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Winawer Praxis

he New Winawer Report’s scope includes the practice of the French
Winawer, in addition to the theory and history. There is much to
discuss: indeed the opening has never been more popular.

This issue considers two games from the past few months that feature
lines considered in earlier issues. The first is of theoretical importance as it
breaks new ground in a sacrificial line that has emerged only in the last few
years, while the second features a plan for White that, though successful,
can hardly be recommended. Both are dramatic and complex struggles—
and so are thoroughly representative of the Winawer in practice.

* % %

Rimkus-Rekhtman
WS/M/428 ICCF corr 2013

lede6 2d4d5 363 Ab4 4e5¢5 5 TN <P
" v Aiwaat’
a3 Qxc3+ 6 bxc3 He7 7 We4 cxd4 8 % 5 4
Wrxe7 Hg8 9 wrsh7 ¥e7 10 &2 £bc6 %/ Aky
11 f4 dxc3 12 £)g3 Ad7 13 d3 d4 14 W /// ;@
Ne4 0-0-0 15 Hdo+ Hb8(1) % - %/ﬁ’jﬁ
Z 7 é 75
The variation considered briefly at the ¢ g I U
issue 3 el i : a Ao
end of issue 3: almost entirely ignored by W % o
theory until Goh’s analysis ChessPublish- | ) %ﬁ %523 .
; N BAY
ing.com, February 2009. ﬁé & ;@Q: /
16 Ebl
Cleatly better than 16 &yxf7°! B df8 17 17 &Hxf7 B df8
Hdo &5 18 Hxf5 Hxf5 19 EHbl, 18 £&)d6 Of5
when instead of transposing, Black has 19 19 &H)xf5 H xf5
.. Qe8F with ... Qg6 to follow, as in 20 g3@!
Stika-Schyndel, S-Open/5-pt59 ICCF The ensuing complications lead to
cotr 2012 (0-1, 50). difficulties for White. The next few

16 ... b6 moves follow Goh’s analysis.
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20 ... Hyxe5!
21 fxe5 A co!
22 Hel RDed!
23 Wrxed Hxe5
24 Wre2!

‘With an interesting material imbal-
ance,” Goh, who stops here.
24 ... H xe2+
€5(2)

25 Qxe2

=, ‘with chances for both sides,” Wat-
son P-4 p. 245. Cf. also Watson’s eat-
lier analysis ChessPublishing.com, Jannary
2011 of A. Kovacevi¢-Bukal Jr., 17th
Zadar Open A 2010, which showed
that White’s 26 H ¢2? could have been
refuted by 26 ... Hf8!++, and gave in-
stead 26 Q8 d3 or 26 Eb5!?, with no fur-
ther analysis.

26 Hb5!

26 §d3?is bad: 26 ... X {8 (threat ...
ed) 27 Hfl Hxfl+ 28 GHxfl W7+
29 B2 (29 gl Wal2++; 29 Gel
WA 29 He2 Wd5 30 {2 trans-
poses) 29 ... ¥d5+ 30 Hf2 Hb7! 31
h4 e4++ or 31 Hb5 Whil++.

26 ... He8
27 gEfle

Instead 27 h4 nips in the bud the

problems that will emerge later. After 27

2
D We6 28 Ffl Wed 29 ¢Bdl d3

Black’s initiative appears to peter out,
e.g. 30 Q xd3 W4+ 31 Qe2 Hd8+ 32
&el Wxe3+ 33 Hi2 Hd2l? 34 Jxd2
exd2+ 35 &fl=. But the text should
also be fine.

27 ... ¥h7
28 &dl ¥xh2
29 §©d5 We2

Keeping the rook out of d7 leads to no
advantage after 29 ... FHc8 30 Qa6+
&b8 31 Hd7 or 29 ... &c7 30 H {7+

D6 (B0 ... Be7l? 31 Hoxel+ o6 32
A5 Wwe=) 31 7dd7.

30 Hd7 B h8

31 g4?

An initial choice of engines, this con-
demns White to a passive and probably
doomed defence. With 31 Qho! fol-
lowed by H ff7 White prevents the black
rook from reaching hl, and neither side
can avoid a quick draw.

31 ... £ hl
32 Hdf7 b5
33 g5

Instead 33 Hxhl Wxhl+ 34 Hfl
o2 is similar to the game.
33 ... a6
34 R 8+ &c7
White now faces a gruelling defensive
task: advancing the g-pawn requires
cumbersome preparations, and in the
meantime Black is able to advance in the
centre and on the Q-side. Certainly en-
gines prefer Black more and more with
increasing evaluation time: + at least, and
probably there is no defence even with
best play. In the game White was unable
to find a solution (0-1, 53).
Objectively (2) appears indeed to be
equal, but there is more pressure on
White to play accurately.



THE NEW WINAWER REPORT, ISSUE 9

Diepeveen-Meessen
Interclubs Nationaux (Belgian Team
Ch) *12-’13, Eupen 2013

lede6 2d4d5 363 Qb4 4e5c¢5 5
a3 QAxc3+ 6 bxc3 Wc7 7 ¥Wed He7 8
Wxe7 He8 9 Wxh7 cxd4 10 &e2
Abc6 11 f4 dxc3 12 ¥d3 d4 13 h3
Ad7 14 g4 0-0-0(3)

Byrne’s idea: see issue 6.
15 Qg2

Byrne thought 15 E bl ‘necessaty,” to
prevent 15 ... Wb6 “when White’s entire
queenside is tied up’ Chess Life 23/8, Au-
gust 1968, pp. 291-3. Uhlmann’s 15 ...
&yxe5 was thought a strong response
(wrongly, as it turns out), prompting
other suggestions, e.g. ‘15 &Hg3 or 15
A g2 was preferable’, Zeuthen & Jarlnaes

FPP p. 66.
On 15 &Hg3? Moles MLIW p. 34 sug-
gests 15 ... £\gb, with ... &gxe5 to

follow. But this version of the sacrifice is
also unsound, since after 16 {Qe2/g2
Ngxe5 17 fxed5 &Hxed White has the
straightforward 18 Wyxd4+.

