5 3 &Hc3 Qb4 4e5¢5 5
a3 Qxc3+ 6bxc3 He7 7 H 3
7 ooa h6
An idea of Hertneck’s, from Anand-
Hertneck, Munich SKA 1991 Informator
51/(290), recently recommended above
all others here by Berg GMR-7 pp.
235-49: ‘a high-class waiting move’.

8 FEbll b6
9 Qb5+ Ad7 Cf. issue 16: Black plans ... ¥&g8-h7.
10 Qe2 Qa4 White tries a different setup than the

1 0-0 c4(1) h4-h5, Q h3 and £\e3 considered last time.
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12 &el &d7
13 f4 o8
14 g4 h5

The immediate 13 ... f5 would have
been bad because of 14 ext6 gxf6 15
O g4/t with pressure against e6. After
White’s 14th blocks access to g4, though,
the time is right for 14 ... f5!=: cf. the

conclusion to issue 16. But the text
should also be fine.

15 f5 hxg4
16 fxe6+ fxeb
17 {xg4(2)

A critical moment. With the thematic
17 ... &Haol followed by ... &c7 Black
could have equalised comfortably.

18 Hf2 &Hab6?

Too late! After 18 ... g6 (forced) 19
A5 followed by Qf6 White is making
progress but the advantage is still within
manageable bounds.

19 { xe6+!

Revealing the drawback of Black’s
17th: once again one of the squares c4,
d5, and e6 proves Black’s undoing.

There is no defence: the finish was 19
. Dxeb 20 Wred+ N5 21 &3 Wh5
@1 ... Be7 22 n\pIEE) 22 g5+ FeT
23 Wxf5 &\c7 24 W7+ Hd8 25 {e3

&8 26 ¥rxh5 EHxh5 27 Hf7 1-0.

White’s eatly f4-f5xe6 highlighted
Black’s vulnerability during the phase
where the ... £a6-c7 fortress is being
set up. With accurate play, though, Black
should have nothing to fear.

* % %

Kidd—-Vivante-Sowter
BCCA/BL/Ch13 ICCF cotr 2013
ICCF monthly archive, Febrnary 2014

lede6 2d4d5 3 6\c3 Qb4 4e5 &7 5
a3 QAxc3+ 6 bxc3 5 7 Wed W7 8
Wxe7 Hh8 9 Wrxh7 cxd4 10 &ye2 &ybeb
11 f4 dxc3 12 ¥d3 d4 13 &He3 Ad7 14
He4 0-0-0 15 &Hdo+ b8 16 H bl
16 ... b6
This line was previously discussed in
issues 3 and 9. Black’s last has the draw-
back of allowing White to take an imme-
diate draw via 17 £3\b5 ¥b7 18 £)d6, e.g.
Nasuta—Dobrowolski, Goéra Swigtej
Anny Open A 2013. Instead 16 ... Jc8
(? Moskalenko VW p. 198) is playable
but objectively weaker: ... &\yxe5 will be
unavailable later since the bishop cannot
reach the long diagonal in time.

17 &xf7 £ df8
18 £)d6 Of5
19 &Hyxf5 B xf5(3)
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20 g3?!

White condemns himself to a difficult
defence to eke out a draw. Berg GMR-2
pp. 103-6 discusses at length the main
alternative 20 a4 &Hyxe5! 21 Wrxd4 4Hg6
22 Bb3 Hd5 23 Wb4. Now, instead of

. &Hh4 as previously played, and
analysed by Berg to dynamic balance,
Caradonna—Andersen, EU/WS/M/036
ICCEF corr 2012 continued 23 ... Qc6!?
24 Qe2 .Hhh4 25 g3 OHt5= 26 a5 {Hd4
27 axb6 axb6 28 Hxc3 Hixe2 29 FHxe2
Hb5 30 Wd4 Hc5 (only move) 31
Hxc5 bxc5 32 Wb2+ Hc8 33 Wa2
(White is two pawns to the good but
takes Houdini’s suggested draw; 33
Hd12l b7 34 Rdo Wyxh2+ 35 Gd3
D d5/F is probably drawn with best play
but only Black has winning chances) 33
. YWh7 34 a6+ V2-la.

20 ... Hxe5!
21 fxe5 Do

22 Hel Ded!

23 Wrxed Hxe5
24 Wre2!

Watson’s analysis 24 Wyxe5 ?I” Wrxe5+
25 Qe2 Wed 26 Hdl H IS ‘with pres-
sure’ ChessPublishing.com, Jannary 2011 &
PtE4 p. 245 was tested in Coyne—Kohl,
VWC6/pt25 ICCF corr 2013. After 27
Ad3 @7 QfA4+22 Bxd++; 27 h422 52
28 Bel d3++) 27 ... ¥gd+ 28 Qe2
(28 &el? e5/4F; so Black has the draw
in hand) 28 ... Wg7 29 h4 e5 30 Hb5
W6 31 Qg5 We6 32 a4? (but there
appears to be no way to survive, e.g. 32
ed 33 7P Hxfs 34 o5 Wxfd 35 b5