Moskalenko AW W p. 222 finds a much
better idea: 15 ... &H)xe5 T 16 fxeb
Wxe5+! 17 Qe2 f5! ‘with initiative’
indeed a very strong one, + at least.
White may be forced into 17 &\e2,

3

though it’s difficult and unpleasant after

7... Qb5 18 W3 Jc6 19 Wa3 Wed
20 ... ¥xg3?2 21 Hxed3 Qb 22
xhT is about =) 20 Hh2 Wxc2 21
Hxd4 (F if defended accurately?). Also
fine are 15 ... ¥b6¥F or 15 ... GHbSF.

All untested: the only known example
Fernandez-Sanchez Almeyra, Ali-
cante Open-2 1989 went 15 ... &a5?!
16 Hed?l (16 Wyxdd Q6 17 yxe3
Qoht 18 Wxe7+ e 19 Hxh1=)

. Qc6 17 Bh2 (17 Hd6+F) 17

.. Qxed4 18 Wxed Hcd 19 Wd3? (19
B o1F) 19 ... &Hb2F and 0-1, 27.

15 .. gb6

Uhlmann s suggestion Schach 22/6,
June 1968, p. 175. Others, eg. 15 ... Qe8
or 15 ... &Db8, usually transpose into 15
Hbl lines, for which see Watson’s
survey ChessPublishing.com, February 2010.

16 Q e4?!

New, but no improvement. By cover-
ing 2, this prepares a4, planning to meet

. Hb4 with W3, Here White isn’t
ready for a4, so a move of more general
use should be preferred.

Best play seems to lead to equality: 16
0-0 Qe8 (Watson’s suggestion PrF-1 p.
163 of 16 ... &xe5 17 fxes Qb5 18
W3 Qxe2 19 Wxe2 d3+ 20 W2 42
gives White a better ending after 27
Wxb6 axb6 22 Q xd2 exd2 23 Hadlt)
17 g3 Hb8 18 &H\ed, about = since it
is hard for either side to make progtess.
Instead Jensen-Jorgensen, Danish
Team Ch ’06-07 2007 went 17 Hh2
Hh8 18 Qede! Hb8 19 ad? &H/Hbd 20
a5 ¥rc7 20 W3 Q co+ (though 1-0, 53).

16 ... He8
17 g5?
A strange decision. Was White

planning to roll the h-pawn? This is (or
should be) too slow. Better 17 &f2%
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when White is still not too badly placed.

% oo &a5
18 a4 Do
19 &g3?

This should be a losing error. Better
and more consistent 19 h4+.

19 ... R xeq?!

19 ... &d5!, which could previously
have been met by ¥xd4, allows the
knight to transfer to b4 with ... d3 to
follow, +/++.

20 Hyxed ¥rc6

With a clear advantage to Black. The
continuation was 21 &f2 &5 22 h4
&4 23 Hbl Hb8? (too slow; 23 ...
O3 24 Hbd HhS+ 25 h52 &Hd2FF)
24 h5 &Hfe3 25 Hgl? (25 F b4/, neatly
preventing Black’s next, about =) 25 ...
Axc2!FF 26 Hf6(4).

26 ... Wrxad?

A pity. Instead 26 ... Bh8! wins, as
then 27 g6 would allow a fatal opening
of the h-file, while the knight is still im-
mune: 27 ¥Wxc2 d3 28 Wrxc3 We5+++.

27 &Hxg8 Hxg8?

The win is gone and only the

4

swischenzug 27 ... a2l holds the bal-
ance: 28 &g3 Hxeg8 29 Wwh7 Hc8 30
g6 &He3 (or 30 ... ¥xbT) with tremen-
dous complications but apparently equal.
28 g6
More accurate 28 ¥Wh7++, e.g. 28 ...
Hc8 29 g6 Wa2 30 gxf7.

28 ... fxg6
29 Hxg6 Hc8
30 Reg7 &Hb6
31 h6 Wa2
32 Wed!

The only move to win: except for 32
W f3, all others lose.
132 B Hc7
33 Hxc7?
Greatly complicating White’s task, if it
doesn’t throw away the win entirely.
After 33 h7 it’s all over.

33 ... EHxc?
34 h7 ¥xbl
35 h8=yy rxcl

After 36 Whh7+ Hd7 37 Wxc2
Wxf4+ 38 Fe2 We3+ 39 Hfl Black
made the final error with 39 ... b5? 40
Whed++ and White won easily (1-0, 48).

The natural 39 ... {3+ leaves the
result in doubt, e.g. 40 W2 Wdl+ 41
De2 Wed+ 42 Hhl Wdl+ 43 Hh2
Wod 44 o2 Wfd+ 45 We3 Wd2+ 46
h3 Wdl 47 ¥Wed3 Whi+ 48 &e3
Welt+ 49 Hf3 Wxe5, with two lone
queens versus queen, knight and five
pawns: a draw with best play? Or
similatly 39 ... Wxe5, eg. 40 Whe4
&do6 41 ¥Wred3 Wrxed 42 Wrxed e500.

An eventful game: White’s plan of 17
¢5? and a h-pawn march won the day
after all. >
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