Wd5 followed by ... d3++) 32 ... ed++
and 0-1, 43.
24 ... EH18!(4)

Watson’s improvement (¥ P-4 p.
245; cf. Berg ‘INF p. 104) over the previ-

'''''''

%Q@;ﬁ

ously standard 24 ... e5: cf. issues 3 and
9. This is a useful move in itself, and at
the same time rules out 25 ¥ b5?, which
loses immediately to 25 ... Hxfl+

25 Hb4?

White’s position is critical and this is a
fatal waste of a move. The only defence
appears to be 25 &dl Hxe2 26 Qxe2,
when 26 ... Wh7 may be met by 27
b5 (27 M2 B2, + at least: 28 Q d37
Weaed3+++; 28 Hel? Hoe2! 29 B xe2
A3+ 28 Qg5 Hxe2 29 Gxe2 Wyxe2+
0o/¥F), eg. 27 ... B2 28 FHh5 ed 29
QAfd+=o0r27 ... ¥xh2 28 Hel Wxg3
29 Heb! W2 30 Qd3 when it is not
easy to break down White’s carapace (30

BB 31 Q4 d3 32 He8+ with a
perpetual, incidentally showing why
White has not a moment to waste).

25 ... Hxe2+
26 Qxe2 e5
27 h4

What else? 27 & d3 Weo++, 27 Hfl
Hxfl+ 28 Hxfl Wh7++, and 27 Hb5
Wh7++ all lose.

27 ... wd7
28 g5
If28 h6 K7 29 { c4 W6l FF.
28 ... h3
0-1
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An over-the-board game might have
seen more moves played out, but 29 ¢hd1
(29 B b5 b2 30 Bf1 g3+ 31 Bdl
HogfT+ 32 Qofl ed) 29 ... HE2 30
Hel Wrxg3 is hopeless.

* % %

Arcos Facio—Curi Milia
Uruguayan Ch, Montevideo 2014
ITWIC 1013

le4e6 2d4d5 3 8NB Qb4 4e5 He7 5
a3 Qxc3+ 6bxc3c5 7 Wed Wc7 8 Wrxg7
Hh8 9 Wrxh7 cxd4 10 &\e2 &Hbet 11 4
Ad7 12¥d3 dxc3 13 Bb1 0-0-0 14 h3(5)

Robert Byrne’s idea; issue 6 covered the
otiginal main line 14 ... d4 15 g4 &Hxe5?,
now considered unsound. But what
should Black play instead? Watson’s sur-
vey ChessPublishing.com, February 2010 rec-
ommended 15 ... b8, and also the then-
never-played 15 ... a6. The latter was the
recommendation (1) of Berg GMR-2 p.
109, citing Davidson—Tugsavul, 11th
Afro Asia Zonal Ch final, ICCF corr
2011: 16 Hf2 (16 Qg2 a5 17 H\xd4

GMR-1
—see issue 16.
GMR-2
ww
PiF4

4
D6 18 Qed Qxed 19 yxed ENe4 ‘with

excellent chances’, Watson; that’s equal
but 78 ... Bd/7F improves; 17 Wxdd { 6
18 W2 Q xg2 19 Wyxf2 ENdS “with coun-
terplay’, Berg) 16 ... &Had 17 &Hxd4
Q6 18 Hel Ad5 oo/= (0-1, 62).

14 ... &Hbs
15 g4 d4
16 §g2 &f5?

The main line features the thematic
regrouping ... b6 and ... Qc8-b7; if
White plays Q a3, Black may follow up
with ... &d5/f5-e3, with good chances.
Watson gives extensive analysis; cf. Berg
p. 111 for a similar plan in a related line.

17 Qed

Even better 17 @f2+/++. Black cannot
afford to give up two tempi in this line.

17 ... Hh4?!

Compounding the error; now the knight
is misplaced (77 ... &\fe7 18 £)d4=).

The chaotic sequel was 18 Hf2 { e8
19 Hg3et (19 Hd1t/tt) 19 ... Ha5?!
20 Hd1l Hh8? (20... Q6% 21 &He2
Ne6? (21 ... got) 22 Belr (22 et
and Hxd4tE) 23 ... We7E 23 a4 for
23 ... 804,23 ... Ba8) 24 Qa3 (24
exf6 yxf6 25 Wabtt) 24 ... ¥xa3 25
Wrab Wre7 26 exf6 Wrc7 27 Hxd4 (27
Bodd!t) 27 ... Hxd4? (27... H5+!
ooft) 28 Hxddtt e5 29 Hd6 exf4+ 30
&2 Hc8 31 Wd3 3 32 Hdl d7 33
Hxd7?? (the final twist; 33 Q xe6 and 33
7 are overwhelming) 33 ... ¥Wh2+ 34
&e3 Hg2+ 35 HxI3 Hel+ 36 Hxel
H xh3 mate.

An eventful game! But this too is repre-
sentative of the Winawer in practice. P
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